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A Year of Steady Progress 


way industry has had a good year. Prelim- 

inary figures indicate that the reduction in rid- 
ing during the early months was nearly if not quite 
made up in the summer and fall, so that the total 
passengers for the year will be little if any less 
than in 1924. With fares several points higher 
it is probable that the gross revenues will equal if 
not exceed those of the banner year of 1928. 
Operating expenses have changed relatively little, 
and with economies being practiced the net income 
for the industry should show a gain. 

Faith in the industry is shown by the extensions 
of track, totaling 340 miles. This is greater than 
in any previous year since the war. New elec- 
trifications were 236 miles, also a record for 
post-war years. Track reconstruction lagged some- 
what, but the total built and rebuilt and electrified 
was 1,156 miles, which is almost exactly the same 
as last year’s record, which was the greatest since 
1915. 


J vr is in a material way, the electric rail- 


UFFICIENT attention was not paid to replace- 

ment of obsolete and worn-out rolling stock. 
Only 1,659 cars and locomotives were purchased or 
‘built during the year as against 4,092 the year 
before. 

The financial situation has been very encour- 
aging. Less difficulty was experienced in refinanc- 
ing properties that could be regarded as sound 
investments. The lower requirements due to a 
smaller volume of maturities in 1926, will make 
financing materially easier this year. The receiver- 
ship situation, which was at its worst immediately 
following the war, is rapidly clearing away. 
Although thirteen railways went into receivership 
last year, eighteen were returned to their owners. 
Two of the largest companies remaining in 
receivership are practically reorganized, so that 


they can be expected to resume corporate manage- 
ment early this year. 

Most encouraging is the attitude of the railway ° 
systems toward the bus. The place of the two 
modes of transportation is being defined more 
exactly. Better still, electric railway managements 
in large number are awake to the necessity of 
using the bus to round out their systems. 
buses to the extent of 2,171 were bought last year 
by electric railways—well over twice aS many as 
in any previous year, and the companies having 
bus operation increased 80 per cent. Altogether, 
280 companies are now running 5,358 buses. 


New 


URING the year just closed more constructive 

work has been done with a view to placing the 
electric railway industry on a sound footing than 
for many a day past. Leaders of the industry, 
realizing the need for, forward-looking action, have 
been planning wisely to get a\ better viewpoint than 
has existed in the minds of the operators and the 
public. 


Of great significance is the forward move made 
by the American Hlectric Railway Association ‘in 
the formation of the Advisory Council and the 
appointment of Lucius 8S. Storrs as managing 
director. Much work is ahead of him. Alone he 
cannot accomplish a great deal. He deserves the 
co-operation and assistance of every electric rail- 
way owner, every operator, and every manufac- 
turer serving the industry. 


OR the coming year there is a great deal to 

be done. Indications are that it will be a good 
year in regard to revenues and expenditures. This 
should make it possible to carry forward the plans 
that have been made for revitalizing the industry 
so that it may render the greatest of service to 
the public. 
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Stabilized Conditions 
Should Make for Progress 


TABILITY of electric railway operating costs con- 

tinued throughout last year. Even more than in 
1924 the index figures for the industry remained fixed. 
This is brought out by Professor Richey’s article in 
‘this week’s issue, in which he reviews trends of costs 
‘and fares over the past thirteen years. The wholesale 
price index fluctuated between the limits of 161 and 
155.2, or only 3.6 per cent, as compared with 7.9 per 
cent in 1924. Electric railway construction costs 
fluctuated still less, or between 205.3 and 200.0, or only 
2.6 per cent. Electric railway operating materials costs 
varied between 150.3 and 158.4, or 5.4 per cent. Wages 
while high, showed almost no change during the year, 
going from 221 to 223, or only 0.9 per cent. On the 
revenue side of the ledger fares were likewise almost 
stationary, going from 149.6 in January to 151 in 
October, or 0.9 per cent. However, they receded a trifle 
to 150.7 in December. 

Last year this paper commented on the remarkable 
stabilization in the index figures as compared with 
previous years. The fluctuations of 1924 now appear 
almost violent as compared with those of the year just 
closed. Last year it was predicted that stabilized con- 
ditions would be continued. 'It was pointed out that 
the constructive and conservative policy being pursued 
by the Coolidge administration would make for busi- 
ness stability and hence for similar conditions in the 
electric railway industry. That prophecy has been ful- 
filled. With the experience of the past two years there 
seems to be no reason why it should not be repeated— 
that present conditions will prevail throughout the 
present régime. 

Conditions such as this should make for progress. 
Live managements have it in their power to plan with 
confidence. There is no reason to defer improvements 
for fear of losing by failure to wait for a more propi- 
tious time. What should be done is to adjust opera- 
tions to the present-day status, and to go ahead without 
fear for the future. 


Record Breaking Bus Developments 
Mark Progress Toward Co-ordination 


XPANSION of bus service rendered by electric 

railways broke all records in 1925. While nearly 
everyone realizes from casual observation that this de- 
velopment has been fast and furious, its true signifi- 
cance is not so readily discernible. Figures show that 
between Jan. 1, 1924, and Jan. 1, 1925, the number of 
railway companies operating buses increased about 30 
per cent and the number of vehicles slightly more than 
doubled. During the year just ended the number of 
railway companies operating buses increased approxi- 
mately 80 per cent and the number of buses went up 
almost 120 per cent. New buses ordered in 1925 num- 
bered more than 2,100 as compared with a total gain 
of some 2,800 in the number owned. Over 3,000 miles 
of new bus routes were established by the railways, 
while less than 300 miles of track was abandoned in 
favor of bus operation. 

Careful consideration of the. figures presented in the 
article on bus development published elsewhere in this 
issue leads to several important conclusions. 

1. The increase in the number of vehicles being more 
rapid than the increase in the number of companies 
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indicates that the experience of the railways operating 
buses has been satisfactory and that they are extending 
this type of service. 

2. The large number of buses ordered during the year 
by the railways shows that they are making an ener- 
getic effort to provide high class modern transportation 
facilities. 

8. The difference of more than 700 between the net 
gain for the year in the number of buses owned by 
electric railways and the number bought from the 
manufacturers shows that the companies have bought 
out many competing independents with a view to co- 
ordinating rail and bus services. Just how many buses 
were bought in this way is difficult to determine, but 
the number is considerably more than 700 because the 
number of buses junked during the year must be added 
to the figure mentioned above. 

4. The mileage of extensions to bus routes operated 
by electric railways being more than ten times as great 
as the railway mileage on which the bus has replaced 
the car indicates that the existing transportation sys- 
tems are spreading out to provide service to additional 
territory. 

Encouragement for both the bus and the electric rail- 
way is to be found in this situation. Not as competitors 
but as partners in a joint-transportation enterprise 
they are forging ahead. Co-ordinated service, long be- 
lieved to be the solution of the transportation problem, 
made real progress during the past year. 


The Public Judges a Railway 
by the Appearance of Its Cars 


ONDITIONS which demand the earnest attention 

of the entire industry are evident as the result of 
a survey of the age of electric railway passenger cars. 
This nation-wide survey, made by ELECTRIC RAILWAY 
JOURNAL as a feature of this issue, is published on 
another page. Although mere age alone is of little 
significance, when viewed in the light of progress that 
has been made in design and construction over a given 
period, it becomes a definite index to the condition of 
the physical equipment. The past fifteen years have 
brought many fundamental improvements in cars. Pre- 
vious estimates indicating 25,000 obsolete cars that 
are in condition to demand rapid replacement are now 
shown to have been very conservative. 

Of much greater importance than seems to be 
generally accepted are the factors arising from the 
condition of the cars on a given property. It has been 
demonstrated on many roads that modern, attractive 
equipment has a direct effect on the volume of riding. 
That it helps to maintain regular schedules and to 
reduce delays and pull-ins is obvious. But it is not so 
generally recognized that such cars have a direct effect 
not only on the public’s opinion of the railway but also 
on the morale of platform employees and on their gen- | 
eral attitude toward their work. There has also been 
too little attention given to the reduction in accident 
hazard made possible by modern cars. 

Many examples indicate that the increased earnings 
and reduced expenses that result from the operation of 
modern cars of proper design provide an attractive in- 
vestment basis for financing. Car builders are ready 
and willing to finance new cars on attractive terms that 
literally permit them to pay for themselves. One large 
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car builder considers equipment trust paper so attrac- 
tive that he carries it himself as a desirable investment. 
According to this same builder, no electric railway has 
ever defaulted on an equipment trust. 

In the light of these conditions it is apparent that the 
industry has been backward in modernizing its equip- 
ment. To be sure, it has passed through a most severe 
period of operating handicaps and restricted credit. 
But many properties have spent relatively large sums 
for rebuilding and rehabilitating old, awkward-looking 
and heavy cars. There has been a tendency to act on 
the basis that a street car should last forever. Too little 
attention has been given to, the effect of obsolescence 
on the general standing of the railway in its community. 
The public has been educated to look for improved 
design and appearance in transportation vehicles, and in 
many cities the nondescript and venerable cars suffer 
by comparison with the modern automobiles. Their 
appearance has been taken as symbolic of the general 
condition of the industry. 

Much of the popular apathy toward measures for the 
relief and improvement of electric railway transporta- 
tion is attributable,.in part at least, to the impression 
of general obsolescence made by the appearance of many 
cars. The sooner these are replaced and removed from 
service the quicker will the industry move forward 
toward that era of renewed prosperity and usefulness 
which most leaders of thought foresee for the immediate 
future. 


Tendencies in Car Design 
as Reflected by Statistics 


NE-MAN, two-man cars were bought in greatest 

quantities during 1925. This evidence of the con- 
tinued’ popularity of this type of car is an outstanding 
feature of the statistics of new rolling stock purchases 
for last year. For city service one-man, two-man cars 
constituted 45 per cent of the total of new cars bought, 
and 14.4 per cent of the interurban cars were of this 
type. Cars arranged solely for one-man operation 
amounted to but 11.6 per cent of the total number 
bought for city service. The number of two-man cars 
was nearly double that of the one-man type but less than 
half the one-man, two-man cars. 

These figures summarize the relative buying during 
1925 of the three types of passenger cars used in surface 
transportation. The flexibility of the one-man, two-man 
type which can be operated by one man during off-peak 
periods and by two men in most congested service meets 
a long-felt want. 

In regard to the size of surface cars, most of the 
demand was for a car about 44 ft. long and seating 48 
passengers. In collecting data for this issue no attempt 
was made to assemble information as to structural de- 
tails, but from descriptions of cars published during the 
year it appears that end entrance and exit cars have 
been purchased almost entirely. Arch roofs and “T” 
posts are universally used. Platforms are level with the 
car floor or with slight ramps and a single step between 
the roadway and platforms is used. With this type of 
construction 26 in. diameter wheels became the universal 
favorite in order to keep step heights to about 16 in. 

In general, there have been no radical departures in 
car design during the last year from that put forward 
in 1924. Much attention, however, has been given to in- 
creasing attractiveness and providing greater comfort. 


Large Mileage of Track Extensions 
Augurs Well for Future of Electric Railways 


PTIMISM for the future of the electric railways 

is the outstanding impression created by examina- 
tion of the figures for track extensions made in 1925. 
New track built during the past year totals nearly 340 
miles, more than in any other year since 1917. It 
would be difficult, indeed, to find more convincing 
evidence of the important place which the electric rail- 
way occupies in the general transportation scheme. 

City track extensions were larger than for many 
years past, as were also the interurban track extensions. 
This was no sudden spurt to make up for delayed de- 
velopment, as each of the past four years has shown 
greater track extensions than the preceding twelve- 
month period. Expenditures for track construction in 
1925, however, were not so large as they have been in 
some other years. This may be explained by the fact 
that many extensions have been in suburban territory, 
where the cost of construction is moderate, and also by 
the fact that part of the paving expense is now being 
borne by the municipalities. 

That the figures for recent years are smaller than 
those of a decade ago should cause no uneasiness. In 
those earlier days the electric railway industry was 
still in a state of development. Today the need for 
rapid expansion is past, and a steady, healthy growth 
has taken its place. In fact, we now realize that not 
all of the expansion of earlier years was necessary or 
economically justifiable. 

But that lesson has been learned. Extensions are not 
being made nowadays to compete with existing lines, 
nor to aid in the promotion of real estate ventures. 
They are made to fill real transportation needs, and 
only where the volume of traffic promises to justify the 
expense. Forced by the pressure of post-war high 
prices to scrutinize every expenditure with the greatest 
care, the electric railways have never cast off the habit. 
Yet they deem it worth while to continue building 
hundreds of miles of new track every year. 

Let the pessimists. weep at their own prophesies of 
impending doom for the electric railways. Unwavering 
confidence in the future on the part of the manage- 
ments and investors is indicated by their readiness thus 
to increase the physical plant year after year. 


Manufacturers Have Contributed Much 
to Progress of the Industry in 1925 


ELL-GROUNDED satisfaction may be gained from 
the degree of stability which has marked electric 
railway equipment prices during the past year. While 
the general upward trend of economic prosperity has. 
not affected this field directly, due perhaps to the policy 
of watchful waiting adopted by the operating compa- 
nies in the matter of additions to equipment, neverthe- 
less the industrial situation, viewed from the standpoint 
of the manufacturers, is not too somber in aspect. 
Practically every business forecast assures a con- 
tinuation of excellent industrial conditions in general 
for at least the first half of 1926. Prices are expected 
to remain fairly stable and there seems Jittle reason to 
presume any variation from this rule on the part of 
railway supplies. In fact, it would seem, from the pre- 
dictions for the current year made elsewhere in this 
issue by representative manufacturers, that a spirit of 
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confidence is shared generally in the ability of the indus- 
try to hold its own and slightly improve its purchases. 

In the important matter of research and development 
work on new equipment the manufacturers have been 
far from idle during 1925. Regardless of the rather 
sluggish buying which characterized the past twelve 
months, the producers of railway supplies realized the 
necessity of further aiding the operating companies 
through improvements in rolling stock and equipment 
which would cut down operating costs and attract addi- 
tional passengers. Hence the large sums annually ex- 
pended in this direction suffered no material reductions. 

It is interesting, in this connection, to note the par- 
ticular forward strides which representative manufac- 
turers themselves consider as having contributed most 
of value to the welfare of the industry. Among these 
were noteworthy reductions in the weights of city and 
suburban cars, the development of a practically noise- 
less street car and improvements in the efficiencies of 
gas-electric buses. Of more genera! application to trans- 
portation problems was the further perfection of oil- 
electric cars and locomotives. 


Electric Railway Expenditures Again on 
an Even Keel This Year 


ONSIDER the fact that the purchasing power of 
the electric railway industry in the last three years 
has had a high of $282,000,000 and a low of $262,700,- 
000, a variation of less than 8 per cent. This indicates 
a most even trend of a business of truly large magni- 
tude. The forecast this year is that $296,150,000 will 
be spent on new plant and materials for maintenance of 
existing plant, exclusive of labor. This is nearly 10 
per cent greater than the average of the last three years. 
Essentially, half of the enormous total will be spent 
for new construction that will require some form of 
financing. In recent years this has been a matter of 
difficulty that has been overcome to some extent through 
the issue of customer and employee ownership securities 
or through the aid of car trusts or temporary loans. 

The remainder of the budget is that portion of the 
operating moneys required for the purchase of mate- 
rials, repair parts and supplies used in the regular 
maintenance of the cars, tracks, buildings and other 
structures of the operating companies. 

The electric railway industry is indeed one of tre- 
mendous proportions. Besides the operating forces 
necessary to utilize the invested capital and put to work 
the new money planned for the new year, there is an 
entire army of men immediately behind the front line 
ranks in the form of ‘the manufacturers. It is the duty 
of this group properly to design, manufacture and 
market the products necessary for operation. 

Hach phase of these operations is an important ele- 
ment in the successful operation of the railways, and 
the work of design, manufacture and marketing 
of the supplies and materials is of as much importance 
to the purchaser as the market itself is to the manu- 
facturer. This relationship is often lost sight of and 
is one that calls for the closest co-operation. 

Certainly the record of these years and the promise 
of the new year go a long way to offset the gloom that 
crops up from time to time, either occasioned by a local 
company in financial difficulties or perhaps from cer- 
tain sections of the banking fraternity that have some 
railway issue thrust back on their shoulders through 
failure to pay a return on a swollen capitalization. 
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Proper Balance of Financial 
Structure Essential 


ENTIMENT among bankers toward electric railway 

‘securities is distinctly more favorable than it was 
two years, or even a year, ago. This is reflected in the 
article elsewhere in this issue. The most glowing senti- 
ments, however, are likely to run to cover under the test 
of performance. It is not intended by this remark to 
convey the idea that there is any lack of sincerity in the - 
opinions expressed, but merely to indicate that less fear 
is felt both among the bankers and the investing public 
about the future outlook for the electric railways and 
for the securities based on these properties as a lien. 
That might at first appear like a Pyrrhic victory, but 
actually it reflects the sentiment fostered by the many 
examples of electric railways revitalized in the last few 
years. 

Bankers recognize fully the adverse conditions under 
which many managements have labored and appreciate 
the accomplishments in the application of engineering 
and managerial skill, but they agree with the committee 
which reported at the Atlantic City convention that the 
only way out for many properties is by the reorganiza- 
tion of the capital structure. The presentation of this 
report was one of the most noteworthy events of the 
year. To many, no doubt, the recommendations con- 
tained in it, particularly the one urging voluntary re- 
adjustment of finances, came as a shock, but it was a 
shock that was very much needed. The committee cer- 
tainly did a business-like job. There is no need te 
reiterate all the points that the bankers brought out. 
It does seem advisable, however, to point out again the 
value of the car trust certificate as a vehicle for the 
financing of purchases of new equipment. A review of 
the record of the past shows the high regard in which 
such securities are held among the bankers, the car 
builders and the investing public. A great help in this 
connection will be the successful working out of the 
plans for interchangeable freight equipment now under 
way among properties in the Central West. 

The talent is available on the operating side to carry 
on progressively, but an improper, antiquated and rigid 
financial structure is recognized by the bankers as a 
greater hindrance than an antiquated engineering struc- 
ture or plant. In either case the management does not 
have tools sufficiently flexible and convenient to permit 
satisfactory operation. To the end that the bankers 
may be more fully informed about the financial prob- 
lems of the electric railways the plea is made for co- 
operation among the members of the American Electric 
Railway Association in presenting data which would 
include a balance sheet as of Dec. 31, 1925, with a record 
of earnings and interest charges for the last five years 
as an indication of each particular trend and also an 
estimate of earnings and interest charges for the next 
five years, and a statement of the probable new capital 
necessary and the debt maturing within five years. 

The time for response to this appeal is at hand. 
Banker co-operation with the electric railway industry 
and the constructive work that the bankers may be able. 
to do depend very largely on the extent to which the 
various companies respond. It is not always true, either 
financially or otherwise, that he travels farthest who 
travels alone. The industry is bent upon developing the 
science of transportation. There can be no adequate 
development of this kind that does not take fully into 
account the place that proper financial balance in 
corporate structure plays in modern business. 
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Railways Plan to Spend $296,000,000 for 
Plant and Material in 1926 


Purchasing Power of the Industry Shows Healthy Progress—An 
Increase of 11.66 per Cent Over Last Year’s Figures Is Prom- 
ised—Large Track Construction Program Is Included in Forecast 
Submitted by the 57 Operating Companies Furnishing Information 


promise to exceed those in 1925 by 11.66 per cent. 
ELECTRIC RAILWAY JOURNAL’S forecast for 1926 is 
$296,150,000. This is higher than the estimated actual 
expenditures for any of the preceding three years and 
is significant of the outstanding confidence in the per- 
manence of the industry. 
This is the fourth forecast of the purchasing power of 
the electric railway industry made by this paper. In De- 
cember of each year it sends quéstionnaires to a number 


Poovonise to by electric railways for the new year 


of large companies, in which they are requested to sub-- 


mit confidential figures showing the actual materials 
expenditures for way and structures, equipment, and 
power, divided between capital and maintenance ac- 
counts. Necessarily, the actual expenditures reported 
must be based on ten or eleven months of the current 
year, which, however, is generally quite accurate. The 
forecast for the coming year is based on the budget 
figures as actually prepared by those companies making 
replies to the questionnaire. There is a continual in- 
crease in the number of companies making returns. 
This year there was a total of 57 companies, represent- 


ing most of the large companies and geographically well 
distributed over the United States. : 

An analysis of the accompanying table and charts 
based on the data contained in this table shows many 
interesting figures. Of importance is the trend of main- 
tenance expenditures, which have steadily increased for 
three years and promise a further advance in 1926 equal 
to an increase over 1923 of nearly 50, per cent. ; 

Expenditures for new plant and equipment in, 1925 
and the forecast for 1926 do not come up to 1923. The 


-forecast.for--1926, however, promises a substantial in- 


crease over 1924 and an even greater increase over 1925 
of $25,000,000. While the increased use of the bus is’ 
responsible for a large part of this promised advance; 
it is a significant fact that expenditures for way and 
structures, largely new track, promise a marked up- 
ward trend in 1926 of nearly $20,000,000 over 1925. 
Segregation of equipment expenditures into rail cars 
and buses is a new feature in this year’s estimate. 
Expenditures for new buses and accessories by electric 
railway companies were more than $15,000,000 in 1925, 
or 23.8 per cent of the total amount spent for equipment. 


1922 1923 
$85,000,000 


38,000,000 


Way and structures 
Equipment 


28,000,000 
$151,000,000 


Way and structures 
Equipment 


_ Way and structures 
Equipment 


44,000,000 
$282,000,000 


“ELECTRIC RAILWAY JOURNAL’S” ESTIMATE OF 
EXPENDITURES OF THE INDUSTRY 


New Plant and Equipment 


$74,000,000 
78,000,000 
28,009,000 
$180,000,000 
Maintenance Materials and Supplies 
$42,000,000 

44,000,000 

16,000,000 

$102,000,000 

Total of New Plant and Maintenance Materials 


$116,000,000 
122,000,000 


Forecast 
1 1926 


$72,000,000 
45,700,009 
22,750,000 
8,320,000 


1925 
$52,400,000 
Rail. 50,400,000 
Bus. . 15,680,000 
55150,000 


1924 
$56,000,090 
60,200,000 


17,000,000 


$133,200,000 $123,630,000 


$148,770,000 ~ 


$58,950,000 
54,000,000 
11,230,000 
23,200,000 


$56,900,000 
Rail. .54;700,000 
Bus. . .7,370,000 
22,650,000 


$57,500,000 
54,009,000 


18,000,000 


$129,500,000 $141,620,000 $147,380,000 


$109,300,000 
Rail. 105,100,000 
Bus. ..23,050,000 
27,800,000 


$130,950,000 
99,700,000 
33,980,000 
31,520,000 


$113,500,000 
114,200,000 


35,000,000 


$262,700,000 $265,250,000 $296,150,000 


In 1926 the expenditure gait: 
for buses is estimated afye 
nearly $23,000,000, or 33.2 
per cent of the total esti- 
mated new equipment pur- 
chases in 1926. The com- 
bined expenditures for rail 
cars and buses have thus 
remained fairly constant 
for a period of four years, 
including the 1926° fore- 
cast. 

Of peculiar interest is 
the marked upward trend 
of. the estimate for new 
track expenditures in the 
1926 forecast. For the 
first time in four years the 
track expenditures have 
forged ahead of those for 0 
equipment. One incentive 
for increasing line exten- 
sions, double-tracking, etc., 
is undoubtedly the relief of 
paving charges that many 
companies have succeeded 
in obtaining. With the coming of the new year further 
relief is expected from this antiquated form of taxation. 

New plant expenditures in the power group show a 
marked falling off for 1925 and in the forecast for 1926. 
This is undoubtedly due to the increased use of pur- 
chased power as against power generation and denotes 
generally an economy in operation, although it detracts 
from this one angle of the purchasing power of the 
industry. 

Without doubt there was an excess of optimism a 
year ago on the part of the railway companies reporting 
expenditures and budgets, which were used in making 
this annual estimate of the purchasing power of the 
industry. The excessive estimate for new plant and 
equipment was more than could be expected of a con- 
servative growth. Early in 1925 there was a general 
recession in business all over the country. This natur- 
ally had its effect on the electric railway industry. In 
the early months of the year passenger traffic was off 
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1926 
Forecast 
: New Plant and Equipment 
Analysis of purchases for new plant and equipment indicate 


that expenditures for way and structures will forge ahead of in- 
creased rolling stock purchases in 1926. 
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Total Expenditures for New Plant and Equipment and 
Maintenance Materials and Supplies 


The purchasing power of the electric railway industry for 
materials and supplies, and new plant and equipment, equals 
nearly 30 per cent of its billion dollar annual income. 
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that the total revenues for 
the year will equal those 
for 1924, the period for 
starting major improve- 
ments had passed. Con- 
sequently many companies 
showed a materially re- 
duced program for exten- 
sions and capital expen- 
ditures from that they 
anticipated a year ago. 

The estimated purchases 
of maintenance materials 
and supplies, however, were 
exceeded and indicate a 
tendency to put the house 
in order and to progress 
with new projects in an 
orderly manner. 

The method of making 
this forecast by ELECTRIC 
RAILWAY JOURNAL is sim- 
ilar to that employed in 
years previous. Essentially 
the same list of companies 
: was» requested to report 
expenditures for the year 1925 and the budget for the 
coming year. Some companies replied that they made 
no budgets, others replied that they weren’t ready, and 
others just didn’t reply. A great many of the com- 
panies, however, appreciated the importance of the 
estimate and made careful and prompt returns. In- 
cluded among these are most of the large companies in 
all parts of the United States. The totals for the 
industry are interpolated from the ratio that the track 
mileage and operating cars of the reporting companies 
bear to the total of the industry. 

These estimates do not include expenditures for new 
subways and elevated railways that are financed by the 
cities in which they operate. Likewise this estimate is 
far less than the actual expenditures for operating the 
properties as the estimate of maintenance materials and 
supplies is only for purchases of such materials, and 

does not include labor or the purchases of 

150 other supplies used in office routine, and 

transportation and traffic department. 
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Maintenance Materials and Supplies 
The steady increase in maintenance and rehabilitation expendi- 


tures is the greatest indication of the operators’ 
industry. 
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Your Place Is on the Band Wagon Along with the Leaders 


Fiction Has Nothing on These Facts! 


Suppose You Went to the Door to Answer the Bell and Found a Conductor Instead of a Cop, What Would 
You Say?—A Science of Transportation Is Being Developed—If You Don’t Believe It 
You Are Out of Touch with the Events of the Industry During 1925 


said of one of his articles: “If 
this article, which is meant to 
be deliciously light and playful, ap- 
pears to you to be fraught with an 
underlying varicose vein of gloom, 
do not hastily pass it by, but remem- 
ber that it’s in the interest of sci- 
ence.” That sentence helps a lot. It 
certainly is a light and playful task 
to take all the outstanding events of 
the year in this industry and weave 
them together into a whole that will 
be as stimulating as is H. G. Wells’ 
history of the world. But the vicis- 
situdes of journalism are beyond 
divination. Science must be served. 
Mr. Wells-can, perhaps, afford to be 
romantic rather then realistic, but I 
must be realistic in much that I 
write. All Secretary Welsh’s men 
would call me to account if I treated 
playfully the statistics of the in- 
dustry compiled by my good friend 
Edmund J. Murphy, who registered 
his magnum opus as an orator at the 
recent convention at Atlantic City. 
All the adverse factors considered, 
there is cheer for nearly every- 


G sitet FORD, the famous wit, 


ByG. J. MacMurray 
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body in statistics published by the 
American Electric Railway Associa- 
tion in May which gave operating 
results on 870 companies, mostly the 
larger ones. Altogether their oper- 
ating revenues in 1924 were $786,- 
530,422, or approximately 1 per cent 
less than in 1923; the operating ex- 
penses in 1924 were $581,288,567, or 
approximately 0.6 per cent less than 
in 1923, making the 1924 net oper- 
ating revenue $205,241,855, or ap- 
proximately 2 per cent less than in 
1928. The revenue passengers de- 
creased 1.18 per cent. These figures 
are neither strident nor cacophonous. 
They are merely a delicate adumbra- 
tion of sacred truth achieved by the 
association’s cicerone of statistics. I 
have no desire to paint the lily or to 
gild gold. Let us pass on. 


FACE TO FACE WITH THE 
PETRIFIED PAST 


Far too often we find ourselves 
face to face with the petrified tradi- 
tions of past periods. This is not a 
new situation in the electric railway 
industry. Heretofore this matter 


has been met by doing something 
drastic, very drastic—like passing a 
resolution. This year, however, the 
new Advisory Council, headed by B. 
C. Cobb, selected Lucius S. Storrs to 
develop a science of transportation 
which would result in bringing the 
members of the family into what 
Samuel Johnson might have called a 
consanguine conglobulation. The in- 
dustry’s birthstone might be the 
grindstone, but it at last came to 
the same conclusion as the vacuum 
cleaner, which exclaimed one day as 
it was pushed over the carpet: “I’m 
being played for a sucker.” In other 
words the industry was like the man 
who slipped on a banana peel and 
executed a funny face, not being 
hurt, as it turned out, but having 
his dignity somewhat ruffled. When 
he recovered a moment later a friend 
was holding his hat and a number of 
people had formed a circle. 

“What do these idlers want?” he 
snarled. 

“They are not idlers,’’ explained 
his friend soothingly. “Here’s a 
doctor who wants to look you over, 
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a lawyer ready to bring suit for you 
and a producer of comic films who 
would like to write you up.” 

It was something like that with 
the railways. There they were, all 
the experts—one saying his traffic 
arteries were congested, another that 
his co-ordination was bad. 

What the industry needed was not 
more doctors, but fewer of them. 
If expert advice were wanted, why 
not get a man who was an expert? 
And so it turned to Mr. Storrs. Not 
until Mr. Storrs had been in office 
several months did he attempt to 
prescribe. Then at the meeting of 
the New York Association he said 
that the electric railway industry 
needed to do four things: (1) Mod- 
ernize equipment, including co-or- 
dination of electric car and bus 
service; (2) inform the public re- 
garding local transportation facts; 
(3) obtain greater co-operation 
among individual utility men for the 
general good of public service; (4) 
secure remedial legislation necessary 
to better service by open and above- 
board methods. 


THE POWER BEHIND THE DRONE 


This diagnosis provoked a lot of 
comment. But the comment of our 
contemporaries is not always con- 
structive. It often is merely con- 
versation. That’s what much of the 
comment on the Storrs speech was 
—just conversation. It was like the 
remark emitted by Pat, in the hos- 
pital for observation after an ac- 
cident. The house surgeon carefully 
examined the patient, after which 
he thus stated the case to the nurse: 

“As subcutaneous abrasion is not 
observable, I think there is little 
reason to apprehend tegumental 
cicatrization of the wound. What 
do you think yourself?” he asked Pat. 

“Sure, doctor,” replied Pat, 
“you're a wonderful thought reader. 
You took the words out of my mouth.” 

All of which may make Mr. Storrs 
the power behind the drone. 

And so we enter upon the period 
of the renaissance of the industry. 
It is always difficult to fix the limits 
of any such period. For many com- 
panies it began years back, for 
others it has only lately begun, for 
still others it remains to begin and 
for the few it never will begin. 
These last will become the men of 
forgotten streets. The direction in 
which this industry is headed igs 
shown by the material contained in 
briefs submitted in the contest for 
the Coffin award, won this year by 


the Pittsburgh Railways, and by the 
events of the October convention. 
A. W. Thompson, president of the 
Pittsburgh company, said that while 
many things have made it possible 
for the company to come within the 
requirements laid down for the con- 
test, he believed its chief asset has 
been the successful partnership ar- 
rangement with the city for the 
operation of the trolley service. 
Incidentally there never was a 
convention of the association that 
reflected so well the general progres- 
sive spirit of the industry as did the 
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The Industry’s Birthstone Ought Not 
to Be the Grindstone 


one last October. That isn’t apple 
sauce, either. It led all others in 
accomplishments, in attendance, in 
exhibits and in the quality of the 
presentations by the committees and 
the various speakers. Freddie Dell, 
who always insists that things shall 
be just so, supplied the following 
final figures. 
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The new president, Frank R. 
Coates, has a most likable personality 
and is a capable and progressive 
operator. Jack Shannahan, his im- 
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mediate predecessor, made a _ par- 
ticularly enviable record. This is all 
the more to his credit as he suc- 
ceeded in office a man of very great 
talent, a prodigious worker and a 
rescuer of properties for which be- 
fore his advent there appeared to 
be little or no hope. Mr. Shannahan, 


unassuming, unpretentious, took up- 


the work where Mr. Budd left off. 
The torch was his to hold high. And 
he did. Largely to him is due the 
credit both for the formation of the 
advisory council and the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Storrs. As for the 
general work of the association, that 


story was told at length by John A. 


Dewhurst in the issue for Dec. 12, 
page 1029. 

In speaking of the convention 
there is no reason why the lighter 
side of it should be left out of con- 


. sideration, just because it was dis- 


covered too late to do anything about 
it that one-of the speakers had been 
vaccinated with a phonograph needle. 
The girls over at the association 
office, the Misses Sheridan and Kelly 
and the sprightly Mrs. Siebrecht, 
are wearing at work the smocks that 


‘were distributed on Carnival Night. - 


In doing this they have set a fashion 
—created a style. But we are get- 
ting away from the point, as the 
shavings remarked to the pencil 
sharpener. ; 


DEVELOP THE SCIENCE OF 
TRANSPORTATION 


Don’t think that all the good pa- 
pers and all the good things were 
said at Atlantic City. 
midyear meeting that announcement 
was made of the real program of the 
association for the year and that 
Mr. Storrs had been chosen manag- 
ing director. You will recall that 


Owen D. Young said at this meeting . 


that “you have an industry, but 
perhaps you haven’t an art; you have 
a trade, but perhaps you haven’t a 
science, and I take it, it will be the 
business of your managing director 
to develop the science of transporta- 
tion in your field.” There were many 
notable sectional meetings. At the 
New York gathering Mr. Storrs laid 
down his program for the industry. 
Mr. Shannahan in New England 
spoke on broadening the work of the 
association. It was only one of a 
number of important addresses made 
by him. D. W. Snyder of the Illinois 
Traction made a notable address on 
merchandising transportation last 
April before the Illinois Association. 
In June interurban consolidation and 
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car design were the topics of the 
C.H.R.A. summer meeting—always a 
great event. 

Again Mr. Storrs made a cheerful 
and constructive address. At this 
meeting of the C.E.R.A. John A. 
Beeler advanced his suggestion for 
the consolidation of the interurbans 
in the Middle West, with the construc- 
tion of connecting links. Like all of 
Mr. Beeler’s work he made it specific 
and the presentation entertaining. 
It was a big idea, this. To a limited 
extent the suggestion is being 
achieved by the Insull interests, who 
have the North Shore, the South 
Shore and other interurban prop- 
erties extending as far south as 
Louisville. Meanwhile don’t forget 
the good work done in rehabilitating 
the Buffalo & Erie Railway and the 
very excellent work on the Detroit 
United! 


It’s A PRIVILEGE TO DEMAND 
GOOD TRANSPORTATION 


At the C.E.R.A. meeting, too, was 


the suggestion made by Charlie 


Gordon about the need for style in 
car design and the first intimation 
conveyed to the industry of the ex- 
tent of the obsolete equipment which 
is now in service. This need for the 
installation of new equipment was 
driven home at Atlantic City and 
later by Mr. Shannahan in his West 
Virginia address. Many managers, 
far too many managers, are endeay- 
oring to merchandise a product of 
the kind produced in 1900 or earlier. 
Is it any wonder that the public is 
reluctant to respond? And you will 
recall that George Kippenberger, 
now vice-president of the St. Louis 
Car Company, said that the car 
builder had very little choice in the 
matter. ~ The manufacturer built to 
specifications. He sensed that in 
this day and age the passengers 
wanted something more than just to 
be handled safely. This is a reflec- 
tion of the same sentiment to which 
Pete Witt gave expression at the 
midyear meeting to the effect that 
Pullman was the first man to sense 
the fact that the public wanted 
better transportation. As James H. 
McGraw said in “Charting a New 
Course” in the issue for Sept. 26, 
“Tt is a privilege of the people to 
demand better and better transporta- 
tion, and for it theirs is the obliga- 
tion to pay. Our duty is to serve 
in a manner worthy of our trust.” 
The extent to which the JOURNAL 
prints the proceedings shows the 
regard in which it holds all these 
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efforts to bring out significant facts 
presented in the papers and in the 
discussions before national and sec- 
tional bodies. 


Sir GALAHAD OF PUBLIC SERVICE 


To borrow a phrase, the electric 
railway man should be Sir Galahad 
with public service as his Holy 
Grail. The equipment means little 
if its use is not sold intensively. 
That is just what is being done. Not 
only is service being advertised, but 
the street car and the bus are, 
metaphorically speaking, being taken 


Selling the Car and the Bus Just as Other 
Commodities Are Sold 


right into the home. .The Toronto 
Transportation Commission asked its 
patrons by mail for service sugges- 
tions. So did the Key* System 
Transit in Oakland and the Spring- 
field Street Railway, Springfield, 
Mass. The Pittsburgh Railways 
sent a Christmas card toa selected 


list of its customers. In. Grand 
Rapids, where so many progressive 
things have been done, L. J. 


DeLamarter organized a campaign in 
which his trainmen called personally 
on the ladies of the city with a mes- 
sage from the street car company. 
Imagine answering the front door- 
bell and finding a conductor -there 
instead of a cop. Mr. DeLamarter 
wasn’t content with this. He also 
staged his famous “Don’t Worry” 
campaign. In an editorial early in 
the year the Philadelphia Ledger 
actually paraded the virtues of Mr. 
Mitten’s motormen and conductors 
before the public of the City of 
Brotherly Love. Instance upon in- 
stance might be cited of this growing 
appreciation of the place of the rail- 
way in the community. 
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At the midyear meeting Pete Witt 
said he had ridden street cars in 
nineteen cities until he was sore but 
satisfied. In one of these cities Pete 
mistook the conductor for the fellow 
who greases the track. Pete’s talk 
registered, all right, but what of the 
general transformation now going 
on? Think of the natty conductors 
of the Grand Rapids Railway, the 
Lord Chesterfields on the cars in 
Denver, the Beau Brummels who 
work for Bill Sawyer on the lines of 
the East St. Louis & Suburban Rail- 
way, which recently had its third 
annual clean-up of cars and crews! 
Forty-six men at East St. Louis 
received the maximum reward for 
their spic-and-span appearance; more 
than 100 others received a $5 bonus. 

In Oil City, Pa., cars are being 
named for local pioneers. The Okla- 
homa Railway has purchased and 
fully equipped a model farm near 
Guthrie. Francis Wilson, one of the 
receivers of the Kansas City Rail- 
ways, has been riding on his own 
cars for five years to learn what the 
public wants. All of which helps to 
get the community with you, as Tom ~ 
Fitzgerald of Pittsburgh said. There 
the management recognized the truth ~ 
of Lincoln’s words ‘With public 
sentiment nothing can fail, and 
against public sentiment nothing can 
succeed.” Last summer both the 
Brooklyn City Railroad and the Des 
Moines’ City Railway permitted 
women to smoke on cars. Instance 
upon instance, each notable in itself, 
could be piled up here as a record. 


THEY JUST WOULDN’T BE LICKED 


Not only in what they are actually 
doing for the public are many com- 
panies setting a dazzling pace, but 
they are telling the world about it— 
they are emphasizing their own good 
points and bringing the good points © 
of their city and their community 
to the attention of the _ public. 
Consider for a moment the little 
booklet, “A Texas Idea!” Five little 
utilities down in Texas, the kind that 
were hardest hit, just refused to be 
licked. One of them won the Coffin 
award a year ago, but the work of 
the others was equally notable. “A 
Texas Idea” was a classic. 

It would of course be impossible 
to cite all the good advertising that 
has been done during the year. 
There is the noteworthy work of 
Labert St. Clair, effective and avail- 
able to the entire industry. Guy C. 
Hecker made the editorial page of the 
New York Evening Post with “Now, 


10 ELECTRIC RAILWAY JOURNAL 


My Idea Is This.” In addition to 
this there is a vast effort on the 
part of individual companies. An 
outstanding instance of this is the 
work of the Atlanta company. It 
made a great deal out of the fact 
that it permitted its patrons to have 
a voice in choosing the colors of the 
company’s cars. It also did a whale 
of a job in advertising the new bus 
service. It just made the people of 
Atlanta want to ride. 


SERVICE MEANS SELLING FREIGHT 
ON THE INTERURBANS 


The most important development 
in the interurban freight business 
in the recent past has been the es- 
tablishment of through rates and 
joint transportation arrangements, 
not only between connecting electric 
lines but also with steam railroads 
and boat lines. Freight service of- 
fered by the average interurban line 
at the present time is largely con- 
fined to the handling of merchandise 
or package compartments. Little has 
been done toward the development of 
straight carload business. A few 
companies have established a pick-up 
and delivery business. During 1925 
the freight business will return a 
revenue of about $65,000,000 to the 
electric railways. 

The roads in the small cities are 
still having a great deal of trouble, 
but recognition seems to be growing 
of their essentiality. Witness the 
recent votes in favor of continuing 
the railways in Oskaloosa, Lorain, 
Port Arthur and Whitefish Bay as 
opposed to the substitution of the 
bus. The Gary Railway, under 
Insull management, has made a 
notable record, as has also the At- 
tleboro Street Railway system, mod- 
ernized and brought up to date as 
described by John A. Miller, Jr., in 
the issue of Aug. 29. Here, too, is 
the bus being co-ordinated with the 
railway. 

Not all the riding is being done 
that should be done—or, perhaps, 
better could be induced, but the 
record, except in certain individual 
cases, is a progressive one. The latest 
United States census shows that in 
1922 each inhabitant rode 116 times 
as the average. In 1890 there were 
only 32 revenue rides per inhabitant. 
The number of revenue rides ‘is 
much greater in the cities. In 1922 
they were 257 per capita, an increase 
from 109 in 1890. The per capita 
rides in the city of New York have 
increased from 218 in 1890 to 448 in 
1924. 


Right here don’t forget the good 
work of the various public relations 
men and the heads of the State Pub- 
lie Utility Information Bureaus! 
These fellows, by and large, are do- 
ing a whale of a job. Nothing is 
more important than a public rela- 
tions policy of the right kind. Pub- 
lic relations work must be done well 
or it had better be left alone. Alto- 
gether too many of these men oc- 


Too Frequently the Public Relations Policy 
Is Wrapped Up Ready for Delivery 


cupy the roéle of attorney for the 
defense. Mr. Storrs says that too 
frequently is it the case that when 
the company’s public relations policy 
is wrapped up and ready for de- 
livery the public relations men are 
expected by hocus-pocus methods to 
have it received with enthusiasm 
and even with public applause. 


GIVE THE STREET CAR A CHANCE 


After all, the street car utilizes the 
surface street area more effectively 
for passengers carried than any 
other vehicle. Suggestions made by 
the committee on traffic congestion 
of the American Electric Railway 
Transportation & Traffic Association 
include abolition of automobile park- 
ing at all or specified hours at all 
points where it seriously interferes 
with the free movement of car 
traffic; establishment of one-way 
streets; establishment of boulevard 
stops at thoroughfares having car 
lines; some segregation of traffic; 
some regulation of pedestrian traffic ; 
abolition of parades along or cross- 
ing streets required for heavy essen- 
tial traffic; some abolition of left 
turns; establishment of safety zones, 
where electric cars stop to receive 
or discharge passengers. 

The street cars furnish the low- 
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fare rush-hour universal transfer 
service. The bus is a different 
vehicle. It offers a different serv- 


ice, and the price should be in ac- 
cordance. No paper presented during 
the year aroused more comment than 
did that by Fred Buffe, general man- 
ager for the receivers of the Kansas 
City Railways. Reference to his 
remarks brings up the question 
of the use of the bus by the rail- 
ways. JOURNAL figures elsewhere 
in this issue show that 280 electric 
railways are using 5,300 buses. In 
1921, the records indicate that there 
were only 16 electric railways oper- 
ating buses. In too many instances 
of the union of the railway and the 
bus it has been a case of miscegena- 
tion. The. bride married with con- 
descension, hoping that the bride- 
groom might rise to her level and 
never for a moment suspecting that 
hubby was already at her level if 
not above it. _ 

In 1924 the largest single increase 
in the number of buses was made by 
the Public Service Railway, which 
added more than 500 to its equip- 
ment. Second in number of buses 
acquired during that year was the 
Northern Ohio Traction & Light 
Company, and third, the Pacific Elec- 
tric Railway. Notable additions were 
made by all of these companies in 
1925 and by the Cleveland Railway, 
the Kansas City Railways, the D. U. 
R. and at Atlanta. In Philadelphia 
alone 200 buses operating over seven 
routes have been put in service by 
the Philadelphia Rural Transit Com- 
pany, a subsidiary of the Philadel- 
phia Rapid Transit Company. There 
is little need to do more than mention 
Mr. Mitten’s purchase of the Phila- 
dephia taxis. 

Early in the year the Supreme 
Court held that the regulations 
which state commissions could 
exercise over interstate buses was 
very limited. Previously the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission had de- 
clined to exercise control on the 


ground that it was without authority. . 
As a result, unregulated interstate © 
buses are competing with common ° 
long under governmental © 


carriers, 
control. Action to regulate these 
buses impends in the bill now before 
Congress. 

The bus as a topic should not be 
dismissed without mention being made 
of the notable eleven-page article 
by Morris Buck and Carl W. Stocks 
on transit conditions in St. Louis. 
The authors went over the entire 
ground, covering competitive opera- 


_ tions in that city. This was the first 


time that the full story had been 
told. It was an unbiased analysis 
of the present situation in St. Louis 
and the events that led up to it. 
Adoption of a standard classification 
of accounts for bus companies also 
is of interest. 


LOW FARES FOR SHORT DISTANCES 


While the uniform fare with free 
transfer remains that most generally 
employed in urban service, there has 
been a tendency on some _ lines 
toward lower fares for the very 
short distance rider and the very 
frequent rider. Conspicuous ex- 
amples of the former practice are 
in Boston, where the local rider in 
the suburb pays 6 cents instead of 
10 cents, the fare if he uses the 
rapid transit system; the Public 
Service Railway of New Jersey, 
which has 5-cent zones, generally 
coincident with city boundaries, and 
San Diego, which has an inner 
5-cent zone and an outer 5-cent zone. 
In general, transfers are not given 
when only 5 cents is charged. The 
most conspicuous effort to give fare 
concessions to the frequent rider is 
through the unlimited ride weekly 
or Sunday pass. 


NOTABLE FRANCHISE NEGOTIATIONS 


On April'7, by popular vote, Chi- 
cago turned down the plan for a 
unified transportation system. The 
approximate cost of the entire sys- 
tem was to be $720,902,000. By vote 
on April 7, Milwaukee rejected a pro- 
posed service-at-cost contract be- 
tween the city and the Milwaukee 
Electric Railway & Light Company. 
The most important new franchise 
adopted during the year was that by 
the Cincinnati City Council, which 
was passed and accepted by the Cin- 
éinnati Street Railway. It went into 
effect Nov. 1, 1925. It is of the 
service-at-cost type, with a fare con- 
trol fund having a low limit of $200,- 
000 and upper limit of $600,000. As 
part of this plan the Cincinnati Trac- 
tion Company passed out of existence 
and Mr. Schoepf, its head for 25 
years, withdrew from his local activi- 
ties. More than 300 employees who 
served under Mr Schoepf are carry- 
ing watches as a reminder of his 
largess. The committee of the 
Massachusetts Legislature on Dec. 15 
recommended an extension of the 
public control act of the Boston 
Elevated Railway for a period of 
30 years. Last May the JOURNAL 
said: “Mr. Doherty Puts It Up to To- 
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ledo.” In-November Toledo appears 
tc have reversed the process in the 
Riggs report, although it is not yet 
clear whose problem it is. Anyway 
Professor Riggs suggests a new deal 
there. This report was immediately 
passed over by the Council without 
comment to its committee on rail- 
roads and telegraphs, with which 
body it now reposes. 

The large number of automobiles 
on the street has greatly increased 
the problem of accident prevention. 


Striking Portrayal 
by Cartoonist of 
Philadelphia 
“Record” of 
Willingness of 

Mr. Mitten to Turn 
All Forms of 
Transportation 

to His Own 
Advantage 
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occur in 
boarding and alighting and from 
causes other than in connection with 
automobiles have decreased, those in 
which automobiles are involved have 


While accidents which 


in many places increased. In con- 
sequence, a number of companies have 
embarked in extensive safety cam- 
paigns by the education of their em- 
ployees and pleas to motorists to 
help prevent accidents. With the em- 
ployees, competitions between divi- 
sions have been arranged that are 
intended to promote the best safety 
results. The co-operation of the public 
has been solicited in many ways, as 
through encouragement in the organ- 
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ization of local safety councils and 
safety campaigns. 

As a further inducement to em- 
ployees to make good safety records 
81 electric railways in the United 
States now use bonus plans of one 
kind or another. Railways have much 
to gain from the results of the con- 
ference on street and highway safety, 
initiated by Secretary Hoover. One 


of the latest announcements made is 
that the Louisville Railway is pre- 
pared to 


offer substantial cash 
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awards for safety work and to 
send the most successful can- 
didate among its employees to 
the convention of the American 
Electric Railway Association. 

In New York Barron Collier 
conceived and carried out an 
elaborate safety parade with 
the hope of bringing home to 
the public the message of 
safety. In this parade memo- 
ries were revived of the days 
of the horse car and the hoop skirt 
in several of the floats. These days 
of long ago were also revived to the 
residents of Paducah, El Paso and 
Salt Lake City by parades held in 
these cities, but the demonstrations 
were not made in connection with 
safety work. 

Chicago has been studying the 
feasibility of subways for thirteen 
years and has spent $821,459 in sur- 
veys and reports—and not a spade- 
ful of earth turned yet. Activities 
of the Detroit Rapid Transit Com- 
mission during the first few months 
of 1925 were directed largely toward 
securing from the state legislature 


12 


ELECTRIC RAILWAY JOURNAL 


authority to permit the city to pro- 
ceed with the rapid transit system 
such as the city may elect. Los 
Angeles opened a short rapid transit 
line on Dec. 1. Much talk is heard 
about subway digging in smaller cit- 
ies, but usually the economic obstacles 
to creating a self-supporting system 
in such cases appear to be nearly in- 
surmountable. Perhaps the two most 
notable traffic surveys of the year 
were those by Mr. Beeler in Atlanta 
and by McClellan & Junkersfeld: in 
Washington. 

Manufacturer co-operation has 
always been given willingly in the 
electric railway industry. This is 
especially true at the present time. 
One of the notable contributions dur- 
ing the year was the study made by 
Victor Angerer, vice-president of 
William Wharton, Jr., & Company. 
On his own-account Mr. Angerer 
made a survey of the industry, the 
result of which he later permitted to 
be made available to the industry 
through a comprehensive article 
published in the JOURNAL for April 
4, page 533° There was the usual 
Wickwire contribution at the Atlantic 
City convention... Also on that occa- 
sion Charlie Peirce came out of hid- 
ing as a speechmaker and made 
impromptu at a Transportation & 
Traffic Association session one of 
the best talks of the whole meeting. 

Mr. Peirce knows a lot about the 
business. He ought to. He has been 
in the selling end for 35 years. He 
didn’t come to pose as an expert—a 
plain ordinary man away from home. 
Not only did he agree with Mr. 
Queeney about taxicabs in Philadel- 
phia, but he would even supply the 
public roller skates if they wanted 
them. His idea was to get the gross 
up and then take care of it. He had 
no sympathy with cheeseparing. A 
salesman all his life, Mr. Peirce 
defied any man to continue selling 
anything, transportation not ex- 
cluded, that was not made attractive. 


SOME SIGNIFICANT LEAVE-TAKINGS 


In the political arena there were 
a number of significant leave-tak- 
ings. New York took leave of Mayor 
Hylan. He was eliminated in the 
primaries following the condemna- 
tory report presented by Governor 
Smith’s special commissioner who 
placed the seven-year delay in sub- 
way work at the Mayor’s door. In 
this report the New York Transit 
Commission was exonerated. James 
F. Jackson, chairman of the board of 
trustees 
Railway, resigned, the 


due, as 


of the Boston Elevated ° 


Transcript put it, to “the summary 
treatment of the trustees by the 
Governor in his statement threaten- 
ing them with discharge if they 
‘permitted’ a strike of. the car men.” 
In the stand that he took Governor 


‘Fuller virtually reversed the policy 


of the trustees. Later the Governor 
reversed his stand. 

Out in Detroit Mayor Smith paid 
his political respects to Ross Schram, 
manager of the Detroit Municipal 
Railway, by instructing the local 
Street Railway Commission to dis- 
miss Mr. Schram and to remove I. N. 
Merritt as auditor. Mr. Wilcox re- 


sunt 
Belated Justice in New Haven Case—Much 
Too Often Scales Are on the Eyes of 
Justice Instead of in Her Hands 


signed about the same time as claims 
attorney for the railway. 

Speaking of the municipal systems 
the city of San Francisco rejected 
at the recent election the purchase 
proposal under which the Market 
Street Railway would have been 
taken over. Incidentally, the San 
Francisco Municipal Railway was 
operated at a loss of $295,230 for 
the year ended June 30, 1924, the 
latest official figure available. The 
excess of income over operating ex- 
penses and reserves actually was 
$8,374, but this figure took no ac- 
count of taxes and similar items 
amounting to $303,604. This is a 
commentary on the inadequacy of 
the 5-cent fare. On the other hand, 
Seattle piled up a profit of $557,243 
for the year 1924 compared with 
$169,636 in 1923. This was done 
under the 10-cent cash fare with 
three tokens for 25 cents, a rate 
reached after experimenting. 

The politicians, led by Mayor 
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Schwab of Buffalo, have certainly 
kept Mitten Management from at- 
taining the rehabilitation of that 
property. Little attention was paid 
locally to warnings about the inad- 
visability of allowing a 5-cent bus 
company to compete with the Interna- 
tional until a disinterested commit- 
tee reported adversely on the propo- - 
sition. The politicians of St. Paul 
and Minneapolis have finally seen the 
light and have entered into an ar- 
rangement with the railway for a 
settlement that’ could have been 
effected just as easily at the inception 
of the controversy had the men 
elected locally to public office assumed. 
a different attitude. Because public 
authorities kept their eyes on 
political expediency and not on eco- 
nomic needs a decree was entered 
in.1914 requiring the New Haven 


. Railroad to sell its New England 


trolleys. These now go back to that 
property under the decree of Judge 
Winslow~ rendered on Nov. 21. 
Meanwhile, however, the Rhode 
Island lines passed into the hands 
of a receiver and so are lost to the 
New Haven at a cost of many mil- 
lions of dollars and no benefit to the 
public. In Pennsylvania the Supreme 
Court overruled the removal of 
Public Service Commissioners Benn 
and Shelby, summarily dismissed by - 
Governor Pinchot last August dur- 
ing the progress of the Philadel- 
phia Rapid Transit fare hearing. 
Much too often, however, scales are 
on the eyes of Justice instead of in 
her hands. 

During the year the courts and 
commissions upheld the use of one- 
man cars in Buffalo, Milwaukee, 
Dayton, Worcester, New Haven and 
Nashville. Public Service Railway 
of New Jersey is now operating 
practically 100 per cent with one- 
man cars. ‘ 

And so this desultory account has 
run on to the extent of six pages. 
But Montaigne very aptly said that 
“the world is nothing but babbling 
and words,” after which he himself 
went babbling. Remember that the 
great Burke, frightened by the thun- 
ders of change all about him, turned 
back to the past, while Thomas Paine, 
thrilled by the same thunders, saw 
a dawn and proclaimed a hopeful 
future. The harder the conflict the 
more glorious the triumph. A bet- 
ter outlook depends in a large meas- 
ure on a better lookout. When it 
puts away discouraging prophets this 
business will put away encouraging 
profits. 
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Issues of Merit Easy to Sell 


Total of Financing in 1925 Not Large Compared with Recent Years, but Companies with Good Operating 
Records Experienced No Difficulty in Finding a Market for Their Issues at Reasonable 
Rates—Need Is Imperative for Recasting Many Financial Structures: 


electric railway bonds to the public report that 

issues of real merit are much easier to sell to 
the public than were similar issues two years ago. 
Unfavorable sentiment which existed for a long time 
is no longer as evident as it was. This is attributed to 
the general improvement in the railway situation, but 
more particularly to the eradication from the mind of 
the public that the bus is destined to replace the rail- 
way. This change in sentiment is due to the publicity 
that has attended the willingness of the railways to turn 
the bus to their own advantage. 

In this connection investment bankers point out that 
the situation in the electric railway industry as regards 
competition and changes in the fundamental aspects of 
the business have not been very different from similar 
conditions with which industrials have had to contend. 
There is, however, this notable exception, namely, that 
the industrials are not subject to the service restric- 
tions which have been placed on the railways with 
respect to the conditions under which the two function. 
The railway that has found a solution of the bus prob- 
lem is, of course, in a much better position to do its 
financing on better terms than is the company which 
has not solved that problem. In fact, new financing is 
approached by the banker on the basis of such solution 
having been found. 

Over and over again bankers referred to the report 
of the advisory committee on electric railway finance, 
presented at the convention of the American Electric 
Railway Association, as stating concretely their attitude 
toward the whole problem. As they see it, the problem 
is one in which a proper balance must be struck among 
the engineering, operating and financial sides of the 
business. It is notorious that most electric railways are 
badly financed as regards the proportion of the bonded 
debt to the fair value of the property. The feeling of 
the bankers is that until the recent report was presented 
at Atlantic City nobody had suggested any remedy for 
the railways except more business. More business is 
highly desirable, but it is realized by the bankers that 


| J err of issue which in recent years have sold 


no amount of merchandising or skill in operation will 
correct a financial situation that is inherently unsound. 

The thing to do is to clean house. This seems at 
first severe, but is it? Eventually the situation be- 
comes. untenable. It becomes untenable because the 
cost of new money exceeds the return on it that can 
be earned. Money costs vary with the hazard that is 
involved. Thus to a company that is earning its in- 
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Securities Issued Have Varied Widely from Year to Year 
as the Demands Have Changed 


terest twice the cost would be 6 per cent. With a lower 
earning ratio the cost goes up on a constantly increasing 
scale to the point where it would be 10 per cent if 
interest were earned only 1:20 to 1.35 times. In other 
words, as the bankers point out and as the committee 
has emphasized, where a company is earning only a 
small margin over fixed charges, three important fac- 
tors militate against it: 

1. Where money, can be raised at all for necessary 
capital expenditures, it can usually be done only at a 
cost greater than the return the money is likely to earn. 

2. Where the operation is a refunding one, the new 
obligations, not even considering the general state of 


Details of New Bond and Note Financing in Amounts of More than $200,000 Offered Publicly During 1925 


. JANUARY 

Tssue . Price Maturity Yield Amount 
Brookl n City Railroad-Equipment Trust Certificates.......... 00. c cece ccc cence ener eee ete teeter ateeees 1926-35 4.50-5.50 $3,750,000 
Cleesen: Annona Kioimitallroad 2-year 62, NOTES. ..5.6< ce eee we eee eee tear tec eneenees 100 and interest 1927 64 750,000 
Reading Transit Company first and refunding gold Series A 6’S........ 000s eee c eee e ener ee eens 98 and interest 1954 6.15 1,250,000 

FEBRUARY 

Eastern Mass. St. Railway Refunding Mortgage Series A 47... 01... 0. e eee cece e eee eee eens rete e teen ennes aig 7.0 (ees) 

- Worcester Consolidated Street Ry. Ist and refunding gold 43’5...... 0... 5c cee cece eee eet cette teen eens Saye AG 2,116,000 
MARCH 
PirladelpuiaeRADId LrAannit LOL C'S ccccccccis cece sca cceccnaeacccecerceetscccace tees secass 99 and interest 1962 6.06 8,975,000 
JUNE - 
“Norfolk & Portsmouth Traction First Mortgage 5’S.......-.-ceecec eee c eee cere eee eeeeeneee 984 and interest 486,000 
AUGUST 
Gary Railways First Refunding OF Biase ows peteitiat PN reteset cin cia a Zoin'e,o'a's] o\siage 96 and interest 1945 6.75 550,000 
OCTOBER 
Cincinnati Street Railway Ist 6’S..........ccsec cnc cee rec ee ence e rere e eect eeensseeeeeestee 100 and interest 1928 6.00 4,500,000 
: DECEMBER ' 

Chicago Rapid Transit Company first and refunding mortgage 6}’s.......-..--+++- Bepeeessoun 95 and interest 1944 6.98 2,000,000 
+ a | ee oes pe 
eae rr oe cs oe nic siricitie nies Sion cinio nw eiajsie(tininie eleinels civ cin'cie-nicisiclelele sieitiels eisieie's «a $24,377,000 
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the money market, will bear a higher rate than did the 
one maturing. 

3. Companies in either of these positions, even if they 
are able to borrow on a mortgage, will not be able to 
raise any new capital by the sale of stock. 

There is no blinking the facts. There has been con- 
siderable financing of electric railways during the last 
five years on terms that were very favorable to the 
borrowers, but these instances were by companies stra- 
tegically situated with favorable records of earnings 
in the past and under management known the country 
over for its progressive attitude. For the others the 
only way out, except at terms in themselves prohibitive, 
is by revamping the capital structure. The bankers 
have said quite definitely that an improper, antiquated 
and rigid financial structure is usually a greater hin- 
drance than an antiquated engineering structure or 
plant. In either case the management does not have 
at hand tools sufficiently flexible and convenient to per- 
mit satisfactory operation. 

It has been said before that a situation similar to that 
in the electric 
railway field 


a has existed in 
fe other indus- 
72 tries. It has. 
Witness the 
high rates 


paid only a 
few years ago 
by industrials 
with good 
credit ratings 
for the new 
money they 
needed. Be- 
cause of their strategic earning position, however, many 
of these companies have refunded the issues so put out, 
paid some of them in part or paid them in full. The very 
nature of the utility business does not permit a surplus 
to accrue that makes it possible to retire issues either in 
part or in full out of earnings. There is all the more 
need for some managements resolutely to face the facts 
and to put their financial houses in order. Voluntary read- 
justment is never easy to accomplish, The recent case of 
the Detroit United Railway is an instance in point. That 
road appears to be working out its own salvation under 
receivership, but the stockholders with the prospects 
before them of an assessment of more than $30 a share 
to protect an equity appraised market-wise at $4 a share 
did not consent to the levy in numbers sufficient to keep 
the property in their own hands. 

So far as the maturities for the new year go, they 
total $26,644,790 compared with $28,224,000 in 1925. 
Incidentally this table of maturities indicates the rates 
at which financing was done 25 or 30 years ago under 
favorable economic conditions, with paving and fran- 
chise terms not then onerous and with wages averaging 
about 21 cents an hour compared with about 65 cents 
now. The contrast is a striking one. As for the amount 
of bonds now in default the total of about $200,000,000 
appears to be imposing, but it is not so when the con- 
ditions of the last few years are considered and the 
figure is weighed in the light of the total of $6,000,000,- 
000 invested in the industry. Even allowing for the 
roads that have come out of receivership recently the 
list shows strikingly the type of road hit hardest. - 
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Maturities in This Year Are Less Than at 
Any Time Since the War 
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In one respect banking opinion appears to be divided. 
That is on the equipment trust. It is agreed that so 
far as freight equipment is concerned the ability of the 
companies to borrow against such equipment would be 
helped materially by standardization of design such as 


Seven-Year Record of New Electric Railway Financing 
Involving Bond or Note Issues of More than $500,000 


City Railway Interurban City and Suburban 
USNS Serer geeks a $22,800,000 $6,050,000 $7,550,000 
LOQOZ. crascisgsieversete cae 2,250,000 2,340,000 ,200,000 
W92 ic ardueres elo 11,740,000 1,900,000 7,250,000 
1922. ee esis Saks 865,000 750,000 27,138,000 
[O28 tvaicpecatcnstensy soe [4,562,000 0 auee biveietncnniennnr: 6, 305, 000 
VO DAR slicer sA rect oases, ae 50,797,000 21,731,600 1 1,414/000 
[S25 sean sea aae nn 23,141,000 750,000 486,000 


Comparison of Maturities in the Electric Railway Field 


ods op bee seco ee $26,644,790 1922 $160,015,860 
TODD is starter Piao ats 28,224,000 PATE cect) Setar ico 207,617,530 
OEY Upconuouge. 3 aacns 73,051,600 UWS omants hh voor 80,466,100 
Pe acon scraoce pon 94,851,800 OOOO Sismoos been ccc 116,785,500 


Principal Electric Railway Maturities in 1926 Based on 
Dow, Jones & Company’s Compilation 


January Rate Amount 
Niagara Falls & Suspensidn Bridge Railway, Ist.............. 6 $488,000 
Interborough Rapid Transit Company, equipment trusts, B. . 64 450,000 
Eastern Massachusetts Street Railway serial.............-... 6 300,000 
Lowell & Fitchburg Street Railway Ist..............-0eeeeee 5 275,000 
Oklahoma Railway junior mortgage... . oc. space eee eee eee 6 260,000 
Brooklyn City Railroad equipment trusts A.....).........00. § 375,000 
$2,148,000 
February 
Peoria Railway refunding aikan serene aatatie iets tela reke elaine tare 5 $1,754,000 
Detroit, Ypsilanti, Ann Arbor & Toledo Ry. consolidated...... 5 1,610,000 
Detroit, Ypsilanti & Ann Arbor Railway, consolidated......... 6 330,000 
Fitchburg & Leominster Street Railway consolidated.......... 300,000 
Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company, equipment trust G...... 5} 237,500 
Pittsburgh Railways car trusts... 2. 2ifecls es le wees. ate ayn ge 200,000 
Western Massachusetts Street Railway Ist..........e0eeeeee 5 200,000 
$4,631,000 
March 
Interborough Rapid Transit Company equipment trust,A.... 6 $280,000 
Clinton Street Railway ‘tsts)ii sik sos daisies cae wees ane ae 400,000 
$680,000 
April 
Kankakee Electric bee et Datii8) selva niet cca edraareleia ieeaaes 6 $200,000 
Rockville, Broad Brook & Eastern Windsor Railway.......... 5 200,000 
$400,000 
May 
Indiana, Columbus & Eastern Traction refunding.......... eer ae) $6,400,000 
North Hudson County Railway ext.............0sseeeees Beat 1,291,000 
West Philadelphia Passenger Railway 2nd..............++e0+ 5 "750, 000 
Wheeling & Western:Igt... 5 52023 Sines cava anleeeenrterine 5 235,000 
$8,676,000 
June 3 
Roxboro, Chestnut Hill & Norris Railway.............se+ee5 5 $371,000 
Detroit & Pontiac Railway consolidated...............eeeee8 43 362,000 
Shawnee-Tecumseh Traction Ist...........eeseeeeeeeeeeece 5 300,000 
Goff Falls, Litchfield & Hudson Railway Ist.............../. 5 200,000 
Frostburg, Eekenington & Cumberland Ist..............00. ek 230,000 
Lonaconing, Midland & Frostburg Railway.................+ 5 200,000 
$1,663,000 
July 
Grand Rapids, Grand Haven & Muskegon Ist..............+. 5 $1,500,000 
Brunswick Traction gold « .\.vss.00s s7sms a1 ois eal sineiemioienaaehe 5 500,000 
$2,000,000 
August 
Brownsville Avenue Street Railway, Pittsburgh), lets vodubern 5 $300,000 
Philadelphia Rapid Transit equipment trust G............... 54 237,500 
Worcester & Blackstone Valley Railway ............cee0ee00e 44 200,000 
$737,500 
September 
None 
October 
United Railways, St. Louis, receiver’s certificates.............. 6 $4,200,000 
$4,200,000 
November 
Interborough Rapid Transit equipment trust C............... 6 $570,000 
$570,000 
\ December 
Chicago, Aurora & Elgin Railroad two year...............0.. 64 $750,000 
Philadelphia Rapid Transit equipment trust H..... cart he a terranes 54 759,290 
: $1,509,290 
Total of all public utilities: , 
V9 26 asin sige G ste sd slats ave Samoa eT Tn bree LT eo $26,644,790 
VOZ5 5 dere apart ie havasetchatafars apis at, © ae nee an ee $28,224,00 
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is now being attempted by the roads in the Central 
West, but some bankers do not hold to the same views 
about passenger equipment. The definite position is 
taken by one of the largest houses of original issue 
that the ability of the management, the record of earn- 
ings of the past, the political situation and the degree 
of co-ordination of bus and trolley service would be the 
sole basis upon which it would judge a proposal to sell 
equipment trust obligations to the public. Of course, 
it would not stand sponsor for an issue of bonds se- 
cured by a type of car that might be considered a freak, 
but the type of car would be incidental to the other 
factors. On the other hand, other houses of issue while 
weighing all the points previously mentioned would be 
guided to a, very large extent by the suitability of the 
equipment for use in an emergency in a city other than 
the one for which it was originally intended. There is 
no need here to stress the favor with which steam rail- 
road equipment trust obligations are regarded. The 
fields differ greatly in extent, but it is generally felt 


that the electric railways have much to learn from the 
steam railroads in this respect. 

Lastly it is of interest to note the extent of the 
recognition received by the report of the advisory com- 
mittee on electric railway finance. Not in just the 
words of the committee, but over and over again repre- 
sentatives of banking houses gave expression in their 
own words to the opinion so ably expressed by the com- 
mittee in its report to the effect that there are too many 
examples of electric railway properties which have been 
revitalized by new managements and new technical 
equipment, by recasting financial structures, and by 
modernized methods of salesmanship, for anyone to 
conclude in any way other than that the electric railway 
industry is fundamental and that its troubles have been 
the result of a combination of unprecedented and uncon- 
trollable economic factors. Bankers expect that the 
financial problem, in those cases where it is a problem, 
will be attacked with the courage with which the other 
railway problems are now being attacked. 


Track Extensions Show Substantial Gain 
Over Previous Years 


Electric Railway Mileage Added During Past Twelve Months Is 
Larger than in Any Other Year Since 1918—Extensions to City 
and Interurban Trackage Show Increases Over 1924 — More 
than Twice as Much Steam Railroad Mileage Was Electrified 


electric railway track added during the year ex- 
ceeded that of the preceding twelve-month period. 

New track added during 1925 was approximately 340 
miles. Extensions to city trackage amounted to a little 
more than 225 miles, a gain over 1924 and the largest 
figure since 1917. Interurban extensions totaled about 
112 miles, a substantial increase over the preceding year 
and also the largest figure since 1917. Electrification 
of steam railroad lines, amounting to somewhat over 
230 miles, was more than double that of the year be- 
fore. Thus the total of all extensions was approximately 
580 miles, or more than for any other year since 1918. 
Most notable were the extensions to city track mile- 
age in the Central, Southern, and Western states, each 
of which group added more urban trackage in 1925 than 
in the previous year. The Central and Southern groups 
also added more interurban mileage during the past 
twelve months than they did the year before. In the 


\OR the fourth successive time, the mileage of new 


Summary of Track Construction for 1925 


New 
England Eastern Central Southern Western Grand 
States States States States States Canada Total 
Track Extensions 
No. of companies... . 
Miles of urban track 
Miles of interurban 


6 17 30 11 26 10 100 
4.554 27.265 72.705 24.006 52.111 46.671 227.312 


PEACH ris gietaies 0.559 8.906 64.449 12.527 22.862 3.180 112.483 
Total miles built. 5.113 36.171 137.154 36.533 74.973 49.851 339.795 
Track Reconstruc- 

tion 


No. of jos... > 15 44 61 17 27 15 179 
Miles of urban track 54.861 149.925 155.646 34.504 65.210 25.600 485.746 


Miles of interurb ; 
Mee MAD 93.165 27.978 26.916 1.000 11.126 2.970 93.155 


182.562 35.504 76.336 27.480 578.901 


Total miles rebuilt 78.026 177.903 


Western group, how- 
ever, the new inter- 
urban mileage was 
less than in 1924, 
Extensions in the 
New England and 
Eastern states and 
in Canada _ totaled 
somewhat less for 
1925 than for the 
preceding year. 
The largest single 
extension made dur- ; 
ing the year was an 
addition of 56 miles 
to the interurban 
trackage of the Chi- 
cago, North Shore 
& Milwaukee Rail- 
road, involving the 
construction of the 
Waukegan cut - off. 
Plans for this under- 
taking were de- 
scribed in consider- 
able detail in the 
issue of ELECTRIC RAILWAY JOURNAL for July 26, 1924. 
Electrification of steam railroad lines was carried 
out by five companies. In point of mileage the largest 
enterprise of this kind was that of the Staten Island 
Rapid Transit Company, a subsidiary of the Baltimore 
& Ohio Railroad, approximately 56 single-track miles 
being changed over to electric operation. The Babylon 


1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 


Mileage of Track Extensions a: 
Reconstruction Since 1917 
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Track Built and Rebuilt During 1925 


Extension Miles Copal tse 
Name of Compan Interur- nterur- 
Ee City ban City ban 
Connecticut 
Connecticns Colsmur vee tesco ote 1.694 0.126 11.167 2.831 
Maine 
Bangor Railway & Electric Co....... «sees eevee 059200 52). Cranes 
Biddeford & Saco Railroad....... eee Taos Ye t.0.9 0.500 
Cumberland County Pr. & Lt. Co.... 0 5.2.2 eee eee TEB58mRe Ce 
AY CR LCAL EAL LIES) COmnmieiees Gale ive iiisik' he ek Soares sian Ale inl eratese 0.663 0.757 
Massachusetts 
Berkshire St. Riyscccces cee sete Peis eee iat Peo 0.725 1.604 
Boston Elevated RajJway........... 0.700 ...... L500 eine 
Eastern Massachusetts St. Ry....... 0.330 ...... 8.000 3.264 
Middlesex & Boston Sts kv yinue ce uiclaten se itelsiciel chemise shen oicts 5 000 a cae 
INewubedtord) G.Onsetust. Leveson ont (hts le. cosy eiaicie ome seveneL 1.150 
Springfield St. Ry............ 052637 374285 22899. 
Union St. Ry., New Bedford. . Sere ates do oe 1.000 6.000 
Worcester Consolidated St. Ry....-. 0 ssseee sees 0.500 1.600 
Rhode Island 
Newport Elec. Corp..........--. 0095: Heicme cm. Abe erce eoeare 
United Electrie¢ Rees Providence. . 1.540 0.170 8.100 2.560 
Vermont 
Springfield Terminal Ry)... 5.55° Ghee: ome ere D000 ete 
otal yeasts FORIGe  ciexe eS 4.554 0.559 54.861 23.165 
District of Columbia 
Capital Traction "Co. 7) fee cis nee ene Vi 205 = 5) dom 
Washington Ry. & Elec. Co.. RE eet ae Ze S0upn eter are 
Washington-Virginia Rysv.eccsseces  yueese cance OF S40. Bence 
Maryland 
Potomac Edison Co..............-. 0.550)" Gr. che ae 05.4107) foes 
Uinited Rigs. eH Cox. tenets tery ak note ee eae eh U7 000) Perec 
New Jersey 
CentralsPassensersRiyiimscenitccrisieron Laatinwieiereanofeanaiaie 1,000) bxerxe 
Morris County Tricv@o. ih. ven cee ole oh eee sine ete Dill Ze we wae 
Ocean City PleeR. Re-use een.) we Seemaon lapels PS re Ane hs 
Trenton &Mercer Ct’y Trac. Corp. 0.390 0.570 0.960 
Trenton-Princeton Traction Co...... 9 ....+. OXD00'F aver, sere 
New York 
(Binehanabom yaa... Qewt wieererpekssas mee vielaccusls) Se alates eater ade 1. 430 
Brooklyn City R.R.. Tile» Piceentoomnin aste OV G857 ened 
Brooklyn- -Manhattan Trans. Corp. See NO ues tector 1B. 115) eee 
Elmira Water, tid: Rags i smmatine cee o Lieeiee: oL-trteee ie 0.333 N Swe 
Empire State RUBY, oe ele eae eee OF680) theo 
Fonda, Johnstown & Gloversville. .. 

SPIE OPER AA ry sy A ea so oie baat ering Aart 0 300).c Sea 
Hoambare Rye ke ote cape: Seat ae a amen oie eine 1.500 0.600 
Interborough Rapid Transit Co...... ra) | ee ee OF Rea ied A See 
International Riyr: ve peemicncmem ne 05250) *.0,440: “(0,230.00 hone 
UGiina-usy piel Muah ERR Ob OORRE Ll. Lenedoa | Bopade 13500 eee 
New York & Queens County Ry...... LAUR Garros Mawes: |e acs 
New York State Rys.......0.0.0.... OELION Ve cosas O5OZ0 0 Ge emtcks 
Rochester'& Syracuse Rh he ..cmeinics © ue enn ile) teltiatetete 0,370 eet 
Sohenectady Ry -< «Ji. wel, wenn dese OSS Oy ae micas 2.250) ) dineniee 
Southerns News Mork, Riyoen WeceGude cies: Ain elctdlt anol an nyeteys MUIR 1.000 
United Traction: Co, "Albany: setesieu: | vavieccista octane 1795 ue ee 

Pennsylvania 
Allegheny Valley Sit: Riyadis cotbtastelercet 0) piste vies delasetejeleu= asteeyeters 
Altoona & Logan Val. Elec. Ry.. Gants 1eshtapecavs Maalieyoxe) shoe 2.610 
Reaver Valley Mraction\...\..ceamis pied pies act wcoet, crateteeste 1.326 
ITN Me Doe ah A MING Cas SMGN eh LLneIGHINGG. eimooSD 0.060 
BPIS TEGV SE ie oC Ge eis ices o deneicine ers e nuns fe iiale mn twat COREY NI tac 3 
Harrisburg Riys. citivle ct haptanete metmiales alice: pene ten ives enstele LO eee 
Hershey. Transit! Co..4.),scemomrteen 12400 lc caee, J re oeee ames 
ebich Traction Co. 22.) meeanetes nt less areas tee On79D See 
Lehigh Valley Transit Co. . oe MSO ob L 5.880 4.700 0.590 
Meyersdale Hl. Lt., Ht. & Pr.Co...... 0 sess 0.500 1.000 6.500 
Oley Valley Rive vssiciks » bray odeetOernte her iin mel tote. coe fiir sh pn a eee 1.500 
Philadelphia Rapid Transit Co....... D297 0 QAZ. 26,080). tan 
Pittebureh Rysi. at aus cela sites eas) 0.317 20.527 3.290 
Reading: Transit Covc-..cmien snes 22200 0.600 5.900' 2.000 
Sobuy liad) Rive zis aval cate rakereta tei ane ab eet ets eae me reper 4.000 2.000 
Scranton Ry om Gore tinea scar . 3.610 3.020 
Webster, M, B. Vi ARSCSStuRy so vik 2c ae ees 2000" Ris ae 
West Penn Rys san oh Serie. 7. ae OSAOT ud acne 4.910 
Ores octets lvoe uate hecoke crete OS050' re eee O35 2retececate 

Virginia 

Roanoke Ry. '&-WMleo 'Co. Fan. we cisiet an eaten ee OFS50 Varese case 

West Virginia 
Princeton Power Co. sccde os satoniersta en MMs etal ote arenes TOO Singer's 
Wiheeling Pulblic Service’ Coil..aten se | -ahests Uncen 1-500 eee 

x 
Total Oe eet sis ocitecietaets 27.265 8.906 149.925 27.978 
Illinois 

Alton Granite & St. LouisTrac.Co... © ....05.  veeees 0.256. cn ay 
Chicago North Shore & Milwaukee. . . 4 

PER SER entra dat ia tl siete oe adh ae ee ee 022089156. 683 mime 33256. 
Chicago Rapid Transit Co.......... LOMTSOG Se ae 1 SOO Brereton: 
Chicago Surface Lines..........-... 3.6704) sis ayes 10,100 pee kes 
Chicago & Joliet Blec. Ry......c¢0e. <tacee susere 0.750 0.300 
Chicago & West Towns Ry... ee ae eee DOOD Te mista 
WAS Ob IOMIS RY... «ct cee dele cateiaete 0.284 O.640.0 8 Saree 
Maststuome & SuburbagiRy iio... | ( lueade idea) eee 1.000 
Illinois Power Co.............. V.250' ois eats 
Himoisstraction, Inesi. iGo ace 2 ee on oe OOO aaron 1.200 
Rockford City Traction Co......... 1.2... O00 a certs 
Gt, Louis Bevenlie Meo: Ry. cris leech coe) ee ee 0.663 
Firi= Cit yo es OSM ELIN O18 2 '\s.2,0: dae: Ate ks Rr creten chan ee 0.170 Madinees 

Indiana 
Beech Grove Traction Corp......... 0: M00LF eeere: 
Chicago, So. Bend & No. Ind. Ry. 2.750 
Gare Stephenie cca as eee epee 0.600 
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Extension Miles Rebuilt Miles 
Name of Company Interur- Interur- 
City ban City ban 
Indianapolis'St: Ry. 7.) 2... -. 056 | Ey eee ie 28.350 >see 
Indianapolis & Ciactinati Traci Co 8 sates aed eee aren 0.500 
Interstate Public Service Co......... 0.300 0.580 1.750 0.500 
Northern Indiana Power Co... ....0° sr eeee tenons 0. 142: toaeere 
Southern Indiana Gas & Elec. Co... SEO se sone 1; 700% Sate 
Terre Haute, Indianapolis & East-... 
ern Trae ICO: pais. cena Sao 0.:200 01 5.4. bikes ree 
Union Traction Co. of Indiana...... .s..-- On. 126. Ale. eee 1.100 
Iowa 
Clinton, Davenport & Muscatine... 
BU in siete css ete ono aleve vuiarate toa sae En Pe 0.800 >:. .o50 a 
Des Aicibes (Ovni gl an heenr escieiperh eta rie OF 270! Siac ts O00) Mike 
Dubuque Electrio Co. 5041s easing alse eet te Sete ar 0.132 23 ee 
Iowa So. Utilities Co., Burlington... . 2000" Tete: 0.500. secs 
Siow City Service’ Cojiiii, po. -cth sole stele Oe ea ee earner 5000. aes 
Triz@ity, RywOr Lowasa. ecrsccheie cet On 100 Rew coe 0.100" Ferner 
Kentucky 
Cincinnati, Newport & Covington. . . 
RV Be a cgeee thte cei cho y's 2 Gt aca Sa ee tea age Oe 0.580 
Kentucky Trac. & Terminal Co...... ...... 1.180 
owiavalle: Bay neva thoreracs ate ere ee cee aon 1.830 
Michigan . 
City of Detroit Dept. of St. Rys...... 1751095 Sass 25489" eee . 
Grandi Rapides ity, oi. os. ate nose OL 164 Weer 3.0926 ce cate 
Dake Superion Dist..Power Co. ..0.- 2 1) sheen ar 2:000— Geen 
Menominee & Marinette Lt. & j 
Traction Co. s<citers mess sie eee pe Oa ade ice nee 0.905 2 oaeae } 
MichizanleeviRiyac ©, -on)iorccisaclon ie) | enchants 0595) eaters 
Saginaw. Transit Con yas. euis seen eee ae 0500: cae aide 0 eee , 
Detroit, United Bry. 4.3 \. ose os a ae eee 1,4. © Boda 5.3 q 
Minnesota i 
aga. Sea Ry So. at svataiace ite laceiaietas tie, esis aap aera eee 3.490. cee q 
Mankato Elec. Traction Co......... ER UE ETO. 0.227 “See | 
Minneapolis St. Ry... ss ste ac 1 SBOSin teeters 6.020. ieee 
St. Paul City Ry. 0. erste <4 Gln Bee 4.230% eee ; 
Missouri 
Kansas City Rian. ecities cass. conuw.e eu 0.462) VoHiee 4.230. aces 
St. Joseph Ry. Jot., tse Pwr Coit |). sega. ser 2.9005 ora 
St. Louis Elec. Terminal Ry......... 4LT50 Oe hviel) =n (ene 
United Railways of St. Louis......... OS L205 saan 13.510 0.890 
Ohio 
Cincinnati, Georgetown & Ports- 
MOUGHRER Bea vias se een dstare sites oe oe merce aT 1.700 | 0) 2.0) eee 
City of Ashtabula, Dept of Stu ys ( teecsies Gores 0.284 Loa 
Cleveland RY Se ute nets Sores N40. po traresare 10;381°- eee 
Cleveland, Souiliwedern Ryi& LECo,) Switcas semen eee 9.500 
Columbus, Delaware & Marion El.Co. ...... ws eee 0.250 «eee 
Community Traction COs, aoa eee ZAT6O arenas LT8002 See 
Dayton & Troy Elec. Ry............ 23000" cere 
Indiana, Columbus & astern Abs es ee 0.090 
Lima:Toledo R see ewe eect «Ol 200) iiss en 
Pennsylvania-Ohio Elec. Co......... 0. 642, 
Pennsylvania-Ohio Pwr. & Lt. Co.... 0.340 
eoples Rye. ee eee 1,149 
Southern Ohio Public Service Co..... 3.000 
Springheld Ry 2% basic eee aes 4.000 
Wisconsin i 
Lake Superior District:Riyzt ensue ver) Jka teen sieees 1900+). ace 
Madison, Railways.) ck.tcsuaeeek o comeue eens 07305. eee 
Milwaukee Elec. Ry. & Lt.Co....,.. 1 770) arte 12.683 1.105 
Milwaukee Northern Ry. socal ject es 0.500. eas 
Northern States Poweri@ov: sores) bowen ie teres [VQ00' frences 
Wisconsin) Pw) diilat. (Cor .se ene eta ne tee a ren 2.550 1.510 
Wisconsin” Valléyslec: (Comet acces es iene a ee eee cen 0.644 — eae 
Total. cvtacs cake Senay 72.705 64.449 155.646 26.916 
Alabama 
Alabama Power Co..............4 MUGS tae 5 VAs eee 
Birmingham Elec: Cons inn.. soon 0.120) sl 2500.) <., tne eee 
Mobile ight’ & RRs Coz). cic meets meen 360° “eae 
. Arkansas 
Arkansas \Central’P wri Coss..,cisie sto al ait ciel Cay ERA, Cc 
Intercity Terminal Ry...........-.. i ee ered ry He 
Florida 
Pensacola. Electric|Co's.a0t ss uth ce tec 02027) ites t.0s > ene 
St. Johns Blectric Col... .......es ee SSO oy cre 16560 (eee 
Pampa‘Hléctric (Cot. se check ols ciee tay Oeete can ent 3.000 Cossee 
Georgia 
Columbus Bléeci 4 P wrs Gos, .:,40- en ee nee Onh9OI). ones 
Georgia Ry. & Pwr. Co.............- OAD P parpietasera 6.50.- \cisoer 
Macon Ryf é& Lts Coseie onc's ticks eee 1, 100— see 
Savannah Elec. & Pwr. Co.......... OVGSD TS ie 032300 cassree 
Louisiana 
Municipal St. Ry. Monroe......... fe DUT ARS Aaa 0.340». 5-22 Fa5 
New Orleans Public Service, Inc.. 3e466" BAe. 4.5000, ‘ache Fate 
Shreveport Hystew. aise con ek aoe 1 |) Aa RII repr rnc eal 
North Carolina 
Carolina Pwr. & Lt. Co......5...... 0.5400)" 53. sees 
Durham Public Service Co. O. Site reer 
South Carolina 
Charleston Consolidated Ry. & Ltg. Co. 1.330 a ogee 
Tennessee 
Memphis Rt: Wiw. a ee etes Loe. . oee 5420) sie aceate 
Tennessee Electric Power Co........ 2.000" .408e8 
Union Praction'Co7 Nashville... 7.20) 90 ..ce eed ee een ee 1.000 
otal 3. steer Ricitomone 24.006 12.527 34.504 1.000 


—— 
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Track Built and Rebuilt During 1925— (Concluded) 


Extension Miles Rebuilt Miles 


_ Name of Company Interur- Interur- 
City ban City ban 
California 
AROS MBUCIUPIMAMSIG Oris ocelot nie eee ede alel 13.840 0.170 
# BTGS INGUTS (Sco BRIO a. We DUO Se ose. 3 
INTEC i Se) hae ee ON 546 © Simahhe 4.274 0.076 
Municipal Ry. of San Francisco...... Dic LOW ca ses OOOO ar cs 5 
Patho Wiec. Rye ci eee 0.920 11.390 5.870 8.910 
Fee VET a0 OS See en OM OZ SMe us GraniOla ener 
Petaluma & Santa Rosa R.R........ 0... .ae QP ORD ever hs 
Sacramento Northern R.R.. MEM ee ues bass ES) a, Me Fon ate aber esa 
San Diego Elec. Ry.. ee BELA ar tt eee Garis | Stan 
San 2 ee Napa & ‘Calestoga. a 
“he Div a RCo LON REE ROR eee, 82 a9 RL ins 
Santa BArpatArnsupUrban NY se... ee vee eee LOD tert ak 
Colorado 
Denver Soimtermountain R.R..2. 0.2. -....:: SL pe caste te 
Denver Tramway.........5.0...... 1.033 0.293 6.488 (0.016 
Fort Collins Manioigat 1 ee OBO Seer atreis ele stabs sala, cis 
Kansas 
SPOMGRAIS Eis bite x seek cos eee ARES ONS OI mene 
Nebraska 
PON COMMTACMOUMOO Ne sch. Se Sak Slewteele:  s'eerereis O 2655 Serre 
SOnminhn eo @ounen Blutis St. Ry...... 0 9 6.0... cee 62000) faa 
Omaha, Lincoln & Beatrice Ry...... NOEL De aie SORE 1 0.380 
New Mexico 
Las ea IOOMIC sieatsc s,s Sets la wrarerads 1 DOO? es 
Oklahoma 
Worthest Oklahoma R.R....5.......0 000 cece ee DEAD Mea sare 
CELIA NST OCA Ee 1.500 0 
Oklahoma Union Ry.. POIOO ies bec id 500 
Pittsburg County Ry............... ONGS2" (OU 1385s" Fh ne 
Portland Elec. Pwr. Co............. SEBO erase in DMO See re 
Texas 
Dallas Ry........ OE SOU uasey Masters 
Eastern Texas Electric C 0.210 0.137 
El Paso Electric Ry. 0.057 0.660 
Galveston iblectria Coch iw... eee che 4.000 
Houston Electric Co. W315 2.660 
Laredo Electric Ry.. H TE OOO GR citar) the bedte 
Northern Texas Traction Co. I Sietsntiets 6.300 
Wichita Falls Traction Co.......... 12.500 1.000 


Extension Miles Rebuilt Miles 


Name of Company Interur- Interur- 
City ban City ban 
Washington 

Grays Harbor Ry. & Lt. Co......... 0.142 
Puget Sound Int lwRy. a Pwr Co. ns ol adete SO 220 tentee 
Seattle Munic St. Ry..... 3.040 
Spokane United Rys. 1.750 

2.000 


Tacoma Ry. & Pwr. Co... 


TOGads Fiiaare sates ote siete 52.111 22.862 65.210 11.126 
CANADA 
Alberta 
Lethbridge, Municipal yarn acc ieee neice aeeiintee 05942 orc deus 
__. British Columbia 
British Columbia Elec. Ry........... TOO Wetane avers Or 7000. 3S tae, 
Manitoba 
Brandon Municipal St: mia ori cme eee ein aaa cote TOGO May cvetate 
Winnipeg Elec. Co..... 0.0.0.2. 0005 PSY MEAS GS SS OF 380g. Seer. 
New Brunswick 
NewiBranswick Pwr Com. a... scene Maine air mate erie DED IO 10 Paneth eee 
Ontario 
CornwalliSt? Riy.ci0 Seat se nttee cinch neta: Ce retires 0.500%) satin 
Hydro-Blectrie Rys i... 0... ..00 see 57 G00: hawhu sins A eke greet oh 
DBondon St Ry. ie scien ee eee eee ah eoneaTe OEE ne Ata: 
Niagara, St. Cathrine & Toronto. 

Aste ie pe Oh SN aie We 0.587 eee OTOL ZA etme 
Ottawa Blectric Ry.... ........:. A S20) asters TSO sakes oe 
Toronto Transportation Comsene ae N6s465: Oo aes ) eLetter, 

Quebec 
Biull Wlectrie! Cony iam sewers areas O.ROO Po ato-yecte.. weatace hee rere 
Montreal Tramways.............-. _ 14.350 3.180 12.180 2.970 
Quebec Ry., Lt. & Pwr.Co.......... 01580 We ORZ8G"- cael 
Sherbrooke y.ds, Pwr Co.) iin oa music corer OAT OOH ANSE 
Saskatchewan 

Moose daw hear RY: (0 seua carataratetwae Mie mala eieie st one cpa cke 13090», ce carers 
Regina Municipal Ry.............+ SC) eeoainaticun tc yao er 
O.OND a rete TOGO)? ease 

Wettalea in cb ane tarciepartentete 46.671 3.180 25.600 2.970 

Grands Total? 2 scvesanereeieirys 227.312 112.483 485.746 93.155 


/ 


electrification of the Long Island Railroad involved 
about 54 track-miles. Other important undertakings 
were carried out by the Norfolk & Western Railroad, the 
Virginian Railway, and the New York, New Haven & 


Electrified Steam Line Extensions 


Single Track, 

Miles 

Staten Island Rapid Transit Co. (Baltimore & Ohio 
Ra rR RU yc Ra taiii a oui gcse wesw 6, aiaveble elie, cess le. elie 6.00 
OMA Pea A NUIT ORO! soo aici es ale cid a als oho) ci'sy a's ste ® wale 54.00 
Nortolks&, Western Railroad... . 0/02... .. src e cence 52.75 
EE SE a a oe 38.40 
New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad........ 35.22 
MIM case aie ayia) aso 3) « albie dd, a-s\mynian'a ehailet 236.36 


Hartford Railroad. Mileages of these electrifications 
are given in an accompanying table. 

Track abandoned during 1925 by electric railways 
which continued to operate elsewhere totaled about 240 


miles, or somewhat less than for the preceding year. 
The abandonments were about equally divided between 
urban and interurban. Nearly all of the interurban 
track abandoned was dismantled and removed, but a 
considerable part .of the abandoned city trackage was 
allowed to remain in place. 

Some seventeen electric railways abandoned all their 
trackage and ceased rail operation entirely. These, 
however, were all comparatively small companies. So 
far as is known, no regular transportation service is 
now provided in these localities. The mileage of track 
totally abandoned in 1925 was about 50 miles less than 
the 1924 figure. Track rebuilt during the year was 
somewhat less than in 1924, totaling a little under 600 
miles. In this figure, however, is not included a large 
amount of track on which considerable maintenance 
was done, but which was not entirely rebuilt. 


Comparison of.Track Construction by Years 


Entire Properties Abandoned in 1925 


ae a Extensions AID ta LAah ee Seba lw ave RereerenG cs Se ethcriac) beeen ee 7.00 
No. of Urban Interurban Electrified Track ae 5 ‘ ‘4 ck Lee ey SR Toate as ‘| Eo 
Year Companies Track Track Steam Lines Total Rebuilt Aree eee are tee Railway.... “he 
g & fe alls ULV iet Veter of ur sieterel tisieie Taketaie: son Fe 2. 
Le! ee a 174.5 (a) 8400 eae (s) Cleveland & Eastern Traction Company..............-- 40.00 
Ramae : , anville & i 2 
1909 160 4.7 112.40 887.16 (a) Danville & Sunbury Transit Company...........0...c000:s ns 
1910 217 1,204.8 192.40 1,397.20 (a) Gainesville. Railway? icc ies tine ce eee 10 2 ue vieneifine seiels 10.00 
1911 223 1,105.0 86.50 1,191.50 (a) Illinois Light & Tractor COmMpAmy ois. ose cicueetslete seve ater 6.00 
1912 171 869.4 80.80 950.20 (a) Jersey Shore &'Antes Fort Railroad.......0...seeeceeue PM fy 
site | a eee a es eee ye Kentucky Utilities! Coma pamiyrr acess =-aeheie) ale oveliel ates) aoe ora gene sa 
: : : a N 1 PR ade ho OS CUO EO CDRS OOP .00 
core i 115 ao 40.90 ao a 4s | ze $a) Ce eae Poughkeepsie Traction Couabane 9.27 
‘ 240. 388. Skippack & Perkiomen Transit Company ..........-.+5. 13.00 
1917 121 251.10 125.60 66.00 442.70 375.40 = d 5 F 
1918 80 216.41 97.41 275.70 589.53 155.43 Southeastern’ Ohio Railway. css. ee neice s ce = tiaieialnie sels 16.00 
428.17 90.64 Troy & New Englan CuI ae coer chicks Sant Co Mako Ree f 
1919 73,110.90 29.67 287.60 28.1 3 & New England Rail 10.11 
1920 87 145.69 30.87 8.92 185.48 361.77 Valdosta Streets Wai lwaly gai. ecie.cie aero ctaleimicletere ee meth, oe eee 5.25 
1921 78 108.15 38.95 8.08 155.18 615.21 Wahpeton Breckenridge Street Railway...............2+ 1.00 
er a 4 a ae tees 2 er tee! fe Waupaca Electric Service & Railway.........scebeeeees 5.21 
1924 243. =. 218.085 —_:93..988 83.39 395.463 764.323 Sra E 
1925 207 227.312. 112. 483 236.36 576.155 578.901 "ROSCA Mpa citar olla aa aTeres) & sistance lehatadatarats SOOM OO Letom rt ckge 174.19 


(a) Information not available. 
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Suspensions and Partial Track Abandonments During 1925 


Includes All Pieces of Track Sidings, Yards, Etc., Permanently Abandoned—Companies Arranged Alphabetically by States 


—Miles of City Track—. Miles of Interurban Track 
Service Service 
Sus- Aban- Re- Sus- Aban- Re- 
pended doned moved pended doned moved 


2.276 69.801 0.430 


Connecticut 

Connecticut Co......... 

Hartford & Springfield 
StoRyeeinks os ccoweek 

New York, New eee 
& Hartford R.R.. 


Maine 

Central Maine Power Co. 

Cumberland County Pwr. 
&ilaght: Co. 52..0es 


Massachusetts 
Boston Elevated Ry..... 17.203 
poeten & Worcester St. 

RY seve s rereiene 6.000 


esi. Massachusetts 
ibkeeatete ‘St. “Ry. Aone 
pee Bedford & Onser ‘St. 


8.706 


6.630 


Springheld BGs satya aoe 
Worcester Consolidated 
StsRay ene ek che 


New Hampshire 
Portsmouth Electric Ry.. 7.650 


Rhode Island 

Newport Electric Corp... 

United Electric Rys..... 

Vermont 

Bellows Falls . Saxtons 
River St. 

District of Golumbia 

Washington Ry. & El. Co. 2.627 

Maryland 

Cumberland & Western- 
port Elec. Ry......... 

United Rys. & Elec. Co... 

New Jersey 

Ocean City] Electric R.R. 

Trenton & Mercer County 
Traction Co /f2 Jo 


New York 
Auburn & Syracuse Elec. 
R.R 


wun 
oo 
oo 


1.600 


3.250 


Black River Traction Co. 
Hornell Traction Co...... ...... 
International Ry ....... 8.820 5.110 .790 
Jamestown Westfield & 
Northwestern R.R....  ...... 
Kingston Consol. R.R.. 3.500 3.500 
New York State Rys... 
New York & Queens 
County BUR. oe, 
Olean, Bradford & 
Salamanca Ry OR itera tice .750 . 750 .330 9.000 
United Traction Co...... 6.159 6.159 4,373 
Pennsylvania 
Beaver Valley Trac. Co. 8.000 
Chambersburg & Gettys- 
burg Elec. Ry... 4 
Chambersburg & Ship- 
pebsburg ress. 6... ae eee 
Citizens Traction Co.....  ...... 
Harrisburg Rys......... .320 
Lehigh Valley Transit Co. 
Mauch Chnnk & Lehighton 
Transit & 


Ry 

Philadelphia Rapid 

Transit Co 
Pittsburgh Rys.......... 
Reading Transit Co.. snbOO ser. cece: 
Stroudsburg Traction Co. . 500 . 500 . 500 
West Penn. Rys 
VOTER YB fan anes eee 


West Virginia 

Wheeling Pub. Sery. Co,. 

Illinois 

Alton Granite & St. Louis 
draction’ Co)... jee 

Aurora, Elgin & Fox 

River Electric Co.. 
Bloomington, Pontiac & | 

Joliet Elec. Ry.. a4 
Central Illinois Public’ 

Rervyice (Co... ai ace. 2 cts, ame een PAE ae 7.410 
Chicago North Shore & 

Milwaukee R.R.. .227 
Illinois Central Elec. Ry. 
Illinois Power & chant 

Corp., Galesburg. . 
Nlinois Traction, Inc., 

Ill. Valley Div coe . 330 
Tri-City Ry. of Illinois... 
Indiana 
Terre Haute, igre nee 

& Eastern Trac. Co, . 
lowa 
Clinton, Davenport & 

Muscatine Ry......... 
Des Moines & 


Iowa R.R 


—Miles of City Track— Miles of Interurban Track 
ervice 
: Sus- Aban- Re- Sus-  Aban- Re 
pended doned moved pended doned moved 
Iowa—Continued 


eee Southern Utilities 
, Burlington....... bP earner cramerronmtniotere.) “Sonn” aeie 
ieee ‘Southern Utilities 

Co., Centerville...... 1.;250) is vererattubvetirten? cls vib enema eee oral 
Omaha & cones Biufis” 

Ry & Bridge: Coe eciic  seaelean whence P2000 5. oye ween Se 
Tri-City Ry. of Toon Dhte) OuaiMO a cteola ete SOOO cs. mers, _ seventies eee 
Kentuck: 

EE CAND EA Zt Noo oad Gow yy wdccrnre pevod Mts nares 5 - 473 
Michigan 

DeptLofiStRys., Detroit.” jsciesen ose AOS OE... ncaa eee a aia a ate 
Detroit United Ry....... 4.700 4.700 .600 10.300 10.300 9.500 
Grand Rapids) Ry 0.005, sis OAS) 8. Re es ST oer ay 
Menominee & Marinette 

tide EraciCony. 2-5 it. slaverecreunmelestetshs By io) BRP nib 7 
Missouri 
St. Louis Elec. pomenel 

Wisteicantarabterctcots i PAU US Si T3500 erie oll ho vce eee 5 
United Rys. Co. of § 

LOU otie eke o's sine h 18 egateieme emtarennas 1,000. vcu:ssre + octet r 
Ohio 
Cleveland Ry........... .668 1.859 = 190)9 te alnele 
Cleveland Southwestern < 

yi & Lt." Cons wiecdins ethene athe ercies Cietee lee ote ean ee 22.500 
Columbus, Urbana & 

‘Western leo Ry 2.0. es inecsay oss eg ee 7,500 2 os aan Sa 
Community Traction Co, SOP Se yas PAT Moire tine: hema. o ‘ 
Southern Ohio Public 

Service Co........... Me DB EGOO oo ccietece: O tevelererstey © Je pie eevee torte . 
Toledo, Fostoria & 

Windlay Ryd irascitcae,, \otateaeh nyt aie tele Meets rs tr aem setae 12. 000=eeen . 
Wisconsin — 

Milwaukee Elec. Ry. & 

DEC Oise at vecteg 5 pee aeereee PEL’ ROAM. Seicriccc code 
Wisconsin-Pwr-& Lt. Co, 2.000 ...<c:  cgssus fusueegh Doe 
Alabama 
Alabama Power Co......  ....+. 0350) cc cna! Senegugatalin Uline 4 
Florida 
Jacksonville Traction Co. 4.550 4.550 4.550. .....0 S50. ene 
Key West Electric Co.... 1,900 cicec sd Sa ie5, feta eee 2 
St. Johns Electric Co... OP PP PPI A 
Georgia 
Columbus Electric & 

Pier Con aicacmhecders 5.1920: =45.920-) 05.920)... eee 
Georgia Ry. & Pwr. Co.. 9.0505. 9.050) 6 cn. ronan 
Savannah Electric & 

Power Oo ds. oi. caoetee” Baten etn In reese | rey Se 
Louisiana 
Louisiana Elec. Co., Inc.. 2.650 ...... 226500. ..deie Piles etn ene f= 
New Orleans Public 

Service, Inc........... TOD evita. 3.696. cc calls, eo biel Crete 
Mississippi 
Mississippi Power Co... © 13.000... 5.05.5 csceed) | asia oe ine see 
North Carolina 
Durham Public Serv..Co., 4:.100. 4.100) .2. 2...0) (i0n- )sin s 
South Carolina 
Charleston Consolidated 

Ry i Silitg? Cope el apenas PEE rine eos fc ONS eee = 
Tennessee 
MemphisiSt. Ry..ciivesico cpidiellet olsiectes Nt re eR x 
California 
Pacific Electric Ry......  .....- 12.180 22.0.5 s..0a0 (2020 E 
Petaluma & Santa 

Rosa Ri: | alates, Tietateine cy */cclccsie | | OO nen . 
San Diego Electric var EESVO. vcetcle ey csv cs) useless, 5 clea 
San Diego & Arizona Ry. A Ae ar oe mee . 76% 
San Francisco Napa & 

Calistoga JRyi ite S kG. s0 | teeta ai touches tame PERT CL re 1:400.-9 6 sieeuae Pas 
Colorado 
Denver? Dramways: ..;.)<  j.areeemenea tes 2590.1: ioe ee eee 
Kansas 
Arkansas Valley Inter- 

MEban yh ace aos eee 22000. .-casBaxetn w a te eee . 630 
Kansas City, Leaven- 

worth & Western Ry.. 5.360 ...... 5,360. svi Sesh, aie cis ls oe 
Topeka, Ry se. saadan 2.770 1.700 SBE sa ctee, “ata eae 
Oklahoma 
Northeast Oklahoma R:Re .:..08.  shinesh) mien ee Ph | Ma i . 394 
Texas 
Dallas: Ryis aii dent a.cie Sstes loon 5422'S SRokey Pee mal 
Kastern Texas) Elec. Cos © oi casi chm Plein a. oben le gna ae eee 
El Paso Electric Co...... YL Resins to pte Oot edadon aloe 
Galveston Electric Co....  ...... 1.000. 1,000.0 U.. cm etree ee a 
Houston Electric Co..... 1.090). “twee 12740 o eae toe pees mie 
Rio Grande Valley 

Traction (Cast so. $.tlek "bets salen minaret ae 6.940 cone ae 
Southwestern Traction 

GOs Bs wa boktanenteos aie 800 . 800 BOO) «ss 5.0:06) | cieusteie een . 
Washington 


og Harbor Ry. & Lt. 
Beattic Municipal St. Ry. 
Spokane United Rys. . 
Canada 

pete Columbia Electric 


cae pO RAEN, Bisley | cn slovaca! URtr aca peta Menara pune a aaa sce earn 

Hy. dro‘Blectrie TROY ston hae eae Ps Poirot. - eeesee 
Toronto Transportation 

Comminsion. ach. Ssetas 22908 fuss tes tee ee . }. te 

Montreal Tramwatye: ic.) decias cls) eee es 2:930° “Scere Cade sto Seu 

Quebec Ry. Lt. & Pwr. Co. 1.420. 1.420 HIO®: ivcds Senn ee is 


Totals sory. eeeteite leer 165.593 114.224 85.319 245.444 127.671 122.870 870 
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EW car purchases 
during 1925 show a 
material reduction 


below previous years. The 
statistics of new rolling 
stock given in the tables 
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Car Purchases During 1925 Were Below 
Requirements 


Reduction in the Number of New Cars Ordered This Year Em- 
phasizes the Importance of Directing Increased Attention to 
Replacement of Obsolete Equipment—New England Was the 
Only Section Reporting Increased Purchases Over Last Year 


—————Passenger Cars: 


NEW ROLLING STOCK ORDERED DURING 
LAST FIVE YEARS 


Express, Freight, 
Service, Loco- 


motives and Grand 


19 


1921 with a total of 1,276 
cars and electric locomo- 
tives. Purchases of buses 
by electric railways, on the 
other hand, show a large 
increase over previous 


s Year City Interurban Total Miscellaneous Total 
and charts herewith indi- 1921 1,059 129 1,188 88 1,276 years. Detailed statistics 
cate that electric railways 1922 2,912 187 3,099 439 3,538 on this subject are given in 
* have not only failed to buy 1923 2,915 4270 3,342 687 4,029 another article in this issue. 
equipment over a period of ete race aa ty es oh Information received 
years at a rate sufficient to ; : ‘ from practically every elec- 
provide adequate replace- tric railway in the United 
ments, but have seriously States and Canada shows 
fallen behind their average during the past year. The that there were 94 companies that bought new cars 


need for directing increased attention to the subject of 


replacing obsolete equipment at a rate sufficient to keep 
pace with modern transportation standards thus be- 
comes obvious. The total of 1,659 cars and electric 
locomotives ordered during 1925 is the second lowest 
recorded for any year since 1907. The lowest was in 


Table I—New Rolling Stock Ordered Since 1907 


during 1925, but that the majority of purchases were 
confined to fifteen companies, which accounts for a total 
of 965 of the new passenger cars. The railways that 
purchased twenty or more cars are shown in Table III. 

The special comparisons of types of cars which were 
purchased during 1925 as given in Table VI and in 
several of the diagrams show that for city service the 
one-man two-man type of car is being bought in great- 


Freight and ‘ est quantities. Cars for rapid transit service form 14.4 
-— Passenger Cars-—~ Miscellaneous Electric 
Year City Interurban Cars Locomotives Tota} per cent of the orders, two-man cars 22 per cent, and the 
1907 3,483 1,327 1,406 (a) 6,216 Ke Shera 
1908 2'208 727 176 (a) 3111 one-man car but 11.6 per cent. One of the charts illus 
ee eH Mee ive @ ee trates in a very striking manner the rise and fall in 
y @, ’ . e 
191 2,884 626 305 (a) 4,015 popularity of the one-man car of approximately 28-ft. 
1913 3,820 347 Bt 5314 length which is commonly known as the safety car, and 
’ a ! : . . ° se L. 
1915 2'072 336 374 (a) 2782 ~+the rapid increase in popularity of the one-man two man 
Hh ese Me ots 2 ate car which first made its appearance in 1922. For city 
we 1,842 > a re 2,419 service there were 512 one-man two-man cars purchased 
1920 2/889 227 465 7 3598 last year and 245 two-man cars. Motor cars for rapid 
1922 2912 sae 403 ah 33538 transit service constitute the next greatest number, 
19 21915 427 95 92 "029 : ; re : 
1924 1'988 536 1,338 31 4092 there being 160 of these. There were 129 one-man cars 
1925 1,054 320 238 47 1,659 Of this latter class, 55 were with bodies approximately 


(a) Included in ‘‘Freight and Miscellaneous Cars.”’ 


28 ft. long, 56 were single-truck cars with bodies longer 


Table Il—Special Comparison of New Rolling Stock Orders by Years 


1925 1924 1923 1922 1921 1920 1919 1918 1917 1916 
Number of railways reporting new Cars..........0.06.. 0008 94 119 167 145 94 172 160 140 182 250 
City Service 
Number of one-man cars (28-ft. body S. T.)...........0.005 55 103 312 772 565 1,699 1,383 644 280 187 
Number of one-man cars other than 28-ft. body............. 74 96 183 207): Ma ARG IRS ANAS ane ORs ee clea imams 0) sks 
Number of one-man, two-man caFs.........0...00.eee0eeee 512 1,224 1,076 S71 ee RAD ea ble | fesse 9), Be Oe tlre at 
slansber of two-man passenger motor cars*............-... Age ee ee bane Kel be: cen a yA meet 
umber of passenger trailers............-00-¢eeceeeeeeeee 
Tvice ace ee = ate re 1. ARO OR OIEO IOI 0.0.0 RARE CRONE Cacho Ti 70 44 121 103 47 104 3 (a) (a) (a) 
GIAUOORMIOMBOFVIGO: o-oo ecw ener vives eusegsce 1,124 2,029 3,036 3,015 1,106 2,993 2,160 1,842 1,998 3,046 
Interurban Service 
eet of SORE RIRU ANSTEY 9 nce 0/5's sie)sin bing 0's op 85S aay wistere & 7 at a . Ra Sihae EG as WEOOL ORAM ae OSCOGe elec Tne 
ret MCOSMANICATS. Letts siacie<sarsodn«> eee | 20 9) 2 DB BBP nets etre Siete Sag wr wieig ie | velaveisss 
Number of two-man motor cars*............0.2ceereeeeeee 207 435 330 122 103 195 96 200 158 303 
Number of passenger trailers.............0.0ecececrceeees 40 4 3 16 26 32 32 55 27 7) 
Number of freight, express and miscellaneous cars........... 168 1,494 474 302 34 361 141 (a) (a) (a) 
Wotalcarsamterurban BETVICE 2... 62.00. sce ec cece ners 488 2,032 901 489 163 588 269 255 185 374 
POE IPMS OBER rte creel av o's oc cn cas oes Vetere nee ceere 1,612 4,061 3,937 3,538 1,269 3,581 2,429 2,375 2,406 3,911 
Number of electric locomotives...........:+:sseeeeeeeeees 47 31 92 3 7 17 1 4 4 31 


*Includes motor and trail cars for subway, elevated and train service. (a) Not available. 
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Diagram Showing the Proportion of Total City Cars for 
3 q 
Each Type Purchased in 1925 
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This Shows the Various Types of Interurban Cars Purchased Last 
Year as a.per Cent of the Total for This Class 


Table 11J-—-Companies Purchasing 20 or More Passenger Cars 


Boston Elevated Railway........ 
Pittsburgh Railways ’.......seeee 


Chicago Rapid Transit Conipany ..100 


Philadelphia Rapid Transit Com- 


DAD Yeas he ees ieee ee el aes oice 10 


Baltimore’& Ohio Railroad...:.: 


Cleveland Railways built ....... 
Georgia Railway & Power Com- 
(DEVAY 120s) suet ee Fis eats) shells diet age uetanen ee 


Key System Transit Company.... 
Chicago, South 
Bend Railway oi. % eaters eres, 


New York, New Haven & Hart- ' 


TOTASRAUTOAG Peas rcpaerrcnetetae \ 


Grand Rapids Railway ......... 


United Electric Railways of Prov- _ 


idence 
Chicago, North Shore & Milwau- 
pkee? Railway: és./s vrs cba eieneoee 


Market Street Railway, San Fran- 
cisco, built 


Columbus Railway & Power Com- 


ys of Baltimore 
Manila Electric Railway......... 


Shore & «South 1 


100 surface cars and 60 rapid 


transit cars 


83 one-man two-man city cars 


and 20 one-man two-man 
interurban cars 

motor cars for rapid transit 
service 


one-man two-man surface 
cars 

motor cars and 10 trailers 
for rapid transit service 

two-man cars in its shops 


one-man two-man city cars 
_and 20 two-man cars 
city cars of two-man type 


interurban passenger cars, 
10 combination passenger 
and baggage cars, 2 par- 
lor car trailers and 2 
diner trailers 

motor cars and 22 trailers 
for train operation 

one-man two-man city cars 

one-man two-man city cars 


interurban motor cars and 
4 diner trailers ' 


two-man city cars 


two-man city cars 


2 one-man two-man city cars 


two-man city cars 


Total number o 
locomotives 


U/7. 


er of passenger Cars 
Purchased for city service 


for inte [ed 


Number of passenger cars 


tr OD 
oO (O71 
BS 


fo) 
D> 


Graphical Analysis of Total Cars and Locomotives and Passenger 


Cars for City and Interurban Purchased During 
Past Nineteen Years 


than 28 ft., and eighteen of these one-man units were 
double-truck cars. i 

The analysis of cars bought for interurban service 

shows that those purchased for train operation con- 

stitute the greatest number, there being 158 motor cars 

and 40 trailers or more than 40 per cent of the total 

interurban passenger cars purchased. Next to these, 

the one-man two-man type of car proved most popular. 

There were but three one-man cars 

1855 purchased for interurban service. 
1689 Purchases of electric locomotives 
were slightly greater last year than 


1248 ey” for 1924, there being 47 electric loco- 
motives bought during 1925 as com- 
pared with 31 during 1924. The order 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad for 24 
locomotives of 75 tons each constitutes 
the greatest proportion of those or- 
dered. The remaining 23 locomotives 

% 2 & § were distributed among twelve other 


companies. 

A special comparison of cars ordered 
during the past ten years is given in 
Table II. Separate tabulations are 


Number of Cars 
Reported as Junked 
During Last 

Four Years 


1,700 
1,600 GE One man 28 ft body 
1500 ([) One man bodies longer than 28 ft 


1400 One man-Twe man cars 
= 1,300 
$1,200 y 


Ss 
o 
SWANK"? '. 


SS 


ITKC—i—C-WWD 7” tll: 
RWWA 


1916 1917 1918 1919 1920 1921 1922 1923 1924 1925 


Graph Showing Relative Purchases of One-Man 
and One-Man, Two-Man Cars During 
the Past Ten Years 
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Table 1V—Details of Rolling Stock Ordered During 1925 
: Motor |Single or} Length |Total Wt. One or, No. Ca: 
Name of Company No. Class City or or Double | Over All ight o. | Seating | Two “Wy unked Dantes 
Interurban | Trailer | Truck | Ft. In.| Tons |Motors |Capacity| Man Year 
New .England States 
Connecticut 
(Clovanawsu ticity Che 5 ee eee ee 1 | Derrick | City Motor | Double||; 40——10))|°32.70)) ots dle uneek viene oe Pea eae eer 
New York New Haven & Hartford R.R........] 13 | Passenger] Interurban} Motor | Double | 80— 14] 87.75 4 120 PPA Nile cee over aehons 
New York New Haven & Hartford R.R.....,..| 22 | Passenger| Interurban| Trailer | Double} 80— 13} 52.00 |....... 120 DLAI Cine ete eet 
Maine 
RE ne EEE PoC eats ache clorele)s| li) scat a) esse aleuale le less wib-o-ajhucaie| alv'o vale oS] vide e cuswtdacc das oobi ens wvcebllosa kwh. Lobe caclacae Bate 6 CM 
Cumberland County Pwr. & Lt. Co.. rae 1 | Work City Motor | Double | 24— 0 BUDO ihe Ao rach Reece a aac eee 3 CM 
SV CECMURTININOS OO rie cehie as culss cc csee ness 1 | Work City Motor |i... » SI AO hia deste Sareietal too Pere teed OG ree Ca EE eo ee rte 
Massachusetts a be aie x 
assenger| City Motor | Double | 69— 23] 41.00 2 72 AP T:evim th hn svoneave, oh ateceze ee 
BostonsBlevated Ry... coy. bee ee ees fel 1O0m|) Packeneer || Cite Motor’ ltpouble (4st loc | aise 50 4 48 Bern pi het ae 
Wi feeetep tal tate aceehe testis pera ebenLapecasaye)| (le oct (eye's, frie nivfeve-ion frvenats eel iallinrnpetsioneraallieimveieca el ae Miele sy 82 CM 
BUBBCCRMNTOSG. Sb; DUS e vin cue ccs sect ccees Betebeee Nomen tonsper Nate tr aa Wet sae ielo fore Ts Wy he 06 «ui s\e'lls,agstelese ee |g ice a acoes ail atch hunt hare aM eee Seen ell ae ee Leena 14 SP 
DFO baal Side Fo) Biss dl Glorens Cae GO Na COMORES ERC E eel Maram oecll jeer easel licheartnlleetatpen mbdlreee udeome 5 SM 
PERE E MAN IUDOM te ER ae Webs oh es else's cleo oisia 2 | Passenger] City Motor | Double} 36—I0 15:25 4 40 Both Mas esac 
_ Interstate Consolidated St., Ry............... 3 | Passenger| City Motor | Single 28— 03 8.05 z 33 Che eda nee re be, 
Interstate Consolidated St., Ry............... 5 | Passenger| City Motor | Double | 40— 3 ]......... 4 44 Gh Wie ere ae ol 
See ME nasi aE ee tet ets ey |S oof if ar eee Seep teh creed ke 8 fo! wos dliplie wie -es'a'e,| wip ais dose uus Seca ats tokens Ole ae elie Lone ES eae 46 CM 
chahy bale es GLNSIe 8 2 a MAN rl ie a 1 | Passenger | City Motor | Double | 41— 0 12.00 4 44 BB Otbe Wercrncdaesieeviseune 
New Hampshire ‘ 
NN ee BET I rele 8s fo) ny etiejo alles = nee] scm cdghn ate rmiajeijegercve's air; syayaiS |» n(oie.s a's sfisiasssinrals o|orereies «mall dcrewerde eal otied callseteete cecttl penton 15 CM 
Rhode Island 
United Elec. Rys. (Providence)............... 25 | Passenger| City Motor | Double | 41— 0 15.50 4 38 Boshivaiie chpervcntorese 
Total cars New England States............. 234 
Eastern States 
District of Columbia : 
Washington Ry. & Elec. Co.................- 2 | Sweepers | City Motor | Single | 28— 4 UGE 25, alts ciareharay elles svaest ot acl Mere beetie ciliata dana tates ieee 
Marylan 
Baltimore & Ohio R. a ae es Is. Lines)..| 90 | Passenger) Interurban} Motor | Double| 67— 33| 47.875 Z 71 TRAE |\hos aera Aan 
Baltimore & Ohio R.R. Co. (Staten Is. Lines)..| 10 | Passenger| Interurban] Trailer | Double | 67— 33] 41.63 |....... 71 rains | ails ica ae emete 
United Rys. & Elec. Co. ..| 22 | Passenger| City Motor | Double } 44—10 20.50 2 49 Both 83 CM 
United Rys. & Elec. Co. 1 | Crane : 
and Plow] City Motor | Double | 44— 0 34.00 BB el Ws aaah aiahee a Mp eee aor etae oleate as sera areal 
Bineh poe eaten, Vork 51P Cit Motor | Doubl 
bet SAAR Cette fe eisai tsceccs care sisi! «i's. sisi oheva assenger Ivy otor ouble }.. 
Brooklyn-Manhatten PirarIeME OG. esis scan 3 2| Freight | City Trailers! Double 
Brooklyn-Manhattan Transit Co.............. 2 | Crane City Trailer | Double 
Elmira Water, Lt. & R.R. Co................ 2 | Passenger | City Motor | Single 
Interborough Rapid Transit (See SAS PR a AOR BE is cal Ponce nee vee ir Fe POC Cee eae poe 
New — & one Island oe ve ete dae 1 | Sweeper | City Motor | Single 
“ veey ibaie a EN DE eee ony ois Se AAR nt aiden es Get oes! eo ani 
Eabsoe es iy. A “sos . a ana ; x6 ci aye Aad ene 12 | Passenger] City Motor | Double 
Oto LV AERVENE PM CET Rats citieievelsie se nce are celery 1 | Dump City Motor | Double 
Southern Mew POTS Re ANC! ici cic o.0 oi viccoje vieje sicifie = e/* «ise sje arsisieieei|ie vans BYstviwtsielliartislsve sis/s|\e, ovr eva cis» 
Pennsylvania 
PME MB aoc ciegécet ete 1 | Sweeper | City Motor :} Single ‘|/ 2-— 3, WatseG@he lilies hl). salle eae teeta ete 
Altoona & Logan Valier Tne 7 OR ae 13 | Passenger | City Motor | Double | 41—10]} 18.20 4 44 Both 25 STCM 
@onestorarbraction Cor ees. cea Selis cee ee ss 3 | Passenger | City Motor | Single | 30— 0 9.00 2 31 Onesileais ees 
Harrisburg ae Aye a eee ae Cae ereretes Wiaal atatiel fellaita alia eea tea Maret NE UaMMTo Nats tha) ele vee s'| een ee sce |io's > a 0 allee y's oye w acaiid.vis sy'sies [ise «,0,ccmele leueraretsiec 6 CMO 
Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley R.R.......... 4 | Passenger] Interurban| Motor | Double | 60— 6 40, 50 2 72 TON hin niwere Shard 
Lehigh Traction Co 0 Neekin AR te ee 13 | Passenger] City Motor | Double | 48— 8 24.50 4 70 Two 8 CM 
Penner een ee ako ale ener cilweces 8 | Passenger] Interurban} Motor | Double | 54— 0 58.30 2 72 Tram bao coe 
Philadelphia Rapid Transit Co.............-> 100 | Passenger} City Motor | Double | 45— 6 18.31 2 53 Both 101 CM 
Philadelphia Rapid Tranist Co............... | | Bl. Crane | City Motor | Double} 55— 0} 46.82 AT Miran ieeatge Ween ae 49 Work 
NE SN lee Gel Weigh cite So c)|S 6 Ge Ayia Eo ne le gg re Uo ue | SLC 3CM 
aan fag West Chester Trac. Co. .......| 12] Passenger} Interurban] Motor | Double | 47—10 29.82 4 62 Taeon he fae ee 
Pittsburgh Railways.........00.0ccseeeeees 83 | Passenger} City Motor | Double | 45— 2 18.75 4 52 Bothy Wea hse k ees es 
SR PESPINM MME ATIVADVS oka c cis sicishs' sg ofn <iorslare oie « 20 | Passenger} Interurban] Motor | Double| 45— 2} 19.75 4 50 BGENS ||P ten beteeyne 
si shinves MED Eas oA Of ogi ed ane 1 | Sweeper | City DL GEOr DOWD LE va cra cecte aillabate rch altecotel erste taverns sil as erevahas Seueh | eiineaee tr 5 CMO 
SSE tighn (220) bat eae Ree ne a re 10 | Passenger| City Motor | Double | 41—10 18.50 4 44 Bothell aie scoe bis 
Shamokin & Mt. Carmel Transit Co.......... 3 | Passenger] Interurban} Motor .) Double | 45— 0] 17.89 4 48 Bother eased, ots wets 
Stroudsburg Traction ee Fe BE RN es f ret emu eaeh mutans he" T [ote raecdeas ee sea pees foyer pete owcieae ele genes 2.CM 
bebo aoe a2 ary ae ire ie Be ue 3 | Passenger| City Motor | Double} 41— 2 17.50 4 46 Both ae. ee oes 
Wau fy. 3 | Passenger} City Motor | Double | 41— 2] 17.50 4 AGLI LY GLI | nee ts pana 
Virginia Ry. & ane eee SRE et 3 .....| 15 | Passenger| City Motor’ | "Domblet | 40==/ 1 ||. sete slo's sifle eee Se 40 MOON” Po wccewe conte 
Total cars Eastern States.............0000 443 
Central CO atancia if 3 | Freight Interurban! ‘Motor, | Double: | “S6——) 0.1.) A sicais ca Welds evel iden ee doe pew ares 4CM 
ae 20 | Passenger deterucban poe Wouble ces 3 3 4 oy 4 a DraTTi bavera tater hols 
Chi North Shore & Milwaukee ed Wome 4 | Diner Interurban | Trailer ouble — 3} OU) Natal sida TTALTD |e. "ata phe ERO Ae 
hicago No re (imran Interurban| ‘Trailer | Double | 50— "DURING naires | al Drain Heras nenh« 
Cc WeamTG ETANGIt OO... «oleic wc eeseseons 100 | Passenger ‘ity Motor ‘ou: | Mirae erty [ak howtos cto Riemann cae ope ST hain ie cee. Sone 
suenge Tons & Deehan ADE dito a element nts © 1 | Dump City Trailer | Double | 40— 0 ALS aie aes STS cel |<, Oe oes de en 
Illinois Pwr. & Lt. Corp. (Galesbura). 1 eeheot UNO, PO 570 POS OI: FRR sate [otdehe A ena Paap oe alt eth tetosslalvat aera aad etiiofer arate te 8 Bet ae 14CM 
Wl PTACHOD ING. 2c. cies sc cje ccc teenies 100 | Freight Imberurban| Trailer}; Double.|36— © Ws cg de Ghen cele alot wee were Eveline | Maile 
Kewanee & Galva Ry....2.....-eeceeeeerens 1 | Passenger} Interurban} Motor | Double | 40— 3 13.00 4 50 te a Mer Mme Se 
pages rth 
aaa ei 15] Passenger | interurban|’ Motor '|"Double | 60— 0 [222222 [IIII/ 56) praia Joc. 
h Bend R: iy ee Interurb Mot Doubl 60— 0 44 Trai 
i tt. NG EUV. vc as aggage nterurban Totor ouble fesmete dein cuca GOK WO (Ps MCACMCE 3 PANT A thet ck isi 0 ay she 
Chiskes South Byers & Bou 1 / 2 | Parlor Interurban| Trailer | Double] 64— 0 |...:.....}....... 37 PRPS. apts seats Sopa 
2 | Diner aly ole Eraitee pouty gtr | eb tiga er at an TEP aCee mee 
nsvi RUPRONOM steeds: x0 sates) avane)e 6 | Passenger] Interurban otor ouble — b fe ko0 7 RA i a ae 
ee I 3 | Passenger| City | Motor | Single | 30-0] 6.00 | 2 rad Woah ee a Pee 
pierecsttele PSBRnde, Boob 3 | Passenger | Interurban otor ouble — 8} : ot ne oa he 
See Paes tT8e- ee 5 | Passenger} Interurban ere pouble | tee 6 $0.00 4 50 11 ong (econo ER ee a 
Wiatetate rats sia pistotela’ Cisya\s‘eiale 0 6 | Dump Interurban ‘railer ‘ouble | = ; PRTC! 3 ACRE ONE Catt ENO Bade dena (Cpa one ee 
latina rere Corp: BA tpacserizen\nterurbar|| Motor | Double | 6f=216 | ..42750 2 Ait || aust le me eae 
Interstate Public Service Co.......-.--+++++ 1 ge i & | Interurban] Motor | Double | 59— 0 46.50 a 24 Ho: Mie ns te 
ining 
Meike csirts nels ie acd © <ravele 6 | Work Interurban| Trailer | Double} 40— 0 UC i bien, bl Perinat atl lhe Ok eh Us HS Raa a 
ee tio Bib eYerekat svaca te ctoyt arses 2 | Freight Interurban || Pratlers| Double} (25.0) |e. as fa teliceutedell bate atleast ton sheen a. 
Union Traction Co. of Indiana.............-- 15 | Passenger| Interurban} Motor | Double | 65— 5 45.00 4 60 Two . 
/ Iowa . 
Iowa Southern Utilities Corp. (Burlington)..... 1 | Sweeper | City Motor lash cecil ere ein tale Tene mahiaes Meth antennas DORs sa a Bee eral a 


a ——————“—“—"_!_C0OV0O0O08KMDWONONONNNNS eee 
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Table [V—Details of Rolling Stock Ordered During 1925—(Continued) 
eee SS Se ae eee 
Motor |Single or| Length | Total Wt. One or No. Cars 
Name of Company No. | Class City or or Double | Over All| Light No. | Seating Two |Junked During 
Interurban | Trailer | Truck | Ft. In. Tons |Motors |Capacity| Man Year 
Kentucky : 
Kentucky Traction & Terminai Co....-..---- .. 2 | Passenger | City Motor | Single | 26— 6 9.00 2 24 One 2CM 
Michigan 
Dept. Street Railways (Detroit) rs cette wet arene 6 | Dump City Trailer | Double | 40— 0 Ae ery Asm Soran bec ls cS 
Dept. Street Railways (Detroit) ....-.....+++: 2 | Dump City Motor | Double | 40— 0 25.00 Fh ee ARR Le ickhcatc, 10 CM 
Daticost United Rysca cass citiaiccaccss« comic neva sieeve o min evoe otete fate tees [exe ayeteyecnTe ny 7's (arvi-\ettecheyl eve heoneene [inten receleione| toler lenerezone| ets eheaeenslclae tcl ce eae { Ae ei 
Grand Rapids Ry.........:+-2eeceree st eeees 27 | Passenger| City Motor | Double | 37— 1 }......... 4 43 Both: [Cc sQueaemanere se 
Lake Superior District Power Co...-..---.+++: 1 | Passenger | Interurban| Motor | Double | 40— 6 13.00 4 44 ne [cote 
Menominee & Marinette Lt. & Trac. Co\.. fic |e ioisersiersle oleil eraieyels eve eieiecai{ = =) -.ereye patel nfegaiele ftel) atone atate late ere cete)atermietst eve’ =tegeceta | oalsIetaersTl ts eceieioiotes 4CM 
Minnesota . 
5 | Passenger | City Motor | Double | 35—10 12.10 43 One ojos) teaisipisials . 
Twin City Rapid Transit Co.........:.++++ 1 | Passenger | City Motor | Double} 46— 8 12.25 4 57 Two ||): eeemnieme 3 
| | Passenger| City Motor | Double} 46— 8 13.40 50 Two [setae sine le 
Missouri 
Missouri & Kansas Ry.......22-e essere ereee 2 | Passenger} Interurban] Motor | Double | 45— 0 20.00 4 54 Both {senate seeinwe 
Ree & teens oe Sa Serre cis 1 | Passenger} Interurban| Motor | Double | 47— 0 21.00 4 54 Both: |. . seston 
United Rys. Co. of St. Louis.......... 2c eee [eee epee eee ee eee denee Noe atare cif e-2aziieysrane [Setar eee 
Ohio 
Cincinnati St. Ry. (Traction Co.).........+++- 1 | Dump City Trailer | Double 
Cincinnati Trac. Co.......-.ensceeesceseters 1 | Crane City Motor | Double 
Cincinnati Trac, Co... 0.45056 lees vo cie se eeie 1 | Dump City Trailer | Double 
95 | Passenger| City Motor | Double 
Y Crane City Motor | Double 
Cleveland Railways.......-2+ssseceeeseees 2 Dames oe. eee pou 
2 | Rail cars | City Trailer | Double 
3 | Sweepers | City Motor | Double 
Gleveland’ So! Western Ry. & Lit! Cos aaccn cic |oieresers [leeds tetas eavelall ous te atelatata maell opera one eet ey een 
Columbus, Delaware & Marion Elec. Co. 2 | Parlor Interurban} Motor | Double 
Columbus Ry. Pwr. & Lt. Co......... 23 | Passenger| City Motor | Double 
Dayton, Springfield & Xenia Southern R 1 | Passenger} Interurban! Motor | Double 
Lima Toledo R.R. Co...........4- 10 | Freight Interurban} Trailer | Double 
Northern Ohio Trac. & Lt. Co. 25 | Freight Interurban} Trailer | Double 
Northern Ohio Trac. & Lt. Co 6 | Freight Interurban| Trailers| Double 
Ohio River Elec. Ry. Co..... ; 7 | Passenger] City Motor | Single 
Pennsylvania-Ohio Elec. Co.........-...-..+- 13 | Passenger| City Motor | Double 
Starke Pléo. Covcct. ade cena erin: Seen 1 | Dum Interurban | Trail D 
Toledo, Bowling Green & Southern Trac. Co.... 1 | Freight Interurban Motor Double 5I— 0 39.50 
Youngstown Municipal Ry............- ..| 13 | Passenger | City Motor | Double | 43— 0 16.00 
Youngstown & Surburban Ry.............--. 4 | Passenger} Interurban] Motor | Double | 41—10 17.80 
Wisconsin 
Lake Superior Dist. Pwr. Co...............6: 1 | Passenger | Interurban] Motor | Double 
Madison Railways’. .-rrys brass nde creators te ciels 12 | Passenger| City .| Motor | Single 
Milwaukee Elec. Ry. Lt. Co.................. 2 | Passenger | City Trailer | Double 
WisconsimP wre & Dt. a. oa.cic eleven 02a cca taye oa cyall|a>evciat otf ovatese cele Pateesal Geet netene eters] pe eee eae 
Total cars Central States.................- 597 
Southern States 
f C Alabama “ 
Alabama Eyre Ounce eet elelele wintsharerete eels sie 2 assenger | City “ ras 
Mobile bight 4 RN Cons econ geuswaisiseip 2 | Flat City Motor | ingle) geen Oh 220 nee 
Mobile Wight bys Cole eet cel que lclotas 2 | Work City Motor | Single | 24— 0 4200: piesentee| (000) C2 eee 
Arkansas 
Pine Bluff Co... ci. ccc e sec cece see seee 2 | Passenger | City Motor | Single | 28— 0} 8.00 2 32 One. |i eee 
Florida 
2 | Passenger| Interurban] Motor | Double} 40— 1 4 44 B 
OP |) Mouble) 40h) haneweters th (fi: «alee stern 
Coral Gables Utility Corp................. 1 | Passenger} Interurban] Motor | Double] 47— 8] 18.82 4 52 Both vba wate ages 
3 3 | Passenger | City Motor | Double | 28— 03} 8.61 2 33 6) : 
9 | Passenger] Interurban] Motor | Double 4 Bah’ |... 
Miami Trad) WO. selueaeiseineeics sere sees 15 | Passenger] City Motors || Double'| #28 Onl manele Stee AE oth” |" aed 
Municipal Railway of South Jacksonville... ... 4 | Passenger} City Motor | Singl ¥ 25 0 ac 33 One aaa 
Tampa) lets Corse = em-mie +e atl): wineries ane 7 | Passenger| City Motor Deable 4527, | een ot eo tae bh Both + oe ee 
Georgia 
Atl Northern Uva datses als cto lareys lore tets pata Peres? 
Columbus Bee. & Pur. Coe a Meine ne re eee seaman pues |. at | Bete ieee 
eorgia Ry; & Pwr Commenetio ce) ene 20 Passenger City M steele D Biigth lareifis see «fe ciel] eutalsieap enya tramenn 4 o10'='F alaaie wa: s:a}]|0) © ela alte 
Gedrea Ry Pw Come on eae otor || Double! 46— 2 |) 18.22 . 48. |. ‘Two, ), 60s 
Gooreis Hy Pe Co icc ccccr| 40] Paneer] City | Motor | Double |/46— 4] 14.6401) 14) 108 50 ama 
ai North Carolina Seariciey ROI cee 
ville Pwr. GROG COs cats wh steer ee aur 12 | Pa: Cit 4 
Ashville Pwr, & Light Co... 0000000000000 4| Passenger | City Moe fens | Ba oi gees 3 | One! || 
ide Water Power Co............ re 3 ne” |" ‘Ua Gana eee 
Werrreerertiree brie bese (tac. ain or RM ER reenact ee 3¢M 
; Tennessee 
Knoxville Pyne iio cc ccrlecteem ics ney ur Passenger| City Motor | Single | 29— 6 8.50 2 29 One [2's creates 
Union Trae. Co | | Passenger) Interurban) Motor | Double | 43— {| 15.00 4 420°] oT woo |: scene 
BA CL Naren ARTA aie OECD JON ; pei t eat Motor Double | 43— 1 15,00." “[eei’ceetefok tc te, oes i nlavaataae 
1251 (dil BOM orn cies aonb arenas OR SA s)Aercckce Ae 
Total cars Southern States..............6.- 149 ; 
Western States 
California 
7 : 41 | Passenger| City Motor | Double; 45— 6 
Key System Transit Co.........0-.seeseeee 1 | Passenger] City Motor Deahis 48— 0 rh 00 4 3 Two as 
eee 1 | Work City Trailer-|, Doublei| 20 4/1)... , 02. can] aac a|tieue seas] eke aed ee 
Market Street) Ey. s scrste pile etal ori staleie sistema 24 | Passenger | City Motor | Double} 47— 0 19.50 4 50 Two i0ocM 
Pacific Hleotrio Reyer, seve ie;s)0is 60,015) 9e.0 s1e/¥,016 w/o) n:] »/oo! stil lotalsyecate sal elle ebatetenetaes Raleael | teeta eats lereastete aie eel eee eeeneer a tition a cs. 
Gem Dice PN Tig sea ais aaa tote 6 |Work City [Trailer | Double] 40— 0] 23.00 |.......].....00-feeeeeeesfees 7 ae 
Kansas 
DOpelta Ryness asco ol eicis cieso'e eoleeisle aie vetaphpwinvere'| o's» je b= ehereksyeianagenel (ai ateeer st ote terete care venat ated i] tara tale fete Sie cee ett oy 10 CM 
Oklahoma 


Northeast Oklahoma R.R. 
MCURNOVOMAECY <2 ss c.stcnes Matiaieverere eisteletm stererexerortc 
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Table [V—Details of Rolling Stock 


Ordered During 1925—(Concluded) 


7 
; Motor |Single or] Length |Total Wt 
Name of Company No Class City or or Double | Over Al Light No. | Seating Ore or Jone enwe 
Interurban | Trailer | Truck | Ft. In. Tons |Motors |Capacity]) Man Year 
Oregon : 
SR sere Ora AMRIT 2 TLC ME Vy AAO OPE SR REM IIe Ge cats nce very «:|teregee «\|(cTeiwioive aveccla!| i) arstede ob, cya v's ele a eve [ea ae neat leg eee canabvattelreeanlas 4CM 
Texas 
Beihai ERNE INO OleP Ne elena eee lrel safe frat 2 finer tai| slave ee eriel| re ee Hiclnas vefe ei w cede [tans Ness [ogee s ostele 5 CM 
Southeastern Traction Co... 1 | Passenger| Interurban] Motor | Double| 30— 0] 10.50 | Pigretlt 32 e.| One ee 
Total cars Western States................5- 84 
Cuba 
ave aaiOentraliny isdieiac tok cs ewecce ses ees 8 | Passenger} Interurban] Motor | Double} 5I1— 9 25.10 4 60 TRWiOhe ie. )..atar 
‘ f Philippine Islands 
Manila lectrie Cos... 5. leeks 20 | Passenger| City Motor | Double| 41— 5 14.00 2 60 “DWWO, BaF, omar 
Total cars Hxtraterritorial............/..... 28 
Dominion of Canada 
British Columbia - Cc 
6 assenger ity Motor | Double | 48— 8 230 4 48 Two 1 CL 
Bi é 6 | Passenger | Cit. Trailer | Double | 48— 8 224904 Maes aes i 
British Columbia El. Ry.......... pahage sas. *2 1 | Flat Interurban| Trailer | Double | 37— 0 UD DOLF ae nets ies : sie — 
1 | Work City Motor | Single | 10— 0] 8.00 2, Wl, a aaa ee |e ane 
_ New Brunswick 
New Brunswick Pwr. Co..............0000005 2 | Passenger| City Motor | Single 31— 0 12.00 2 30 Oneie tlie, saat 
c ae a Ontario i 
ornwa. FUSSY ec. 5 che = eRe Passenger | City Motor | Double | 30— 0 12.00 2 
Hydro-Blectric Pwr. Comm..........-.-.-.-- 3 | Passenger | Cit Motor | Double | 45— 4 22.00 4 44 Both ite ok aie oes 
Hydro-Electric Pwr. Comm................55 1 | Passenger] Interurban} Motor | Double | 50— 0 27.00 4 54 “Pur omnes eter see 
Niagara, St. Catharines & Toronto Ry........ 12 | Passenger} City Motor | Double | 46— 6 14.90 4 44 Bathe |e e ose 
SEE GPA es Gk eee ee 1 | Work City ILO OT YS 5 sepa. ah ae Suge cess ato eta ER a Herston 
Oitmwanleetric Hy sci. ese wins eee eee ee 10 | Passenger | City Motor | Double | 45— 0 19.50 4 EY oa anil sors) ip) leyes par teen ha gh 
Ottawa Bleotrie RY, aise neers eer ee 2 | Sweeper | City Motor | Single | 24—10]......... Deo asta || ake paced ete ee eer ee 
Public Utilities Comm. of Kitchener........... 1 | Sweeper | City Motor «| Stele: | 522° Ol| ire 2 ts tees |teeecei arse | Sen eee | nena Petes 
; Quebec 
Canadian NationaliRys. 0.0. cee eens 12 | Passenger} Interurban| Motor | Double} 42— 6 15.00 4 44 Botha 
3 | Sweeper City Motor |} Single 24—10 16.00 2 Rane In remem || una er ma 
1 | Plow City Motor | Single 26— 0 19,00 eae pnts Ag Meee et. ite ee a 
Montreal Tramways... ccc. c ce cece cece ee 1 | Dump City Motor | Double} 40— 0 25.15 Basalt de oe get a, ce ets eae ARR 
2| Rail City Motor | Double | 42—0| 24.50 Aes neers oll nt eee seine Sanne 
4 | Flat City Motor | Double) 34— 0) 20075. |ccriieclaccess-elossadeeelbe 48CM 
New Foundland Lt. & Pwr. Co.............-- 7 | Passenger | City Motor | Single | 28— 03] 11.00 2 30 One nl Relia steno ate 
Wotalicars Cava aca «vis <c.020 08 eae venules 77 


Abbreviations used for cars Gaulced? 


STCM—single truck city motor cars. IM—interurban motor cars. 


CS—city service cars. 


CM—city motor cars. 
CL—city line cars. 


CMO—open city motor cars. 


SP—snow plows. 


é IT—interurban trailers. 
SM—service motor cars. 


IF—interurban freight cars. 


given for cars in city service and those in inter- 
urban service. Referring to this table, it is interesting 
to note how the number of safety cars purchased in- 
creased each year from 1916 up to and including 1920, 
and during the same period how the number of large 
two-man cars gradually decreased. A comparison by 
percentage that the number of cars purchased bears to 
the total shows that the highest percentage for safety 
cars was reached in 1919. One-man, two-man cars 
increased each year from 1922 to 1924, but the number 
purchased during 1925 has fallen off to less than one- 
half those purchased during 1924. 

Details of rolling stock ordered by individual com- 
panies are given in Table IV. The railways in each 
state are grouped and the various states are arranged 
into groups which follow the same arrangement as that 
used by the United States Census Bureau. This ar- 
rangement is the same as that used for the 1924 
statistics. Companies in Canada, Cuba and the Philip- 
pine Islands are listed separately. In addition to listing 
the number of cars ordered by the various companies, 
this table classifies the cars as to type of service and 
gives information as to length, seating capacity, weight, 
number of motors and general characteristics, such as 
motor or trailer and single or double truck. 

The recapitulation by districts shows that very few 
cars were bought by companies in the Western states, 
there being but five companies that reported a total of 
83 city cars purchased and one company that reported 
new interurban cars. During 1924 this district showed 
the greatest number of cars purchased. Eighteen com- 
panies reported a total of 1,663 cars and locomotives 


bought for city and interurban service. Omitting ex- 
press, freight, service and miscellaneous cars, there were 
76 passenger cars purchased for city service during 
1925, as against 271 passenger cars for city service 
during 1924. Only one interurban car was reported for 
1925 as against 27 purchased during 1924. Comparise= 
of other districts shows that the New England districs 
purchased 234 cars during 1925 as against 92 in 1924; 
the Eastern states, 443 during 1925 as compared with 
1,206 in 1924; the Central states, 597 in 1925 as against 
849 in 1924; and the Southern states, 149 in 1925 as 
compared with 158 in 1924. Canada reported 77 cars 
for 1925 as against 98 for 1924: 

For convenience in comparing detailed figures, and in 
order to show at a glance the relative amount of rolling 
stock purchased by the various railways year by year, 
Table I has been prepared. This gives the total num- 
ber of cars ordered each year since 1907. Cars pur- 
chased are divided into four classes: Passenger cars, 
both city and interurban; freight, express and miscel- 
laneous cars; and electric locomotives. The miscel- 
laneous cars include service cars, snow plows, sweepers, 
work cars, etc. Three graphs have been prepared to 
show graphically the number of cars ordered each year 
since 1916. One of these gives the total number of 
cars and locomotives; the second one gives purchases 
of passenger cars for city service and the third inter- 
urban cars bought for passenger service. The number 
of passenger cars bought for city service annually has 
been decreasing since 1923. The number purchased in 
1925 is approximately the same as for 1921, which is 
the lowest year recorded. Purchases of interurban cars 
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increased from 1921 to 1924, but 1925 shows a drop of 
about six-tenths of the number purchased in 1924. 

A study of the various one-man two-man cars or- 
dered during 1925 for city service shows that they run 
quite uniform in length, weight and seating capacity. 
Lengths vary from 36 ft. 10 in. to 47 ft. 7 in., weights 
from 14.9 tons to 20.5 tons, and seating capacity from 
84 to 54.. The weighted average for all cars of this 
class purchased during 1925 gives a length of 44 ft. 1 in., 
a weight of 18.07 tons and a seating capacity of 48. 
It is interesting to compare these dimensions with sim- 
ilar ones made from a study of the one-man two-man 
cars ordered in 1923. The weighted average for the 
cars was 45 ft. 1 in. long with a seating capacity of 54. 
It thus appears that the tendency during 1925 is to 
use a car slightly smaller in size than those of 1923. 
In general design, the cars have remained about the 
same for the last three years. Wheels of 26-in. diameter 
are most commonly used and platforms are either level 
with the car floor or with a slight ramp, a single 
intermediate step being used between the roadway and 
the car platform. Arch type roof construction is used 
in most cases. 

The number of cars junked during 1925 is less than 
for 1923 and 1924, but is slightly greater than for 1922, 
there being a total of 1,340 cars reported as scrapped 
during 1925. The majority of these are motor ears 
in city service. The largest number of cars reported 
as junked by individual railways was 472 by the Brook- 
lyn-Manhattan Transit Corporation and 101 by the 
Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company, 83 by the United 
Railways & Electric Company of Baltimore, and 82 by 
the Eastern Massachusetts Street Railway. An accom- 
panying diagram shows graphically the number of cars 
junked during the past four years. 

The accompanying tables and graphical charts of 
rolling stock were prepared from information obtained 
from replies to questionnaires sent to all the electric 
railways in the United States and Canada. This was 
supplemented by information which had been previously 
obtained and published in ELECTRIC RAILWAY JOURNAL, 
and from lists of cars furnished by the principal car 
manufacturers. It is quite impossible to receive replies 
from all railways when a definite time for publication 
must be met, but this year’s information has been par- 
ticularly complete and the lists received from manu- 
facturers has enabled a careful check to be made of the 


Table V—Electric Locomotives Ordered During 1925 


ave puenath 
Name of Railway Number Tons 4 rn 
New England States 
Axvoostooks Valley Tua eo senate cuneate pee 1 50 


Eastern States 


Delaware, Lackawanna & Western R.R......... 1 50 29—0 
New York Rapid Transit Corp........... ieee 1 50 37—4 
Pennsylvania RR malcom eee 24 7b ie ee a coh 9 


- Central States 
Chicago, South Shore & South Bend Ry........ 4 
Great Northern R.R. 4 177 
a 2 
i 


St. Louis and Belleville El. Ry 80 40—0 
Western States 

Sany/iiego Bleotinc Ry. 0.5. dus heer 1 50 40—0 
Cuba 

Hershey Cubent Ry. ress sae 3 60 37—4 
Canada 

Montreal & Southern Counties Ry............. 1 50 

Oshawa RY sc trtes)., pale Oe po ee I 50 32—0 

Oba SNe es wis ted aio tonr CRM oe 47 
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Table VI—Recapitulation by Districts of Cars 
Ordered During 1925 


2 3 3 
g pe eae re ee 8 3s 
es Sein ae he = a4 \@ 
Gy ey es n > & + oO = 
bs n a gq wm & Oey S 
fe Fg Fa ee lace oo son es 
Be. CSS ate cB) So ee are 
a2 fag ee E 
ge Oa Ee See 
Number of companies report- 
{NP NEW CALS. Lasse cose aes Dh QUA SG rae tee ee 83 1 94 
City Service 
One-man cars, 28-ft. body..... 3 92936 48 7 55 
One-man cars with bodies 
longer than 28-ft. 
Single trike ii. )i sale ere ist’ Ea Siti li aeexace FOL anes 54. 92 56 
Double truek.)..0 549. ei0m 2004 12 Der tt Sig) ete iv oeon 1& 
One-man, two-man cars...... 133 254 53 47... .. 487 25 512 
Two-man cars (surface)......  ... 13° 120. 20 66° 20 2397 Sawa 
Motor cars for rapid transit 
WTC Saptari ape aera to Obs oro 60 S48 100 i ae) ee Le a 160 
SLTAILGraie lens atene te sien ol cuss EL ee reas PA hay Wurnca pe aoc 2 8 
Service and miscellaneous cars c Jeet, aaa zn le ne 54 16 70: 
Total cars, city service..... 199 296 334 129 83 20 1,061 63 1,124 
Interurban Service 
One-man, double-truck cars... ... ... 2 as Toe Bi 3 3 
One-man, two-man cars......  ... 23. Thine 58" wliZ 70 
TwO-miah) CATS. 8... caecalas ae ets ed 16. 23 1 2 eB cde @ 4 
8 Og Co eee Acie en MRE A Ok acrictr 10 oe eee rade 40° Gs 4 
Motor cars for trainservice... 13 98 47 ... .. .. 158455 158 
Express and freight cars...... ... ... 152 eee ak 15ST 154 
Miscellaneous cars.........++ 2% pisces 13 Wo'dinag 14°68 14 
Totalcarsinterurbanservice 35 147 263 20 1 8 474 14 488 
Electric locomotives......... 4) VW16R eo Aras ters 45 2 47 
Total cars and electric lo¢o- 
TOU VES 24 sles 4isteleoerieicts 238 469-608 149 85 31 1,580 79 1,659 
figures obtained from the various railways. In some 


cases where replies were not received from the operat- 
ing companies, the information furnished by the car 
manufacturers has been used in the tables. 


900 Men Rush Rehabilitation Work 
on South Shore Road 


ANY of the tasks in the rehabilitation work begum 
when the Chicago, South Shore & South Bend Rail- 
road came under the control of Samuel Insull and asso- 
ciates had been completed on Dec. 1. Work in other 
phases of this program will continue as long as weather 
permits. More than 900 men were still engaged in this 
work on Dec. 1. 
Some of the work which has been completed follows: 


Ten miles of 70 and 80 lb. rail between Kensington and 
Hammond replaced with 100-lb. rail. 

Entire track from South Bend to Kensington resurfaced 
with more than 300 cars of cinder ballast. 

New angle bars installed at all track joints, approxi- 
mately 11,000 pairs being used. 

All block and other signals rebuilt, including wiring and 
controls. 

New telephone lines for company communication installed. 

Entire right-of-way cleared of undergrowth and weeds. 


Portions of the rehabilitation work now under way 
are: 

Rock ballasting of the section from Kensington to Ham- 
mond 60 per cent completed. 

Steel trusses to support trolley wire on the above section. 
in place. These trusses are mounted on the wooden poles. 

Side tracks being extended and double-ended to take care 
of increase in freight business. 

Freight stations enlarged and renewed. 

Four new electric substations now under way and work 
is to start soon on a fifth. 

New stations at Michigan City and South Bend in use 
and Gary and Tremont passenger stations being rebuilt. 


Twenty-eight more passenger trains are being oper- 
ated by the South Shore Line than at this time a year 
ago. Two of these are limited trains. The others are 
distributed between local and express service. 
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34: per Cent of Passenger Cars Are Over 
Twenty Years Old , 


Less than Half of All Cars Now in Electric Railway Service Were 
Purchased in the Last Fifteen Years—Greater Number of New 
Cars Are Needed to Modernize Industry than Was Anticipated 
—Nationwide Survey More than Confirms Previous Estimates 


involves the expenditure 


URCHASE of more 
Pas: 28,000 electric 

railway passenger 
cars is necessary in the 
near future if the indus- 
try is to be brought up 
to the high degree of 
efficiency necessary un- 
der present-day condi- 
tions. This is based only 
on replacement of those 
cars which are today 


Age, Years 
More than 25 


20 to 
15 to 
10 to 
5 to 


CLASSIFICATION OF ELECTRIC RAILWAY 
PASSENGER CARS BY AGE 


of a very large amount 
of money. If the average 
cost of a car is $10,000, 
which is undoubtedly 
low today, it means that 
$280,000,000 will be re- 
quired. While such a 
task appears herculean, 
it is vital if the industry 
is to keep pace. For if 
the program of replace- 


Number 


82,450 


twenty years of age or 
older. Many cars built 
in more recent periods may rightfully be considered 
obsolete equipment, so that an even greater number 
of new cars is needed to modernize fully electric rail- 
way rolling stock. This estimate would provide for 
replacement of obsolete cars only. It makes no provi- 
sion for expansion of service which is known to be 
necessary in many localities if the patrons are to be 
given satisfactory accommodations. 

Purchase of such a large quantity of equipment 


ment is put off, the 
problem of providing 
new equipment of a character to attract patronage and 
win good will becomes cumulatively more difficult. 
These statements are based on a survey made by this 
paper in the past few weeks, in which information 
has been obtained covering the industry in the entire 
United States. The results have more than confirmed 
previous estimates made by ELECTRIC RAILWAY 


JOURNAL, the American Electric Railway Association 
and others in position to analyze available statistics. The 
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Distribution of Electric Railway Passenger 
Cars Which Are More than Twenty Years 
Old Is Shown for Various Geographic Divi- 

sions. Shading Indicates Relative 
' Percentage of Obsolescence 
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cent indicates that over 28,000 cars are more than s 
twenty years old. Most of the major developments that 
are included in modern car design and construction have 
been made considerably inside of a twenty-year period. 
Consequently the number of cars which do not incor- 

\ porate these developments is considerably above the 

figure given. 

Further analysis of the age of cars by geographical 
districts and by class of service is shown in the table . 
and on the accompanying map. It indicates the rela- 
tive conditions in various parts of the country. In 
the Middle Atlantic States, comprising New York, New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania, it is seen that 42 per cent 
of the existing equipment is over twenty years old. In 
the East South Central States, comprising Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Alabama and Mississippi, 40.5 per cent of 
the equipment is shown to be more than twenty years 
old. The proportion ranges down through the remainder 
of the nine divisions into which the country is divided 
to 16 per cent for the Mountain States of Idaho, Colo- 
rado, ‘Utah, Wyoming, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada 
and Montana. It is of interest in passing to note that 
the sections which show the largest proportion of equip- 
ment over twenty years old correspond to those in 
which construction of electric railway lines progressed 
rapidly during the earlier years of the industry’s 
history. : 

The per cents indicating total number of obsolete cars 
follow the condition of city rather than interurban 
equipment. This is primarily due to the greater number 
of city cars owned. In the table on page 27 are shown 
the per cents for both classes of service, divided 
between the various geographic sections. Here, it will 
be noted, the distribution of obsolete interurban cars 
varies considerably from the city distribution. 

Returns from this survey have been compiled to show 
the relative age of passenger cars in five-year periods 


10 to 15 years old 
Purchased 


ee ears old 
oS 
\i35i- ace 


Less than 
5 years old 
Purchased 
1921-1925 
14%0 


Inventory of City Cars Shows 34 per Cent That Are Twenty Years 
or More Old. In Addition 20.2 per Cent Have Seen 
Fifteen to Twenty Years of Service 


more complete information on which the new figures are 
based shows the problem to be even more serious than 
had been anticipated in the earlier studies. In these 
estimates two general methods of approach have been 
used. One had for its object a determination of the 
deficiency in annual replacements, assuming a twenty- 
year life as a basis. The other was worked out by 
subtracting the purchases of new equipment each year 
since 1907 from the total number of cars owned. In 
this latter estimate the object was to find the num- 
ber of passenger cars which were purchased previous 
to the development of many of the improvements which 
are now included in modern cars. These estimates, 
based upon figures compiled by the United States 
Census Bureau and. statistics published annually in 
ELECTRIC RAILWAY JOURNAL, have indicated that there 
are 25,000 obsolete electric railway cars in service. An 
article covering this subject was published in ELECTRIC 
RAILWAY JOURNAL for Nov. 14, 1925, page 853. 
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15 to 20 years old 
Purchased 

1906-1910 
22° 


SURVEY COVERED ENTIRE COUNTRY 


The more comprehensive analysis of the age of the 
equipment in various sections of the country has been 
obtained from a nation-wide survey published here for 
the first time. Questionnaires were sent to every elec- 
tric railway property in the United States. The returns 
were supplemented by records compiled by the General 
Electric Company and the Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Company through personal contact 
of representatives of their division offices with the 
electric railway properties in various sections of the 


country. 
The importance of directing attention to the replace- 


Oto25 years old 
Purchased 
1901-1905 


ment of obsolete equipment is strikingly brought out. 
Information obtained shows that 34 per cent of the 
total number of passenger cars are more than twenty 
years old. There are at present 82,450 passenger cars 
in the United States. This figure was compiled by 
ELECTRIC RAILWAY JOURNAL a year ago and published 
in the issue of March 7, 1925, page 368. Similar figures 
are collected annually for the McGraw Electric Railway 
Directory. Applying the above proportion of 34 per 


Condition of Interurban Equipment Is Illustrated by This Diagram. 
the Largest Group of Cars Is from Twenty 
to Twenty-five Years Old 


since 1900 and those purchased previous to that year. 
These have been further subdivided as between city 
and interurban cars. The results are shown graphically 
in the accompanying circle diagrams. 

Under the city classification 14.8 per cent were pur- 
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chased prior to 1900. Thus they were found to be more 
' than 25 years old; 19.2 per cent fall in the group having 
an age of between twenty and 25 years. This makes a 
total of 34 per cent that have been in service for twenty 
years or longer. There is a group comprising 20.2 per 
cent which are from fifteen to twenty years old. These 
would also probably fall into an obsolete classification 
on the basis of the developments which have been made 
in car construction since they were built. 

Of the cars which may be classed as more nearly 
modern, 16.5 per cent are from ten to fifteen years 
old, 15.3 per cent are five to ten years old and 14 per 
cent are less than five years old. This makes a total of 
45.8 per cent of the total number of city cars that have 
been purchased within fifteen years. 

A similar division has been made of the interurban 
cars—6.6 per cent were ‘purchased previous to 1900 
and are more than 25 years old; 26.6 per cent 
are twenty to 25 years old; 22 per cent fall 
into the group from fifteen to twenty years. Of the 
cars that are less than fifteen years old 20 per cent 
are between ten and fifteen years, 13.1 per cent fall 
between five and ten years and 11.7 per cent were 
purchased within the last five years. 

An interesting check is obtained on the estimates 
made in preparing the chart on page 854 of the Nov. 
14 issue, in-which the conclusion that there are 25,000 
obsolete cars was derived. In compiling the earlier 
chart the assumption was made that all cars purchased 
since 1907 are still in service. It was pointed out at 
that time that a certain number of comparatively mod- 
ern cars had been destroyed by fire, accident and other 
causes. No method of approximating this number was 
available at that time. The present survey gives a 
basis for comparison with the original estimate. The 
diagram for city and interurban cars combined shows 
that 45.5 per cent of the total number of cars have 
been purchased within the last fifteen years. This is 
equivalent to approximately 37,500 cars on the basis 
of last year’s estimate of 82,450 cars. The total num- 
ber of cars purchased during these last fifteen years, 
as shown in the tabulation in another article in this 
issue for cars purchased each year since 1907, amounts 


Passenger Cars Over Twenty Years Old 
by Geographical Districts 


Per Cent of Passenger Cars 
7——Over 20 Years Old——\, 


Geographical District City Interurban Total 
ea UL i er 29.1 62.6 35 
(Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con- 
necticut) 
Middle “Atlantioe: . 2... ce ee wee 42.6 36.1 42 
(New York, New Jersey, Penn- 
sylvania) 
East North Central ...........00+0+4-5 30.4 30 30.4 
(Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, 
Wisconsin) 
West North Central ................ 28.2 46.8 30 
(Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, 
Kansas) 
BONG VATANTE 06 we eee ea we 20.6 42 22 
(Delaware, Maryland, District of 
Columbia, Virginia, West Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, South Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Florida) P. 
East South Central ........-..e2+005 40.8 34.5 40.5 
(Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, 
’ Mississippi) 
West South Central ............... 26.1 ipa 23 
(Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, 
Texas) 
PS EMNMRABMA Si etc is fo olete co 1- 2 vs oe ee cies ferent A Ge 3.8 16 
(idaho, Colorado, Utah, Wyoming, 
New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, 
Montana 
Pacific ..... |) rye 23 17.5 


(Washington, Oregon, California) 
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Combined Interurban and City Cars Are Here Divided in Five- 
Year Periods. Cars Purchased Previous to 1900 Are Grouped 
Together. 34 per Cent of the Total Are at Least 
Twenty Years Old 


to approximately 42,700. The difference of 5,200 cars 
represents those destroyed by fire, accident and other 
causes and those abandoned and not reported for various 
reasons. 

Consideration of the combined diagram for both city 
and interurban cars gives a graphical presentation of 
the general condition of equipment. From this chart 
there are 14.2 per cent of the total number of passenger 
cars that are more than 25 years old. This amounts 
to 11,740 cars; 19.8 per cent fall in the group ranging 
from twenty to 25 years and aggregate 16,345 cars. 
Thus, the total of the combined city and interurban cars 
more than twenty years old amounts to 34 per cent, or 
28,085. In addition there are 16,945 cars that are fif- 
teen to twenty years old and amount to 20.5 per cent 
of the total. Unquestionably, most of the cars in this 
last group do not include modern developments in con- 
struction and design. Weight reduction, low floors, 
small wheels, higher grade materials and many other 
improvements haye been -introduced within compara- 
tively recent years. Many developments have also been 
made in trucks, motors and control, air brakes, door 
controls and other items of equipment. 

This analysis has been presented in considerable 
detail because of the importance of the subject from 
the standpoint of the future progress of the industry. 
It has been repeatedly pointed out that electric railway 
transportation has survived through a period of serious 
economic and operating handicaps. The condition of 
electric railway equipment today is in large measure 
attributable to the long series of events that have pro- 
duced rising costs on the one hand and limited income 
on the other. But the industry today more clearly 
than ever before occupies a sound economic position as 
a fundamental necessity in modern community devel- 
opment. There has been a growing conviction that it 
is on the threshold of an era of renewed prosperity 
and usefulness. Attention to the subject of replacing 
obsolete equipment is shown by this analysis to be of 
paramount importance at this time. 
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Heavy Traction Progress 


in 1925 


Many Projects Completed, both in This Country and 
Abroad—Increasing Attention Being Paid to 
Electric Operation on Trunk Lines 


ORE progress in steam railroad electrification was 

made in 1925 than for any year since 1919.. In 
fact, the track equipped for electric operation was 20 
miles more than the entire electrifications in 1920 to 
1925, inclusive. The work was done by five roads. The 
Virginian Railway easily stands at the head of the list. 
There the loads to be hauled are of the heaviest char- 
acter. The entire installation has been done in a man- 
ner not only to replace the steam service, but to increase 
the capacity largely. That the result has been accom- 
plished is shown in the article published in this paper 
on Oct. 3, following inauguration of the system be- 
tween Mullins and Clarks Gap, W. Va. At that time 
completion of the system to Roanoke had been deferred, 
since a question had arisen regarding ownership and 
operation of the property. Since then the objections 
have been cleared away and it is considered probable 
that the project will be completed with the present 
year. 


SEVERAL EXISTING SYSTEMS EXTENDED 


The Norfolk & Western Railway also added materially 
to its electrified mileage during the year. The initial 
electrification of this road was completed some ten years 
ago. Since then the electrified mileage has been added 
to year by year, thus increasing the utility of the elec- 
trification. Both this road and the Virginian use the 
same electrical system, 11,000 volts, 25 cycles, single 
phase. As they operate in the same territory, carry the 
same class of freight and are financially connected the 
interchangeability of equipment is certain to be of 
great advantage. 

Of an entirely different character is the electrification 
of the Staten Island Rapid Transit system. This road, 
which is a subsidiary of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, 
handles an extensive passenger business, largely to and 
from the ferries to Brooklyn and Manhattan. The in- 
stallation has been planned so that in case the city of 
New York connects Staten Island with Brooklyn by 
means of a tunnel, the trains can be operated over the 
Brooklyn-Manhattan Transit Corporation’s subway sys- 
tem. Accordingly the 600-volt direct-current system is 
used. Electrification of the Staten Island line already 
has made a marked improvement in transportation in 
the Borough of Richmond. Train speeds have been in- 
creased and more service is being operated than was 
feasible with locomotive-hauled steam trains. 

The Long Island Railroad’s 600-volt direct-current 
system was extended to Babylon during the year, a 
distance of 27 miles. This converts a large portion of 
the Montauk Division to electric operation. It has made 
possible the operation of through trains to New York, 
eliminating the transfer at Jamaica. 

The New Haven Railroad inaugurated electric opera- 
tion on the Danbury branch, a 25-mile line connecting 
South Norwalk on the main line with Danbury. The 
purpose of the electrification was largely to eliminate 
the facilities for handling steam locomotives at the ends 
of the line. Practically all operation on the New Haven 
system west of New Haven, both freight and passenger, 


is now handled by electric locomotives and electric mo- 
tor cars. The 11,000-volt, single-phase system which 
is used on the main line has been adopted. 

Progress has been made on the Illinois Central elec- 
trification in Chicago, although it will not be in service 
for some months. 


FOREIGN ELECTRIFICATIONS PROGRESSING 


Many electrification plans are being pushed in Eu-’ 
rope. The Austrian government has appropriated some 
$18,000,000 for electrifying the Tyrolean Railroad be-- 
tween Salzburg and Brudenz. In Germany work is 
nearing completion on the Munich-Garmisch line. 
Financial credits have been secured for the conversion 
of the Munich-Rosenheim-Kufstein line. A number of 
other projects are planned for this year. 

Progress in Switzerland has been rapid since it was 
decided about a year ago to accelerate the electrifica- 
tion program so that practically all the main lines of 
the Swiss Federal Railways will be electrified within 
the next two years. 

The Midi Railway in southern France is carrying 
to completion an‘extensive program of electrification. 
About 300 miles are now in service, making it by far 
the most pretentious French-electric railroad system 
at present operating. — 

The Southern Railway of England began operation 
on 100 miles of track out of a total of 250 that are: 
being electrified. This is a suburban system operat- 
ing a number of lines radiating out of London. 

The Japanese Government Railways has begun an 
extensive program of electrification in order to increase: 
the capacity of its lines. The first step in this is the 
equipment of the Tokio-Kobe line as far as Kozu, a dis- 
tance of 50 miles. 

The Paulista Railway in Brazil is extending 25 miles. 
from Tatu to Rio Clara. The Mexican Railway electri- | 
fication is being extended 17 miles over the Maltrate- 
incline. Various other projects have been inaugurated 
during the year in foreign countries. 


PROJECTS UNDER CONTEMPLATION 


During the year the Pennsylvania Railroad an- 
nounced that it will electrify its New York-Washington. 
line. The first step in this will be the section from 
Philadelphia to Wilmington. The route is already elec- 
trified from Pennsylvania Station, New York, to Man- 
hattan Transfer and from North Philadelphia to West 
Philadelphia. It will be necessary to standardize the 
contact system, as the former installation is at 600 volts 
direct current while the latter is at 11,000 volts, single 
phase, alternating current. 

Lines of the New York Central on the west side’ of 
Manhattan Island must be electrified at once, according 
to the latest court decision. Though this improvement 
is desirable, so much is involved in the way of grade 
separation that it will undoubtedly be some time before 
the work can be undertaken. 

The status of electrification has been changed some- 
what by the successful construction of oil-electric loco- 
motives driven by Diesel engines. Several of these 
have been tried out during the year, and show great 
_Hossibilities for handling traffic where there would 
not be sufficient density to justify installation of full 
electric equipment. This should simplify the electrifi-- 
cation problem, particularly where there are many un- 
important feeder lines to be considered. 
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Bus Operation by Electric Railways 
Broke All Records in 1925 


More Companies Inaugurated Bus Service During the Past Twelvemonth than in 
Any Previous Year—The Number of Buses Operated More than Doubled—Pur- 
chases of New Passenger and Service Equipment Were Greater than Ever Before 


ROGRESS made in bus operation by practically all 
the electric railways in the United States and Can- 
ada during the year just ended surpasses by a wide 
margin that of any previous twelve-month period. This 
is shown by statistics for 1925 compiled from informa- 
tion gathered from these companies by ELECTRIC RAIL- 


WAY JOURNAL. 


When statistics of bus operation by 


electric railways for 1924 were published in the Jan. 3, 
1925, issue of this paper, showing that the number of 
companies furnishing such service had increased one- 
third during that year and that the number of buses 
owned had doubled, the rapidity of this development 


seemed remarkable. 


sion was at an even greater rate. 


During 1925, however, the expan- 
Railway companies 


operating buses increased in number from 156 to 280, 


1924 


19% 


1925 
Proportion of Electric Railways Operating Buses to Total Number 
of Companies at the First of Each Year 


1926 


Automotive Service Equipment Ordered by Railways During 1925 


Name of Railway 


Connecticut 
sConmecteuty, COs duis.s.. «(sae 005s « 


Main 
York Utilities eI hae Alora 


Massachusetts 
astern Mass. St. Ry........... 


Springfield Bey RY... wen cs eeass 


District of Columbia 
Washington Ry. & Elec. Co..... 


New J may A 
‘Trenton & Mercer County Trac. 


New York 
Black River Trac. Co........... 
Brooklyn Gity RRs. i. i.e. es 


‘New York State Rys........... 
Mehenectady Ry... cscs. ees 


Wnited Trac: Cosci.c.c is li.s. 


Pennsylvania 
‘Buffalotdetine Ryn... 6c. 
Philadelphia Rapid Transit Co... 


Pittsburgh Rys.............-.--+ 


Wrest Penn Ripe. ce celecceccce 


West Virginia 
Norfolk & Western Ry.......... 


Illinois 
Aur ra Ploinfield & Joliet Ry.. 
Chicago & Jcliet Elec. Ry.. 
bec Nosth Shore & Milwaukee 


R 
Chicago Rapid Transit Co.. 


Chicazo Surface Lines........... 


Waagt St; Bowie Ry... 1.0. .2.% 25. 


Illinois Traction, Inc............ 


No. 


3) 


10 3 


Type of Chassis 


6 1 Ton Truck 
11 Ton Truck 
24 Ton Truck 
1 34 Ton Truck 


1 Reo Speed Wagon 
hassis 


Ton Truck 
1 13 Ton Truck 
1 2 Ton Truck 


8 Service Truck 


3 14 Ton Truck 


1 Snow Plow 


1 5 Ton Trans. Wrecker 


1*2 Ton Line Truck 
3 24} Ton Line Truck 
3 34 Ton Line Truck 
2 2 Ton Track Truck 


Body Builder 


Mack 


G. M. C. 
White-Hoover 
Coml. 
White-Trenton 
White-Trenton 
White-Hoover 


3 34 Ton Track Truck White-Hoover 
11) Ton Truck Ford 
2 33 Ton Truck Brockway 
2 34 Ton Truck Brockway 
3 14 Ton Truck Brockway 
1 2} Ton Truck Mack 
1 5 Ton Universal Crane 
Mounted on Mack 
CEOS] M2 Ss Pigs cic Sanna 
2 53 Ton Snow Plow Walter 
1 2 Ton Truck, Ford 
2 6 Ton Truck White 
6 | Ton Truck Ford 
8 2} Ton Truck Mack 
1 Roadster Ford 
11 Ten Truck Ford 
15 Ton Truck G.M:.C 
3 24 Ton Truck G.M.C 
2 3} Ton Trailer eM age & 
45 Ton Tower Truck Mack 
3 5 Ton Snow Plow Walter 
1 5 Ton Universal Crane Mack 
1 33 Ton Tower Truck White 
15 Ton Truck White 
1 3 Ton Truck International 
1 2 Ton Truck hite 
1 Speedwagon Reo 
1 2 Ton Truck Pierce Arrow 
1 Tractor Fordson 
2.5 Ton Tractor White 
1 2} Ton Truck White 
2 } Ton Truck Ford 


1 1 Ton Truck 
25 Ton Trucks 
13 Ton Truck 


Ton Truck 
1 24 Ton Truck 
1 14 Ton Truck 
1 Tower 

Ton Truck 


Yellow Coach 

White-Press Sons 

Auto Car-Voltz 
Bros. 

Waite-C. 5S. L. 

Mack-Press Sons 

Dodge-Graham 


Name of Railway 


Indiana 
Beech Grove Trac. Co.......... 
ammond, Whiting & East 
@hitagoiRy ne Awe ees 


Kentucky 
MOUISVILO Euy- vesite tis wes die hisses 
Michigan 
Dept. of St. Rys., Detroit....... 
Milwaukee Elec. Ry. & Lt. Co... 


‘ Minnesota 
Duluth Stukiye' Cont. sais dass 


Mesaba’ Riys'Co. ss Sone eiccne 


Twin City Rapid Transit Co..... 


Missouri 
United Rys. Co. of St. Louis..... 


Ohio 
Cleveland Ry. ci eks cen tele s 
Southern Ohio Public Service Co.. 


Florida 
Jacksonville Trac. Co........... 


Georgia 
Athens Ry, & Elec. Co.......... 
Columbus Eléc. & Pwr. Co...... 
Georgia Ry. & Pwr. Co......... 


Tennessee 
Jackson Ry. & Lt. Co........... 


California 
Los Angeles Ry. Corp.........-+ 
Municipal Ry., San Francisco... . 


Kansas 
United Trac. System.........+-. 


Texas 


Datlas-Rivin Cowsns sceystlecn eureka 


Wichita Falls Trac. Co.. 


Washington 
Grays Harbor Ry. & Lt. Co..... 


Seattle Munic. Ry......-.,-+.0. 


Canada 
B.C: Flee. Ry:Coi Lid)... 009.1. 


Niagara, St. Catherines & Toronto 

Lge Wiig ee eae CAN ee 
Otimnas Blec. Rys. Co........ gate 
Quebec Ry. Lt. & Pwr. Co...... 
Winnipeg Elec. Co 


No. 


Type of Chassis 


1 Ton Truck 


| Tower Truck 


1 


1. Ton Truck 
2 Ton Tower Truck 


28 Service Truck 


3 Ton Exp. Truck 
Truck 


2 Ton Tower Truck 
14 Ton Dump Truck 
1 Ton Truck 

Gas Tank Truck 

13 Service Truck 

1 Ton Trucks 


24 Ton Truck 
1 Ton Truck 
4 Ton Truck 
5 Pass. Auto 


2 Ton Truck 
5 Ton Truck 


1; Ton Truck 


1. Ton Truck 
1 Ton Truck 
34 Ton Truck 


Service Truck 


Truck 
Truck 


2 Ton Truck 


2 Ton Truck 
Truck 
Truck 


5 Ton Bump Truck 
5 TonG.M.C. 
White 

34 Ton Truck 

1 Ton Truck 


4 Ton Dirt Truck 
3 Ton Dirt Truck 
23 Ton Truck 
| Ton Truck 


1 2} Ton Truck 


2 Ton Truck 
Tower Truck (Rep.) 
Gas-Elec. Snow Plow 
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Body Builder 


Ford 
White 


Ford 
Dodge-Graham 


Int. Harvester- 
(Stoughton) 
White-Sterling 


White Chassis 
Graham 
Ford 


White-U.R. Co. 
Ford 


White-Klein 
White 


Int. Harvester Co, 


Leyland-Co. 
Leyland-Co. § 
Federal-Co. 
Federal-Co. 


Leyland 
Federal 
Local 
Cummings 
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Bus Operation by Electric Railways and Subsidiary Companies 


Connecticut 


Connecticut Co........... 
Danbury & Bethel St. Ry... oer 
Groton & Stonington St. Ry........... 
Hartford & Springfield St. Ry. 
EA bevel tevhovd so Been NG acs pun taletn ao ENO OCR SOON 2 
New Haven & Shore Line Ry..............-. 
Waterbury & Milldale Tramway...........-- 


Maine 
Central Maine Power Co............s0e+e05: 
Work Witihivies Gor: uivencrse eteuscneicteie te afercnamicaye 


Massachusetts 
Boston-Klevated By 6 sc age vir cain ese ola 
Boston & Worcester St. Ry.............-00005 
Eastern Massachusetts St. Ry...........-+5+ 
Fitchburg & Leominster St. Ry.............. 
Gardner-Templeton St. Ry..........-..00+55 
Bobyake St ekbuyis icy cue pie iors eisai wire chelayk eine es 
Interstate StuRY-.¢ osc cei we a eieis eben ee 
Middlesex & Boston St. Ry...............5-- 
New Bedford & Onset St. Ry.........-.2+--: 
Plymouth & Brockton St. Ry..............-- 
Springfield Bt gRyiesn Sou we feiss ap eee 
Union St. Ry 


New Hampshire 
FLaconia Sb wlewe cae deci ie scl pusie overs even etenetatenels 
*Portsmouth Electric Ry..............0++0++ 
Nashua St. Ry 


Rhode Island 
Newport Electric Corporation...............+ 
*Newport & Providence Ry............-+-.-+ 
United HMlecinie:Rysec cap aust c © tener 


Vermont 
*Twin State Gas & Electric Co............... 


Delaware 
Wilmington & Philadelphia Traction Co.. 


District of Columbia 
Capital Traction Co........... 
Washington Ry. & Electric Co... 
Washington & Old Dominion Ry.. 
Washington-Virginia Ry.........-...0e eee eee 


Maryland 
Cumberland & Westernport Electric Ry....... 
Potomac Edison Co...) cgea 00k hae cae ae he 
United! Riys-& Dlectrici Comme aaiwemouen oa ee 


New Jersey 
Coast Cities Railway. wisiadies cence sore clee 
Cumberland: Traction Co... 5... neva ee cee 
Mallville Traction ©.) csccgaes de alan te jo 
Morris County Traction Co.................- 
New Jersey Inter-Urban Co...............-. 
Ocean City Electric Railroad................ 
PubliciService Ry... iii fice scien er ob cee 
Trenton & Mercer County Traction Corporation 
New York 
Auburn & Syracuse Electric R.R............. 
Binghamton Ryewr i etrteimies eerie ater 
Black River. Traction Co... ac. .oh bee ene 
Brooklyn-Manhattan Transit ‘Corporation.. 
Empire State Railroad............ 
Geneva, Seneca Falls & Auburn R.R.......... 
Internationally: eis cco aneurin 
VAMESLOW DSU ECV satis cts wiadrcee epee (ene eaenue ayant 
*Newburgh Public Service Co................ 
New sViorlk Ets. 6 000 cits Us dere See ne ea eats 
New York State Rys. (Rochester)............ 
New York State Rys. (Syracuse) 
New York State Rys.’ (Utica) 
NiavanaiGoreegR Re sae ei iene oan 
Olean, Bradford & Salamanca Ry 
*Port Jervis Transit. Co .5 3. < classe. kwon 
Rochester & Syracuse R.R............02.000 
Syracuse & Bastern R:Rii.....5..-..20 es eee 
Third Avenue Ry. System.... 2.06: 0..00.5.55 
United Traction Co. of Albany 
TWiallall ransitiCosaseh a Neuen case aes 


Pennsylvania 

Altoona & Logan Valley Electric Ry. 
Beaver Valley Traction Co.................. 
Chambersburg & Shippensburg Ry 
Citizens) Traction Co....c. de ome rome iene 
Conestoga Traction Co 
BOTIGLEU YS ithe dass ace ose ae ates mee Ee eee 
Johnstown & Somerset Ry 
Johnstown Traction Coli.) . case scsles ake: 
Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley R.R 
Lewiston & Reedsville Electric Ry. . 
Lehigh raction.Co.s gee eee 
ehighy Valley: cfransit \©oc. Uo esate one 
Northumberland County Ry...............++ 
Philadelphia & Wiestobeator | Traction Co 
Philadelphia & Western Ry................-% 
Philadelphia Rapid Transit Co............... 
Pittsburgh Harmony Butler & New Castle Ry a 
Pittsburgh, Mars & Butler Ry J 
Pittsburcalitys: wy sere 
Reading Tee & Light Co.. 
Schuykill R: 
Scranton Ry. Oo ree Hint aid ocie Se 
Westmoreland County Ry 
Westside Electric St. Ry 
Walkes-Barre Ry wiv sac Mens cere 
Williamsport Passenger Ry 
York Rys 


Virginia 
Newport News & Hampton Ry. Gas & Elec. Co. 
Roanoke Ry. & Electric Co.................% 
Virginia Electric & Power Co 


* Denotes company which operates buses only. 
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West Virginia 
Charleston Interurban R.R........-..-+2+-+++ 
Monongahela West Penn Public Service Co.. 
Ohio Valley BlectriclRy...5.2)sials aya oeieluels oie wieeue 
PrincetonPower Coi)- ica sesmiew Orlelieis © oe stees 
Wheeling Public Service Co..........-2++00+5 
Wheeling AractioniCo.nti.5. acess cece ote ook 


Illinois 

Aurora, Elgin & Fox River Electric Co.. 
Central Illinois Public Service Co. 
Chicago & Joliet Electric Ry............. 
Chicago, North Shore, & Milwaukee UE eecae 
Chicago & West Towns 1 AaB aio eon 
HastiSé,Gouwis Gye eclece waters maaan 
East St. Louis & eaebucEea RU yenoure teers sate 
HVANSLOM RY acto ane eae etter eta 
IMimois.Power! Covseceaceuteok Gea eeeer 
Illinois Power & Light Corp. (Bloomington) ... 
Illinois Power & Light Corp. (Champaign)... . 
Illinois Power & Light Corp. (Danville) 
Illinois Power & Light Corp. (Decatur)....... 
Illinois Power & Light Corp. (Galesburg)...... 
Illinois Power & Light Corp. (Peoria)......... 
Illinois Power & Light Corp. (Quincy).......- 
Illinois Traction System (Valley Division).. 
Illinois Traction System (Main Line Division) . 
*Joliet, Plainfield & Aurora Transp. Co 
Rockford City Traction Co 
Rockford & Interurban Ry 
Pri-City, By, Ob MIAMOIG: Mobis 2 ieee = erie 
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Chicago, South Bend a BNconees Indiana Ry.. 1 
GARY. BOYS ciercdete a eoverst apetec ee OROU OO eReM ae ike ea els 6 
Indianapolis & Cincinnati Traction Co........ 
Indianapolis St. Ry.. 2 
Indiana Service Co ato 


Northern Indiana Power Co. see dicts 
Southern Indiana Gas & Electric Cor eeerers 

Terre Haute, Indianapolis & Eastern Trac. Co. 1 
Win onikirackioni Compan wee mena acL dae eee 1 


Des Moines City R 
Des Mcines & Central Iowa R.R. 
Dubuque Electric Co 
Fort Dodge Des Moines & Southern R. R.. 
Iowa Southern Utilities Co. (Burlington) .. 
Iowa Southern Utilities Co. (Centerville)...... 
Mississippi Valley Blectric Co 
Tama & Toledo R.R 
Waterloo, Cedar Falls & Northern Ry....... 
Kentucky 
Kentucky Traction & Terminal Co........... 
Ticruiaiva'l fe SIR Sy. Ashecciemeeascele tetevied c etetet lols, oie <a che 
Michigan 
City of Detroit—Dept. of St. Rys............ 1 
WeltrortaWimited MR vege mieten eiecertel eet here ered 1 
Grands Rapids) Piyieneie cl cnieeiaan te Store aie atone asler ete 
Mii ebsigean JEU nine Mei as teLaae eben wet ele)sayre eater 
Michiganiilectrre Ri yanaciuts teste > <usasinUarel onsale 
Muskegon Traction & Lighting Co........... 
Saginaw Transit Contes. tikes sie Gedoc esate c 
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Minnesota 
DT thy SCA as atetercan see terict et frei e eustetaletetre 
Mesaba Ry. ; 
Twin City Rapid Transit Co... .. 0-20. ce es ean 


Missouri 
Kansas City, Clay County & St. Joseph Ry. . 16 
Koansag City entrain cae stains cone amnion 69 
Missouri ees (Combs (a hit Oto eee etic aisle 3 
Springfield Traction Co 
St. Louis Electric Terminal Ry............... 6 
United Rys ob St-auouis® fi c0)..2.)yaccerretente 40 
*West Missouri Power Co...............40-+ 2 


Ohio 
Cincinnati, Lawrenceburg & Aurora El. St. Ry. 
City of Ashtabula—Division of St. Rys....... 
Glevelamd: Boye 3 cic.5cetieysia ts esate msnina.s careuatresere ois 
Columbus, Urbana & Western Electric Ry..... 
Community Traction Co. joo... ee ews 
Dayton, Springfield, & Xenia Southern Ry.. 2 
Indiana, Columbus & Eastern Traction Co., 36 
Northern Ohio Traction & Light Co.......... 
Ohio ServivesCou. loser icyinn ses os Ge tere eee 
Penn-Ohio Bleetrie Coie. is sce cases ween 
Southern Ohio Public Service Co............. 46 
Springfield Ry 
*Stark Electric tS AN ak eee Se ged 6 
Steubenville, East Liverpool & Beaver Valley 
Traction Cou srenvebiseidae itso aioe 
Youngstown & Ohio River R.R 
Youngstown & Suburban Ry......... 1 
Youngstown Municipal Ry.................. 4 


Ne} 
om 


Wisconsin 
Madison Riysit 55 Avtccis Ane oa cee Cone 
Milwaukee, Electric Ry. & Light Co.......... 
Wisconsin Gas & Electric Co................. v) 
Wisconsin Power & Light Co........ 
Wisconsin Public Service Corporation Mae 
Wisconsin Valley Electric Co................ 12 
Alabama 
Birmingham Blectric!@o. sess faces. vee ce 4 
*Selma Electric Rys 3 


Arkansas 
Arkansas Central Power Co...............0.- 9 
Hot, Springs Stiitvace merit. enneien ine 2 
Intercity Terminal Ry 6 


Key West Blectrie’ Costes ics. star aeernte 4 
Tampa Electric Co 


eorgia 
Augusta-Aiken Ry. & akan eben 
Columbus Electric & Power Co........ pee 
*Fairburn & Atlanta Ry. & Electric Gonna 
Georgia Ry. & Power (Cos. 6 5 sicsnaden cutee 
Savannah Electric & Power Co.............- ' 


Louisiana 
Baton Rouge Electric Co............0e0e0008 
New Orleans Public Service, Inc.............. 
Mississippi 
*Meridian Light 4 By. ‘Cou. is... 0% seem 
Mississippi Power & Light Co................ 
North Carolina 
Asheville Power & Light Co...............05 
Carolina Power & Light Co............... (Ses 
Durham Public Service Co............++e008 
Southern Public Utilities Co 
Tidewater Power Col {oes v.00 5 cc cwadnen eae 


South Carolina 
South Carolina as & Dlectric\ Cos... cater 


Tennessee 
Nashville Interurban Ry 


Arizona 
Tueson, Rapid Transit Co... ...0...cce sane 


California 
Bakersfield & Kern Electric Ry 
BurekaiSt: Ray. ..i hog fede dee see one ree 
Key System Transit CG iiuse, chenesone heel Sea 
Los Angeles Ry 
Market ‘Sti Riyi.d ais! a0) danleeraehcate on ee eee 
Municipal Ry. of San Francisco.............. 
Pacific Electric Ry 


Peninsular Rye. Rik oo seieenaeee ae 
San Diégo Blectric Ry... . 4... ea deen ee 
San Francisco-Sacramento R.R.............4. 
San ‘Jose BARS... Sie 2 noswreesitaa eer 
Santa-Barbara & Suburban Ry.............++ 
Stockton Electric Ry 
Union Traction Co 


Colorado 
Denver & Interurban R.R.........+00s-se00 
Denver Tramway 


Boise Street Car Co 


Kansas 
Arkansas Valley Interurban Ry............-- 
Kansas Electric Power Co..........:-.-0.¢0+ 
Kansas City, Leavenworth & Western Ry 
Topeka Ry. 6 secs 002 24 3 ov eee 
*Salina st BY cette oa cin viele ance ante ee 
United Power & Light Corporation 
Wichita R.R. & Light Go... .: i... cee 


Nebraska 


Oklahoma 
Northeast Oklahoma R.R 
*Okmulgee Traction Co 
Oklahoma: Ry og Ooi ck date JO 
Oklahoma Union Ry. 
Tulsa St. Ry 


Oregon 
Portland Electric Power Co 


South Dakota 
Sioux Valls Traction System.,.............+5 


Texas 


*N Geces Ry) deci hie ols.- anpeeies Samaene 
Rio Grande Valley Traction Co. 
San Antonio Public Service Co... 
Texas Mléetnie RY ..6chcun« ea ae ee 
Wichita Palis Traction Coz..: +. 2s. ueeemaeie 


Utah 


Washington 
Grays Harbor Ry. & Light Co............. ne 
Lewiston-Clarkston Transit Co............... 
Pacific Northwest Traction Co.............++ 
Puget Sound Blectric Ry..........0000dasene 
Puget Sound International Ry. & Power Co.. 
Seattle Municipal Ry jen. o00 0 «2 ase omens 
Seattle & Rainier Velioy EGY) sare aiace ato ep mene 

Canada 

British Columbia Electric Ry 
Grand “River By it ails eed doce Coenen 
Hydro-Electric Rys 
London. St. RY. oo cos ese cs bers ee 
Montreal Tramways: s/c ene + ephehea ene 
Nova Scotia Tramways & Power Co.......... 
Ottawa Electric: Ryi ei is ais anton urate 
Quebec Ry., Light & Power Co..........++.. 
Toronto Transportation Commission. . 
Windsor, Essex & Lake Shore Rapids Rys.. 
Winnipeg Electric Ry. 


Panama Electric, Co... .\s0 cae <0 oss 1 sere 

Pouce Electri¢ Co. usc. . 5 3 Ghon eee 
Hawaiian Islands 

Honolulu Rapid Transit Co 
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a gain of 124, or approximately 80 per 
cent. Of this number about twenty 
small properties have entirely, or 
almost entirely, given up their rail 
service and operate only buses. 

An increase occurred in the number 
of buses owned from 2,462 to 5,358, a 
gain of 2,896, or 117 per cent. Orders 
for new equipment placed in 1925 were 
more than twice those of the year 
before. 

Looking back to the figures pub- 
lished in the statistical issues of this 
paper for 1924, it will be seen that the 
number of bus operating companies 
was 121, and the number of buses 
slightly more than 1,200. The next 
year the number of companies was 
156, an increase of 29 per cent, and 
the number of buses was 2,462, an 
increase of 105 per cent. Figures for 
1925 given in the preceding paragraph 
show a considerably larger increase, 
and thus break all records. The pro- 
portion of electric railways operating 
buses to the total number of compa- 
nies is shown graphically in an accom- 
panying chart. 

While the figures show that approxi- 
mately 35 per cent of the railways 
have undertaken bus operation, the 
actual number of automotive vehicles 
is small in comparison to the number 
of electric railway cars, there being 
only some 5,000 of the former as 
against 82,000 of the latter, or about 
6 per cent. It is estimated that pas- 
sengers carried annually by electric 
railway buses number approximately 
800,000,000, while those carried by the 
rail lines are about 16,000,000,000. 

Route mileage of bus lines compares 
favorably with that of the car lines. 
Bus routes total approximately 13,000 
miles, as against 46,000 miles of elec- 
tric railway single track. A consider- 
-able part of the railway mileage, how- 
ever, is double track, so that the total 
mileage of rail route is less than the 
total single-track mileage. The differ- 
ence between the ratio of the number 
of vehicles, which is 16 to 1, and the 
ratio of the number of miles of route, 
which is about 24 to 1, is accounted 
for by the fact that buses are more 
often used on light traffic lines in out- 
lying sections, where the service is 
infrequent, than on heavy urban lines, 
where the number of vehicles per mile 
of track is large. These comparisons 
are graphically shown in accompany- 
ing charts, 

It is interesting to note that a large 
portion of the 13,000 miles of bus 
route represents new service given by 
the railways, compared to. which the 
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Buses Ordered by Railways During 1925 
No. of 
Name of Company Total Each Type of Chassis Body Builder Seating 
Type Capacity 
Connecticut 
Connecticut Company............... 35 2 Mack Mack 29 
4 Mack Kuhlman 29 
3 White Kuhlman 29 
a4”) Mellon Cour Rea rico ach 49 
¥ ellow Coac! ellow Coac 
Hartford & Springfield St. Ry........ 7 3. Mack Mack 29 
2 ey, Coach habeas 2 
: raham atterson 6 
Waterbury & Milldale Tramway...... 3 1 White Kuhlman 24 
io BES i 
ite m: 
Maine = os . 
Central Maine Power Co............ 1 f > - Whitere nai als. Ait ae Seekers ere 25 
Mork U titep i Cos oc isc aia ccararalelders's 2 2 G.M.C, Wisbach 21 
Massachusetts 
Boston Elevated Railway............ 92. 19 White Brown 25 
tl White Brown 29 
9 Mack Mack 25 
22. Mack Mack 29 
18 International Niagara 25 
4 Yellow Coach Yellow Coach 29 
1 rege! Fageol 29 
incellaneous™) Wohi aot paste ae ons Path 
Boston & Worcester St. Ry.......... 7 7 Mack Mack 29 
Eastern Mass. St. Ry............... 16 5 Fageol Fageol 31 
4 Fageol Fageol 29 
6 Int. Harvester Int. Harvester 29 
| White Brown 29 
Gardner- aren leon Bue N sds isacana 1 1 Dodge Graham 20 
Middlesex & Boston St. Ry.......... 21 21. + White Bender 29 
New Bedford & Onset St. Ry........ 1 i Reo Boston Body Co 21 
Plymouth & Brockton St. Ry........ 1 1 Reo Boston Body Co 20 
SPL PHON te ERG aoa aletcietss oe cron a Dak 16 1 Federal Brown 25 
3 Garford Wason 21 
1 Garford Garford 25 
8 Yellow Coach Yellow Coach 29 
; 3 Yellow Coach Yellow Coach 21 
Union Street Railway............... 7 2 Mack Mack 21 
1 Pierce Arrow Brown 18 
3 Pierce Arrow Brown 26 
1 Pierce Arrow Brown 29 
Worcester Consolidated St. Ry....... 12 2 White Brown 25 
1 Pierce Brown 29 
2 Mack Mack 29 
4 Yellow Coach Yellow Coach 29 
3 Yellow Coach Yellow Coach 25 
New Hampshire 
IGACOMIA; Shy ee RE os scissile e eve os 4 4 Reo Boston Body Co 21 
Portsmouth Electric Ry............. 8 8 White Brown 29 
Rhode Island 
Newport Electric Corp.............. W 5 Fageol Fageol Parlor Car 29 
2 ~=Fageol Fageol Delux St. Car 29 
4 Fageol Fageol St. Car 29 
Newport & Providence Ry........... ee tn a te Cn reer re Corte nS mae: 
WnitedMlectnic Rys...........5..056 12 2 Yellow Coach Yellow Coach 29 
1 White Brown 29 
5 Reo Fitzjohn 21 
4 Yellow Coach Yellow Coach 29 
_ _ District of Columbia ; 
Capital Traction Co................ 15 8 Yellow Coach Yellow Coach 21 
2 Yellow Coach Yellow Coach 21 
3 Reo Reo 16 
Die Reo yh cdintare |) Matt: Chie ieaieras cise 21 
Washington Ry. & Elec. Co.......... 24 7 Graham Hoover 20 
7 Six Wheel Co Am. M. B. Corp. 27 
6 Yellow Coach Yellow Coach 27 
2 Yellow Coach Yellow Coach 29 
2 Yellow Coach Yellow Coach 21 
Washington & Old Dominion eet 1 1 Graham Graham 21 
Washington-Virginia Ry.. eet 9 9 Fageol Fageol 29 
Maryland 
Cumberland & By ereoort Elec. Ry. 3 3 White Hoover 21 
United Ry. & Elec. Co.............. 9 6* 5th Ave 5th Ave. 55 
2 Yellow Coach Yellow Coach 29 
1 Yellow Coach Yellow Coach 23 
New Jersey 
Morris County Traction Co.......... 3 Ze GN: Co para kei e aie baa eters = 14 
1 LC ee PLS Caeser Genco npac 30 
Ocean City Elec. R.R.........+..--- 1 [a EReo: 15 
Public Service Railway.............. 483 333 Gas-electric Yellow Coach 29 
68 WItCAMO nn Serta meat abraanararecs 29 
A4PeENaGkeee BPR 1) Thee crenata 25 
SP RagGoly On wie. Ree tateke tomar 29 
Bi a Vellow Cosel? SEE. Anise ded ates 29 
BIO Miscellaneous 9) 020.0) miuekisswiias ee PALE 
Trenton & Mercer County Traction Co. 8 6 Fageol Fageol 29 
2 Mack Mack 29 
New York 
Auburn Syracuse Elec. Ry........... 4 4 Rodee Graham 21 
Black River Traction Co............ 3 3 G.M.C Railway Shops 16 
Mimpire State RR. ...c ss ces smiiierens 6 6 Dodge Graham 21 
New York State Rys. (Rochester) ... 12 1 White Bender 22 
1 White Brown 29 
8 White Bender 29 
| Mack Mack 25 
1 Studebaker Autobody 21 
New York State Rys. (Syracuse)..... 8 4 Brockway Bender 25 
3 White Bender 25 
i Mack Bender 25 
New York State Rys. (Utica)........ 5 | Mack Bender 25 
* 1 Mack Bender 25 
2 White Bender 25 
& 1 eo Reo 21 
Vlean, Bradford & Salamanca BY, wae 1 ] Clydesdale Miller 16 
Rochester & Syracuse R.R.... pint | 1 Larabee Whitfield 14 
Syracuse & Eastern R.R...........-+ | 1 €0 Patterson 25 
United Traction Co......6-..ececeae 21 18 Fageol Fageol 29 
3 Mack Mack 25 
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mileage of rail route entirely replaced 
by bus lines is small. During 1925 
extensions to bus routes operated by 
electric railways totaled about 3,500 
miles. Of this less than one-tenth 
represented replacement of car serv- 
ice. City bus routes gained about 900 
miles. New intercity routes totaled 
some 2,400 miles, while touring and 
sightseeing lines added another 140 
miles. On the other hand, operation 
of about 12 miles of city bus route 
was abandoned by the railways and 
nearly 150 miles of interurban route. 


Details of the developments during’ 


the year have been published in this 
paper from time to time and can only 
be summarized briefly here. Electric 
railways which added more than 200 
buses during the year are the Public 
Service Railway, Newark, N. J., and 
the Philadelphia Rapid Transit. Com- 
pany. How the development of co- 
ordinated transportation in New Jer- 
sey has resulted in the former 
company becoming the largest bus 
operator in the United States was told 
in the issue of this paper for Nov. 28. 
Gas-electric bus operation inaugu- 
rated during the early part of the year 
by the Philadelphia Rapid Transit 
Company has been discussed widely 
and is being observed with interest by 
the industry. 

One of the largest increases in 1925 
in the number of buses owned by an 
electric railway occurred in Michigan, 
where the Detroit United Railways 
acquired 180 such vehicles. For the 
purpose of carrying its interurban 
passengers downtown from transfer 
stations on the outskirts of the city, 
this railway bought 40 single-deck 
Yellow coaches. An article on this 
subject was published in ELECTRIC 
RAILWAY JOURNAL for May 2, 1925. 
Purchase of competing independent 
bus lines was largely responsible for 
the remainder of the 180 buses ac- 
quired by the D. U. R. 

In Norfolk, the Virginia Electric 
& Power Company, formerly the Vir- 
ginia Railway & Power Company, pur- 
chased 102 competing buses and 22 
new vehicles, making a total of 124. 
The Cleveland Railway has ordered 
more than 100 new buses. At present 
not all of these have been delivered 
and the full service has not been estab- 
lished. Ninety-two buses were added 
to the fleet operated by the Boston 
Elevated Railway. The Northern Ohio 
Traction & Light Company has 
greatly extended its bus service in the 
Akron and Canton districts, prac- 
tically doubling the number of such 
vehicles in service. One of the pio- 


Buses Ordered by Railways During 1925— (Continued) 


Name of Company 


Pennsylvania 
Beaver Valley Traction Co........... 


Chambersburg & Shippensburg Ry... 

Citizens Traction Co..;..........055 
Erie Railways: slice cera edoeieeinedine 
Lehigh Traction Co.......0.4 5000s ee 
Lehigh Valley Transit Co............ 


Pittsburgh, Harmony, Butler & ae 


Gastle: Riya ann fuentes 
Schuylkill eo ua a sh eh ese 
Scranton Ry 


Westside Electric St: Ry-........ dens 
Virginia 

Roanoke Ry. & Elec. Co............ 

Virginia Elec. & Power Co........... 


West Virginia 
Charleston Interurban R.R..........- 
Ohio Valley Elec.Ry...........-+6.- 


Monongahela-West Penn Pub. Serv. Co. 


Wheeling Traction Co.............+- 


Illinois 
Aurora Elgin & Fox River Elec. Co.. 


Central Illinois Pub. Serv. Co........ 
Chicago & Johet Elec. Ry........... 
Chicago, No. Shore & Milwaukee R.R. 


Chicago & West Towns Ry.......... 
Kast St. Louis. Ry... o.450 eal es 


Iilinois Power Cori odin 
Illinois Pwr. & Lt. Corp. (Bloomington) 
Illinois Pwr. & Lt. Corp (Champaign) .. 


Illinois Pwr. & Lt. Corp. (Danville) .... 
Illinois Pwr, & Lt. Corp. (Galesburg) oa 


& Lt. Corp. (Peoria) ..... 


Illinois Pwr. & Lt. Corp. (Quincy).... 
Illinois Traction System (Main Line).. 
Illinois Traction System (Valley Div.) 
Joliet Plainfield & Aurora Transp. Co. 
Rockford City Traction Co.......... 
Indiana 

Chicago South Bend & Northern 

IndianawRiy emanate srrh inate 
Gary Risin... Bereraieet ite orden 


Illinois Pwr. 


Indianapolis & Cincinnati Traction Co. 
Indianapolis St. Ry 
Indiana Service Corp................ 
Interstate Pub. Serv. Co............. 


Northern Indiana Power Co......... 
Southern Indiana Gas & Elec. Co..... 
Terre Haute, Indianapolis & Eastern.. 


Union Traction‘ Gov. ii ecen ce 


Iowa 
Dubuque Blectric'Co.... ke ew tee 
Iowa Southern Utilities Co. (Burlington) 
Iowa Southern Utilities Co. (Centerville) 
Waterloo, Cedar Falls & Northern Ry. 
Kentucky 
Kentucky Traction & Terminal Co... 
Houisville Ry siemens siecle sree 
Michigan 
City of Detroit, Dept. of St. Rys..... 


Detroit United Ry........... aes 

GranddRanide Uy Meme gheccpecn sm isbals sys ine 

Michigan auRecie eaten com) oh. cie/eraye 

Michigan. Bleo: Riysieh sis Se elie 
Minnesota 

DuluthiSts Ry ceme tack. - yee 


MERA AVEUY \1c dvtaatie iaieahalay elena tipi 


Twin City Rapid Transit Co......... 
Missouri 


Kansas City, Clay County and Pi 
DOSCMMLE Vater Pao sa eels : 


Ransas City i yearniee: «cinta inne lee i 
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. of 
Total jee ' Type of Chassis 


Pierce Arrow 


Fageol 
Yellow Coach 
Mack 

Mack 

Reo 

Reo 

Reo 

Dodge 


Menominee 
Graham 
Graham 
Fageol 
Yellow Coach 
Fageol 


Fageol 
Studebaker 
Pierce Arrow 
Reo __ 

Mack 

Mack 

Yellow Coach 
Yellow Coach 


Mack 

Yellow Coach 
White 
Yellow Coach 
Yellow Coach 
Yellow Coach 
Yellow Coach 
International 
White 

Yellow Coach 
International 
Pierce Arrow 
Yellow Coach 


Reo 

Yellow Coach 

Yellow Coach 

Int. Harvester 

Int. Harvester 

Int. Harvester 

Fageol 

Yellow Coach 

Int. Harvester 

Studebaker 

Fageol 

Reo 

Int. Harvester 

Dodge 

Yellow Coach 
eo 

Reo 

White 


Mack 
Mack 
Graham 
Mack 


White 
Yellow Coach 
White 


Yellow Coach 
Yellow Coach 
Fageol 
Fageol 


White 
Mack 
Mack 
White 
Fageol 
Mack 
Mack 


Yellow Coach 
Yellow Coach 
Studebaker 
Mack 

Mack 

Yellow Coach 
Yellow Coach 
Six Wheel 

Six Wheel 
Dodge Graham 
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Body Builder 


Fageol 
Yellow Coach 
Mack 

Mack 

Reo 

Reo 

Paterson 
Graham 


Studebaker 
Bender 
Cunningham 
St. Louis Car 
Mack 

St. Louis Car 
Yellow Coach 


Mack 

Yellow Coach 
White 

Yellow Coach 
Yellow Coach 
Yellow Coach 
Yellow Coach 


Yellow Coach 


Fitzjohn 
Yellow Coach 
Yellow Coach 
Lang 

Lang 

Int. Harvester 
Fageol 

Yellow Coach 
Int. Harvester 


Int. Harvester 
Graham 
Yellow Coach 
Reo 

Fitzjohn 
Kuhlman 


Mack 


Bender 
Graham. 


eo 
Yellow Coach 
Yellow Coach 
Fageol 
Fageol 


Eckland 
Eckland 
Eckland 
Eckland 


Yellow Coach 
Yellow Coach 


American 
American 


St. Louis Car Co. 
St. Louis Car Co. 


Dodge Graham 


Seating 


Capacity 
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Buses Ordered by Railways During 1925— (Continued) 


Name of Company 


go Ral cated 


Missouri Power & Light Co.. 2) 
Springfield Traction Go Seas faiereych ee 5 
St. Louis Elec. Terminal Ry......... 6 
United Rys. of St. Louis............. 36 
Ohio 
Cleveland Ry........... obo OI eAoEe 101 
Columbus, Urbana & Western Ry.. 2 
Indiana, Columbus & Eastern Trac. Co. 1 
Penn-Obio Blec. Co... ... its ee es 5 
Southern Ohio Public Service Co..... 26 
Youngstown & Suburban Ry......... 3 
Youngstown Municipal Ry......... 2 
CPA O MEO HE NN oe giciuis elurs's oie’ 00 ve 6 
Wisconsin 
Madison Railways-. esc. cck cece es 6 
Milwaukee Elec. Ry. & Light Co..... 19 
Wisconsin Power & Light Co......... o| 
Wisconsin Public Service Co......... 3 
Wisconsin Valley Elec. Co.......... 8 
Arkansas 
Arkansas Central Power Co.......... 3 
Hot Springs RU eMRAVEE es ici sfiistsis\sisvoleisis « 2 
Florida 
Gy WVCSUCDNGC OO sa cece. ss cceee 4 
Mamma, PEO Come ise sie eye's sais eles 22 
Georgia 
Columbus Elec. & Power Co......... 13 
Georgia Ry. & Power Co............ 15 
Savannah Elec. & Power Co......... 2 
Louisiana 
Baton Rouge Elec. Co.............-: 3 
New Orleans Pub. Serv. Inc.......... 14 
Mississippi 
Mississippi Power & Light Co........ 1 
Mississippt OS Ge 10 


North Carolina 


“Asheville Power & fae (CL ere 2 
Carolina Power & Light Co.......... 1 
Durham Public Service Co........... | 
Southern Public Utilities Co......... 1 
Tennessee 
Tennessee Elec. Power Co........... 5 
Arizona 
Tuscon Rapid Transit Co.......:.... 5 
California 
Key System Transit Co............. 13 
THGsTAT CP IER ELV cite felsic css cece ees 40 
1 
4 
Paco Mleo wy wip. csieices see eee 5 
Pacific Gas & Elec. Co. 3 
Peninsular Ry.... 4 
San Diego Elec. R: 2 
Colorado 
Denver & Interurban R.R............ 4 
Denyer! Tramway: .Acd. esses eee 3 
Idaho 
BOIS Bye ARNO ON ote ae sig) cela pricisie e001 2 
ansas” 
Arkansas Valley Interurban Ry...... 3 
Kansas City, Leavenworth & Waaters 
Ry sala ee ho sie alle Race ala 6 
PLR OSh GEL WEP NUE CET iors is a 90) sich cia'sia aa 1] 


we 
KPH EUDWNWW 


WwW 


%& 


we 
x 


ANWwWN KONI —NOO—CoO 


BRNKHKH—KHUNWFON WUD 


BD aa 
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No. of 
Total Each Type of Chassis’ 
Type 


Mack 
Coed Coach 


odge 
Yellow Coach 
Six Wheel 
White 
White 
White 
Mack 


White 

Six Wheel 
Six Wheel 
Six Wheel 


Fageol 
Studebaker 
Fageol 
Studebaker 
Fageol 

White 

Yellow Coach 


Yellow Coach 
Fageol 
Yellow Coach 
Fageol 
Yellow Coach 
Fageol 
Hudson 
Yellow Coach 
Yellow Coach 


Reo 

Yellow Coach 
Yellow Coach 
eae Coach 


cre) 
G. M. C. 


Yellow Coach 
Mack 

White 

Reo 


Mack 
Mack 
Reo 


Mack 
White 
Fageol 
Dodge 
Mack 


Mack 
Graham 
Yellow Coach 
Mack 

Fageol 


Yellow Coach 
Fageol 
Reo 


Fageol 


Dodge 
Garford 
Reo 


Dodge 
Dodge 


Body Builder 


Yellow Coach 
St. Louis Car 
St. Louis Car 
DRO 


Anheuser-Busch 
St. Louis Car 


Kuhlman 
Six Wheel 
Six Wheel 
Six Wheel 
Kuhlman 


Fageol 
Bender 

Ace 

Fageol 
Studebaker 
Fageol 
Studebaker 
Fageol 
Bender 
Yellow Coach 


Yellow Coach 
Fageol 
Yellow Coach 
Fageol 
Yellow Coach 
Fageol 
Hudson 
Yellow Coach 
Yellow Coach 


Yellow Coach 
Yellow Coach 
McKinnon 
McKinnon 


Yellow Coach 


Amer. Car Co. 
Birney 
Reo 


Amer. Car Co. 
Amer. Car Co. 
Fageol 
Graham 

Mack 


Birney 
Graham. 
Yellow Coach 
Mack 

Amer. Car Co. 


Yellow Coach 
Fageol 
St. John 


Graham 
Garford 
Locally Built 


Graham 
Graham 


Pierce Arrow. 
Pierce Arrow 
Pierce Arrow 
Yellow Coach 


Fageol Fageol 

White White 

Pierce Arrow Cal. Motor Coach 
Ieee i ns ee cho nia coo care 8 wpe Ne 
Moreland Moreland 

Moreland Moreland 

Fageol Fageol 

Dodge Graham 

Yellow Coach Yellow Cgach 

Fageol Fageol 

Graham Graham. 

Studebaker Auto Body Co 

Pierce Arrow Brown 

RV TUDAU NM ae ale Of Ctoin cicistiapt ashe otaia tone ace 
Mack Mack 

Graham Graham 

Mack Mack 


Seating 
Capacity 
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neer companies to engage in bus opera- 
tion, the United Railways & Electric 
Company of Baltimore, in April pur- 
chased the East Fayette Street bus line 
in that city and added 37 more buses to 
the 44 which were in service at the 
beginning of the year. 

Increase in the number of compara- 
tively small electric railways operating 
buses has been relatively greater than 
in the number of large companies. This 
is because many of the larger railways 
were listed as operators last year. 
Among the newcomers of the former 
class are Gardner-Templeton Street 
Railway; Laconia Street Railway; 
Cumberland & Westernport Electric 
Railway; Black River Traction Com- 
pany; Chambersburg & Shippensburg 
Railway; Lehigh Traction Company; 
Rio Grande Valley Traction Company; 
Wichita Falls Traction Company; 
Lewiston & Clarkston Transit Com- 
pany; and in Canada, the Grand River 
Railway and the Windsor, Essex & 
Lake Shore Rapid Railways. 

In general, the development during 
the past year has been greater among 
the urban street railways than among 
the interurbans. Among the new city 
companies now operating buses are 
those in Cleveland, Denver, Duluth, 
Erie, Indianapolis, Omaha, Pittsburgh, 
Portland, Wilkes-Barre and Worcester. 

New bus operations by interurban 
electric railways have not been lacking, 
however. Following is a list of some of 
the companies which have undertaken 
such service: New Haven & Shore Line 
Railway; Boston & Worcester Street 
Railway; Washington & Old Dominion 
Railway; Auburn & Syracuse Electric 
Railroad; Rochester & Syracuse Rail- 
road; Syracuse & Eastern Railroad; 
Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley Rail- 
road; Charleston Interurban Railroad; 
Aurora, Elgin & Fox River Electric 
Company; Indianapolis & Cincinnati 
Traction Company; ‘Terre Haute, 
Indianapolis & Eastern Traction Com- 
pany; Denver & Interurban Railroad; 
Kansas City, Leavenworth & Western 
Railway. 

Considering geographically the de- 
velopment of bus operation by electric 
railways during the past year, the larg- 
est proportionate increase is found to 
have been in the Southern states. Bus 
service has been undertaken in Atlanta, 
Ga.; Baton Rouge, La.; Chattanooga, 
Tenn.; Durham, N. C.; Hot Springs, 
Ark.; Key West, Fla.; Lynchburg, Va.; 
Roanoke, Va.; Savannah, Ga.; Tampa, 
Fla. Substantial increases in number 
of electric railways operating buses oc- 
curred also in other sections of the coun- 
try, but development there was rela- 
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Buses Ordered by Railways During 1925—(Concluded) 


Nos ok : ., total increase of nearly 2,900 and the 
Na f C Total Each Type of Chassis Body Builder Seating 
gets be ast .- Pype F Capacity amount of the orders. On the other 
Nebrask: ye 2 . 
Ouscha'& Counell Blitts St Rye 00 > nSiyt MEAL Witee Weir 25 hand, the net increase is affected by the 
Oklahoma - fier > considerable number of buses which 
heast Oklal POSEN treater sini ai5-0) 3 3 Dodge raham : s 
OuaEae iv seas ete RY 7 4 Dodge-Graham Graham 2\ were scrapped during the hee Pie 
ee rin 
ye Se ene |e a 27. (17. ‘Mack Mack 25 Among the large purchases du g 
intaee ee ig 1925 were 123 Graham Brothers 21- 
e 
: = zoe 2 passenger buses for the Department of 
eo ° . . 
3 Toda Graham 21 Street Railways, city of Detroit. The 
Oregon ; . 5 +7 
Portland Elec. Power Co........0005 OY TAS: een Be on AE eer we ba OY 29 Cleveland Railway, Kansas City Rail 
teat Coach trrstersssssrssrssss 29 ways, Los Angeles“Railway, Gary Rail-_ 
eae el et tere aie eens 3) ways, and the Boston Elevated were 
6 OWICOREDI  inyezsinoin's einasiele ofeve' wie eh ¥ = 
2) Reged es ea a companies which placed large orders 
GA ae 3. Yellow oac! as—Elec. during the year. 
Sioux Falls Traction System......... 6 4 Peder eg eres HE In the latter part of December ne 
ee CK 
oe Ve Hudson sender sen attiencectes #4 Public Service Railway placed an order 
rap cba te Co.. 7 aca ate : 5 Eee Fitzjohn 3 for 333 gas-electric buses with the Yel- 
t s POMS O apace) s alstehecate eo eo h ¢ 
Puan ty ate R 2 Yellow Coach 3 How Cage a low Coach Manufacturing Company. 
Ban Ante Papo cece 4 ee rr Bate Bie ote “59° Electrical equipment is to be supplied 
Hud: Blech Gore we tere 2 | ellow Coac ellow Coac . 
Mae reo ee 1 Yellow Coach Yellow Coach 21 \ by the General Electric : Company. 
Texas Blectrie Ry. «ieee toeasien = 6 é pages Graham cH While the exact purchase price was not 
te) €0 . . . . 
ane a 3 eadebaker Studebaker Ue announced it is said to be approxi- 
ichita Falls Traction Go........... Dt G2 SGReoiaos ohne: Wn ane oN REE ceotenyat eclare tiene 
ea ES mately $3,000,000. This is the largest 
Utah-Idaho Central R.R.........0.05 2 2. Fageol Fageol 19 single order for buses that has ever 
Gian E io ee yes, Tigra See 55 been placed by any electric railway in 
Tays arbor ye at. O ayy Zz 5 
Lewiston latlcton Transit Co 3 . Seadebeee 7 awe Bee c Be the United States or Canada. 
Ss BEER scare siasateceal grey ais faae Ey w Coa A am 
ee ie rat ge _ } 3 Yellow Cotah Yellow Coach } 7 Other automotive equipment ordered 
Puget So Int. Ry. & Powr. Co.... F'ageo ewe . * 
eee ena: at ane tenge Ta Ghilowaker ‘Auto Body Cs. 31 by electric railways also shows a large 
Seattle Municipal Street Ry......... 10 4 Garterd Local # jnerease over previous years. Reports 
udebaker esse eee teee eer eee sf 
seer ed Cate | Pais? aes te ee a received show 284 motor trucks pur- 
AS. ) nbdia Hlec. Pretunt dl atwiviniiuie @ eylan é 2 ms 
Nitec ig MiG eee 1 White Local 29 chased in 1925 as compared with 105 
2 ite oca G c - 
vaees Haver Ry: LAIN. tn.5 aie Gite aes / ; sed faa : 2 im 1924, 148 in 1923, and 112 in 1922. 
ydaro VB Says auto lefeduiginietielebale eileie otiredson ommercia = 
Montecal Fran: RVG Pace tee ceiver 24 8: “YellowiCoaehy eis ie smteoatsen. slash oye sl 29 The i ton type was the most popular 
i ae Brown 23> size, with the 33-ton type second. 
é ates F dele Reo Reo Bae - 21 Others ranged in size from 3 ton to 
DUA EGO RY wit oe ead isistee aisle els .e0 awa Car g. Co C 
Taranto Craikporiaten Commas. tos : White ee rT. r. C. 29 7 tons. None of the companies reported 
Yellow Ac . 
6 Yellow Coach TTC 99 the purchase of any trackless trolleys. 
2 neeeret "Rs Eee tne ee ge Purchases of new equipment for the 
Ae OME sme m meet nate ded 9 39 year show a slightly different trend 
Windsor, Essex Lake Shore Rapid Rys. 2 2 Gotfredson Gotfredson esi tise 18 from those of previous years. A num- 
x 20 aigcathase Marea cine [e) ilway Sho 21 i é 
Ree CONT Ve foe iste cae trong ay eared Shop 16; ber of companies have acquired double- 
Porto Rico 1 7 
Ponweieree Sole par Fe Fitsiohn a deck vehicles, among them being the 
= Sih railways in Atlanta, Baltimore, Cleve- 
ODA Pere FO ks nls Cb Ree Moe eae : 
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tained in service by electric, railways 
account for the difference between the 


land, Kansas City and Los Angeles. 


*Denotes Double-Deck 


tively less pronounced. The number of companies in 
each geographical division as reported in the statistical 
issues of ELECTRIC RAILWAY JOURNAL for 1924 and 
1925 are given in the accompanying table, as well as the 
figures for Jan. 1, 1926. 

New buses ordered during 1925 numbered 2171 as 
compared with 963 ordered in 1924. Buses acquired 
with the purchase of independent companies and re- 


Geographical Classification of Electric Railways 
Operating Buses 


Jan. 1,1924 Jan. 1,1925 Jan. 1, 1926 


New England States............0650% 14 19 29 
Hastern tates Maken a.u ae Huser 31 43 74 
Central States een: oc ke one oe 39 48 83 
Sonthern States: . 6. 28.0. ce aee ee. «et 9 : 25 
Western Btates,.. «520i... cate ee 26 28 IG; 
Canadas CMe. aes oe oe 5 9 1 
PAN ATG occ os. dite! 2 scueieiie anne eee 1 ee 1 
POR RIGD: 2... os .cin celui an ee 1 
Hawaranvlsiands'.2.)..: 5 acces yeeuione ne ie i 

PORAUE teas.» os" senate Otena tetae ae ae 121 156 280 


The actual number of double-deck buses 
shown in the table of purchases for the 
year, approximately 100, is less than for the preceding 
year, when 191 were ordered. This is explained by the 
fact that the order of the Philadelphia Rapid Transit 
Company for 125 such vehicles was included in the sta- 


Electric railways 
ZZ EE 
Guses operated by electric railways 


Passengers carried by two types of transportation in 1925 


pleics railway Passenger cars 


VLA 
fi railway buses 
y Comparative numbers of vehicles 


Sea track electric ae miles 
LLL LLL 
tes electric railway bus routes 


Comparative mileages 
Comparison of Transportation Services Furnished by Electric 
Railway Companies in the United States and Canada 
as of Jan. 1, 1926 


Passengers carried by rail are estimated to be 16,000,000,000 
and by electric railway buses approximately 800,000,00 0. Blectric 
railway passenger cars number about 82,000 while some 5,300 
buses are operated by these companies. Single-track electric 
railway mileage is 46,000 and bus routes total some 13,000 miles. 


Wiki bd: LLL 
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Bus Route Extensions During 1925 


Name of Railway Name of Operating Co. 


f Connecticut 
os Sen ihe Cah ES 
Miartiord @ Springtield St. Ry... vec ccce cece cc eee eees 
Waterbury & Milldale Tramway. 


Maine 
M@entcal WAIne Power CON cic csc cece k tee dev ne eues 
SMUT ES Olay sciele goes aie a elec 2iole k aie oie oe la ies wen es 


Massachusetts 
eR RTE iSCSI RE TIEDY. vale sie ole) aie slate ostsi« tb alelvn evo t-a eis avele cles ldleeie werd 
Boston & Worcester St. Ry... ..........2005- ; 
Eastern Massachusetts St. Ry 
‘Gardner-Templeton St. Ry.. 
Middlesex & Boston St. Ry 


Springfield St. Ry. WAS 

nion St. Ry. of New Bedfor meet eje SERN AS ano er Ne Ine oa 

EON IONIG LUCONS HEU Yt oe cc enc tosis s.cisinarsa cis) Veuigeblebie wee eles calS és sieeuveeveceeuecsens 
New Hampshire 

GA MIOUPAICCHTIC RY: . cncccsc te ccc cess cee vc regeecs Boston & Maine Transp. Co......:......-. 


a ; ptnode rere 
ewport Electric Corp £ i 
United bh SO® WSO tae co8 Hee 


Vermont 
~ Bellows Falls & Saxton River St. R.R................... POR CMS UST @ OumeRer hier jlebedietagead’S die lacs.e sae 


District of Columbia 
Mer TaTOHMEEDP TION NOOSE) Nee So laste wesc occu ee deees 
Washington & Old Dominion R: Rite 


Maryland 
Cumberland & Westernport Electric Ry. . 
United Rys. & Electric Co.... : 
(irene Se PNCCUTIC COs cen. cs sesh nee tiene se caen ‘Hast Rayette St. Bus Co... cae ca ee sete 


New Jersey 
ee earner ETOP PEA) ice ave <i’ alciastle cu atecla ale, clv's beleSas cee cceeeeveceesie 
Trenton & Mercer County Traction Corp................ Centra] Transportation Co..............65- 


New York 
Auburn & Syracuse Electric R.R............00.00000000% Mid-State Coach Lines, Inc.........2...... 
oP PER VER PELACTOD CO; otk cotsisty.s 4 dhe |nye tole /aapalesdcenous «ioe Watertown Transportation Co.............. 
On Uy ota, SE Oe a ar ee ae Mid-State Coach Lines, Inc...............-. 
SRC E RIG COM EEL oe Scie! «lav. s ic. svevelcals be alae Sek dinlaille cea ee International Bus Corp..............02.5-: 
ee aU REDY tee ete tte erate iy cleiek Mee yo foie oie) Le eisibbeisi clots viejo ss Sivieécis eee eeeeeeceteres 
Olean, Bradford & Balamanca BSS Ei a) ae fae (G)s NEW e fo) BIS Oy oho Se 
Rochester Syracuse RR... ce la ee ee ve deme anes Mid-State Coach Lines, Inc................ 
United Traction Co., Albany .................. ec ane Capitol District Bramsp. Co.............6%- 


Pennsylvania 
PRE POM Cem OMIY iy ais Gye Gre oseibss) eens Ac aig draete ots gine eho a's Buffalo & Erie Coach Corp................. 
Chambersburg & Shippensburg Ry.................00005 Cumberland Valley Transit Co............. 
Sones MUM RATOI OOM een cielsis. yinndpclelsje ein viele ce s leaice WIZCDEEUADSUNO Or, once ccc cece e eet ee 
fate LEC oA 58) Gas SOS Oe ee nna IE ene et wn Sie ONO) ee 
Lehigh ’ Traction (Cl). 2 sae Ny GRRE ein ay a ee Hazelton Auto Bus'Co............06.0555. 
LAE SLES VES NECA Ba 012) O10) en Lehigh Valley Transportation Co........... 
DPR ROMeMeNVeny rent Public Service CO... cs kek ches ar Mle dec pees cence cece eneceseee 
Sea es RNA MRP Ne el eaten pci pe a iaks lO.8, elie Sev elene wii ssateratd a Schuylkill Transportation Co............... 
ONE Oe i ce ga eS Ei SER Aah Mk A SS ie 1 er a 
Shamokin & Edgewood Electric Ry..............22..005 Shamokin & Trevorton Bus Line............ 
PUENOUCSDIT Me LrACHIOM CO. wos. ce aes ee ers cuneate eee PY OUCOUGSDUre BUS! OO... aw cece cs eee 
aan TRE Rte oe eee PETS at) Nspa/erciciseysiele gis siaisie sescles c'ea's cee vecsen aces 


Virginia 
Woanoke My, d& Pilectri¢ Co... ce .. 2 eee eee eee ». | Roanoke Rapid Transit.Co........¢5...55.- 
Virginia Bilectric & Power Co...... 200.00 cee ccna Richmond Rapid Transit Co.........60...5 
ERATE NOOR Opt or, Gents anisuisiy (clu aitusniia bie idumelloc ces cassie ster seevcreeevceaeeeres 


West Virginia 
Charleston Interurban R.R...............00-: Gan Th Boe i 8 a5 RES ae en 


Illinois 
EMD OOK RU OTNPeCIIIG! OO Jeluidscileeile vlc cu cclaleicjeceillate cielslales qqeciee ee tle ce eeeevinsew nee 
Central Illinois Public Service Co..............4. etait 
i sin SUN RTS Iya UO DES © 20 PR ee rn ae ee ee 
NORE MITOL ON MNITIW ATCC! Eis kue sniee sk conics clo Ges clancie eh tv alaiele sete cece eeleceeeweues 
ye, a 5!) Rei SHINS 28 2 a eg egg 
ee Sete ee PTO e inva ec agencdetc ie tic aprieis civ ainfeleididia ase aso eie deen nate de tiees 
CLO 5 a= ook SAIS bre OID Coogee) SU MCS ae 


ere sn (Che eta Se a a Ree te ne ger ae 


Rockford City Traction Co......0...... em I RTC TS Tate na Fare ss eye wonyace wiaitiy ee ea Sig 8 


] 
4 MR acral a cen pee eit eet WC). kevin dle yuvaiavsecesccersececees 


Indiana — 
OMNI TASTE SACION CO nes ae seen cee 8 ete te Ser ee ee eee teen eaeie 
OE CE 7 ee ee See Mire ails Pas heave Geritela nee ce eee reese ee b eee 
ECON ESS 0 ee ee 
Terre Haute, * spa aied 1 REG CASTERS Cfo io ate Us Os ha SI a ce ch 
a PIE ees) tn eval ahd ls aso) Sahel) oh hee Gyeleratine hs ek ae nye ee nee mee 


Towa 
Dubuque Electric Co 
Iowa Southern Utilities Co., Burlington PME T Byer is FE srk ~ Ue Gh k Se CLD 


‘ Kentucky 
_ Kentucky racioarec Verminal Oo....4..0+...0625.5 055. Kentucky Coach Cow. ss recede ene een tes 
UL OS TST ES a ene iomttacloy | Carrier .fays .scye.c pisteisin oe's ou elsapeye ode 


Michigan 


y Department ONL nasty, DOIN Gen Sedna RO 8, Bic ia pl EN OIG agg ot fi oh ee 


Fatty the AS ab ig Se 0 oe eden ignite Syren at 
BUMPER OOD OURY IS. | feral eseien dae sey alee sien en Southern Michigan Transportation Co,...... 


ESE TES a cs ches cavlntesh ces eMC Alt snc ic 
* Summer aston only. + Titusville Traction Co. 


City 
Miles 


10.04 


Nw 
i—J 
o 


Intercity Touring 


Miles 
79.28 


ow 
“I 
wo 


ww 


Miles 


Miles 


35 


Ss tras ng Replaced 


Miles 


38.72 
9.70 


a> 
wr 
i—] 


eS 
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Bus Route Extensions During 1925— (Concluded) 


; City Intercity Touring Sightseeing Replaced 
Name of Railway Name of Operating Co. Miles Miles Miles Miles Miles 
Minnesota 
DUIEt Esta deeyere oh eek eee tiene Mae Bikers Ceri St sere ean Duluth Coach! Conn vances erro 2.00 8215 OM shea 9.< Rep e 
Dwin City Rapid Lransity CO). lice samt clemere es smenes Twin City Motor Bus Co..5,¢..4 028 -Gortee a) Saree $2" 30 cnienlte . tate eee 
Missouri 
Kansas City @lay-County & St: Joseph Ry. crete caias creciey | isteveus ote ale ohsdeneylete/srete vf tr te fois! ola ct ntngnin ested =< 
i alipaa City Wyn ee oe. Wel bac don ob ale cle efanie Mah apotensemtencl | Werner Pon ager ge iei die Seige RC der a ate tts Jes aaa 43.98 
INTER ytd oh a aad O14 1 Oo a ain rie ee Si ciomdue kawmOrastiCe nimi ans ceo dU Cato Gate S cen ruciens 3.00 
StelouisperminalsRy.c: xc gal. ne ee sp cee Moaeee ees PINE PORTO Mauna ad Dok. LEAD OF 8.75 
OmitedVR yer oh Ste bois. Cnc ste see etre ee atch etre Si Lonis Bus@ort auras noite ceri 17.45 
United iRiysr of Sti Moule oiyat piste eens tian rere: Missourt Pl eotriciktuRy,.w mar ccc cerretg ate ete ween 
Ohio 
Cleveland ‘Railway icsicd ccgunetecce scot tee ait ee SO Ie © OME be mrers ie SN dreeperipae rele Orel afekeney ts aie tnet comeerent hasnt 40.14 
Community Traction’ C6.0)..<. 3.08 sc Os cb ae oe ee MR Mass on RL ee RN Ae anr en eee Coen eE Nedstat dee G 0.51 
Indiana, Columbus & Eastern Traction Co............... Dayton & Columbus Transportation Co.....  ..... 
Stark Hlectricg: BOR Eick slcde woese hove wilalls Seo tots So MIO ONO LE Pies ae ce ester Caeeoe eran ela it uok Oa Ma RIN etipy acu ota ener Rew adiststad vie caT or stats 10.00 
Wisconsin 
Madison: Bye: o:c%s~ died eatereletce:s foe sims ogous she's, Et he RaSee rare ROR ce Mea Se eae eect ce ater hn fall odechs toh f 22 10,00 6 doy Reo) © ieee 
Milwaukee Electric Ry: & Light ©o...i ss.chis cs cee eee tah Minit tee Soe eee at eed Ue Poorer stan 5.82 10300). > Ades Ue eee 1.28 
Wisconsin Power & Light (Cossayae cleo cscs eae de eb Rdg Tete oer re VO MAME rents IR re Sree ots eg as 2.00 283.50 2o0Q 2S arr 2.00 
Wiscongia: Valley: Wleetric Cokie. v ifo.6ocue 2s ele doses Oz eee ome ee Rn sume Re Bara LAP Neg nara eens rated 1:70. -) Sond | Bae 
Florida 
Key West, Blettrio Coy) .ciscrc se crcie ea 8 wl ya a0 016) Se Re os ea Se ee ae 2350. racak NG be Ce ee) ee 1.90 
Pampa Blectrie (Cov o.2iraucscyates ore oiisutes oe ere cie ce pe eae poe PON Rete ea oe Sete ale eater 65100. | oe a5 a ee 
Georgia 
Columbus Electric & Power Co Columbus fransps:Coy.o sy ¥o sw ons me ee ateve TZ AN | SaSivtady se eee 5.92 
Georgia Ry. & Power Co. AilantayCoachiGo.22.5 cae mikes cre takai atone 19.20)" “ius SO soe) geen 
Georgia Ry. & Power Co Georgia Ry. & Light Co BBL vckcaiae Ug eahe Spe baal een tee 
Savannah Electric: & Power Co....4..thsck ats eke oor Oe eee eae beer 125° 0 Rokr 2 Gey ee 0.41 
Louisiana \ 
Baton Rouge Bleatrio! Cowie: cee co assrhittete lee Ale ee Oo ee ee OL CTS RTE eR ee Ret te er te eke tea ea ea 2560" | - ensue 2 ees ea SOc 
New-Orleans' Public. Service; ney atc ccs eee ee Sere es oe ce are eae ee age eta enero ara eno gE ey creas SUL  ¢ Ra SRSA ok oe UZ 
North Carolina - 
Asheville Power & Light Corgi d5 jack sok oe canoes, ULC See ee SOE Sra ere mane pial siete ches Taranabant htc ha cya 2.00 “Sa «a wlaifal cP av eae 
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Tennessee 'Blectric. Power Gogg, tis, ct etain aie Pi cote PO ete Nera Pio hein le olce rene erate yeaah hs Pe feel Nossa eta suena ua eats 550. cobs etl. bukcee nian gate 
Arizona 
Tuscon: Rapid Transit! Cores: 4 wie cte-cthrcicce Boe Ne SIO bee rie es melee ek sack etn ERD Raynes tet ava ys (ec cava et aa ates bi ME OE 
California 
os Angeles By. oo.) .cchisticleo ons Siete © cage sua oar eo ainda Seen een ree a ee tee ee le a Bet aan (Ae ae 18.70° «wees 7. Ogee ba 
Municipal Ry,. of San’ Branciseo sieve sce ctg so eke, ee eee na ia ose ote et ey Pac seca a ratte Pst Kote aru chet Hee ene Wi BOT ices iced ne 
Peninsular Ry.) 2072 sinc avis oae 3 aes eae a TERR lace REE Re one eI EPR ey me ee oh ot he eae ce) emma 3.87 
San Diero HlectricghRysci cece 'stsine aie cele sy areaes EPA Ue Rear terl oe hc er sin ec Parent PCIe es neice 4.50.00 cecil” 2° Sa oS 
Pacifié:Gas, & Blectrie Co; «pss cisscte. Wie oR Es oc Oe ee ata Ie OS LE To eee RE IE pac ee Pd or eee ane 3.930. LivkaS | end 0 8 ee 
Market St. Riyircs. 25 ak 5 oe uiee tas plete ccc coheed ROM tte GRC NEL mrotataiet a Shey Pnere ane Re Re Ca ei See a O82 can eo- (Pei 1.38 
Kansas 
Arkansas Valley Interurban Rey ig icaieldisete Sess em eee ruce ace Ue Besa oy See ee eee Rr so aan 8.00 68.50 vaccis | ereaealeie nn 
Kansas, Leavenworth & Western Ry...............-. Leavenworth Transportation Co............ isp th | eae 5.36 
Topeka | A ae ee ee a ent AS MR mm Wen RO er rot A con thay mie Ac Re to orcas e os 8.80) seca OR 
Nebraska 
Omaha)& Council Bluffs St. Ryn a5. 0 is0 Shas eee nteeaelave ae woe wie ta aise Re Srna eteaeays Die TEU SU aay e/e Sel ater tote eee eh 8.50. seeds. ©- behalf CR 
Oklahoma 
Northeast Oklahoma RR oss, tebe cee ho actsitns Soe eee aL ree pce een ae afons Shap sts. c foe: Rvaret te Pe Netae Tre RmraSes Wt. 00\-22 5 Sue c ie |) We 
iNet Orit BUY io oso /o. 5:5 ais Slain Seba maw Atae> PALS acove BIER eal La Rr ee eee are Ch tae ee F000 i) eg 
Texas 
Abilene Traction: Co... s ieecard wn hs cattec eo EGS ay oe OULU FR etre ae er teat ag. Cee ers A OE Mle 
Wichita Falls: Traction Co. 2258 Ac Latinas noe nee ise i) Ee center tee eee ener Ricks tren Bre. Reena ae 3.000 ie > SR cei) ee 
Washington 
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Ponce Hlectric Cow. ye cee testonete Bekeecs Aa CVS AAR ECR es) ee ree ISELIN co chelln aA ese ere 3.00) ° 3... "a 
Totals). §incs.a ia tttateereed analierenraen 936.41 2,399.46 79,00 61.00 297.53 


tistics for 1924, although the vehicles did not actually 
go into service until the present year. 

Gas-electric buses have appeared for the first time this 
year in a number of localities. Besides those of the 
Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company and the recent 
order by the Public Service Railway, gas-electrics have 
been purchased by the Georgia Railway & Power Com- 
pany, the Kansas City Railways and the United Traction 
Company of Albany, N. Y. A feature of certain of the 
buses bought by the Kansas City Railways is an auto- 
matic rear exit. This is the first time that such a 
device has been tried and thus far the Kansas City 
company is the only operator to include this feature. 


The parlor car type of bus appears to be growing in 
popularity as compared with the so-called street car 
type, although the number of the latter type purchased 
during the past year remains somewhat larger than the 
number of the de luxe type. An interesting example of 
the way these may be used by an electric railway is the 
operation of the Chevy Chase bus line of the Capital 
Traction Company, Washington, D. C. Under this plan 
commodious buses are operated from the Chevy Chase 
residential district downtown to the shopping section 
of the city. An extra fare is charged on account of the 
superior quality of the transportation service which is 
provided. 
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Electric Railway Costs and Fares 
Continue Stable in 1925 


Only a Few Points Variation Has Occurred in Major Index Figures 
During the Year—Discussion of Trends Indicates Stability for 
Coming Year—Several Changes in Method of Computing Figures 


By Albert S. Richey 


Electric Railway Engineer, Worcester, Mass. 


graphically the course during the past twelve 

years of five index numbers which may be of 
interest to electric railway owners and operators. The 
indexes included are of (1) wholesale commodities,- (2) 
electric railway construction costs, (3) electric railway 
operating material costs, (4) electric railway wages, 
and (5) street railway fares. Accompanying the 
graphic presentation.is a tabulation showing the aver- 
age indexes for each year, 1913 through 1920 inclu- 
sive, and the monthly indexes from January, 1920, to 
and including the latest available data. Each index is 
shown on the base of 1918 — 100. The five indexes 
here shown are among the twelve which make up the 
Conspectus of Indexes which is compiled monthly by 
the writer and published regularly in the Financial and 
Corporate section of the ELECTRIC RAILWAY JOURNAL— 
usually in the fourth issue of each month. Similar 
charts and tables have been published in the Annual 
Statistical Numbers—the first issue of the JOURNAL in 
January in 1923, 1924 and 1925. At this time the new 
Electric Railway Construction Cost Index of the Amer- 
ican Electric Railway Association is included, replacing 
the general Construction Cost Index of the Engineering 
News-Record which has appeared in the charts previ- 
ously published. 


(): THE following page there is a chart showing 


COMPUTATION OF THE INDEXES 


The various indexes and the methods used in their 
computation will be given here, inasmuch as it has been 
two years since this résumé has included such a state- 
“ment, and as additional data are now included. The 
Wholesale Commodity Index of the United States 
Bureau of Labor Statistics represents the course of the 
weighted average price of more than 400 commodities, 
as computed monthly by the bureau. This index is per- 
haps the most authoritative, the most widely used, and 
most often quoted of any which purposes to show the 
trend of the general price level. The various com- 
modities on which prices are collected and used in the 
computation cf this index include groups such as farm 
products, foods, cloths and clothing, fuel and lighting, 
metals and metal products, building materials, chemicals 
and drugs, house furnishing goods, and miscellaneous 
items. Separate indexes are published by the bureau 
covering these constituent groups as well as the all- 
- commodity index which represents the combination of 
all groups and which is the one here quoted. The latest 
bulletin of the Bureau on Wholesale Prices is No. 390, 
issued in July, 1925, and covering the period 1890 to 
1924. This bulletin contains a description of the 
weightings and the methods used in computing these 


indexes, together with data as to actual and relative 
prices of the various commodities and relative prices 
of the groups of commodities which enter into the 
index. The index numbers as shown in that bulletin 
cover the entire period beginning with 1890, in which 
year the all-commodities index stood at 80.5. Its low 
point was 66.7 for the year 1896, after which year 
it gradually increased, reaching a value of 100.9 in 
1910. Its course since 1913 is shown by the data in- 
cluded herewith. 

The Hlectric Railway Construction Cost Index of the 
American Electric Railway Association was proposed 
by the valuation committee of that association at the 
Atlantic City convention last October. The report of 
that committee, quoted on page 584 of the Oct. 10, 1925, 
issue of the JOURNAL, contains a description of the data 
and method used in their compilation. It is still in a 
tentative form and subject to change as data are 
received from members of the association comparing 
actual valuation figures with the index as proposed. It 
may be assumed, however, that it is a fairly good index 
of the construction cost of the average electric railway, 
excluding land values,’ and it may be used to determine 
at least approximately what figure might be arrived at 
by a valuation of an electric railway property on the 
basis of present prices, if a valuation of the same prop- 
erty has been made at some previous time, using prices 
then current. The index here shown for the year 1916 
is not as printed in the report of the valuation com- 
mittee last October, as it has been corrected here to cor- 
respond with changes which are just now being made 
by the Engineering News-Record in its indexes of com- 
mon labor and general construction costs, these being 
constituent elements of the Electric Railway Construc- 
tion Cost. Index. The change thus made necessary in 
this index for the year 1916 brings it more closely 
in line with available data on electric railway valua- 
tions. 

The Electric Railway Operating Materials Cost Index 
is not one of construction costs but applies to the mate- 
rials used in electric railway maintenance and opera- 
tion. The weighting of the cost of such materials 
differs, of course, from that used in a construction cost 
index, and there is a further material difference in 
that this index does not include any labor costs which 
make up so large a part of the first cost of railway 
construction. The index, however, does include fuel 
cost, at a weighting of 40 per cent of the total. While 
many railways purchase power, most power contracts 
include a so-called coal clause which varies the price 
of power with the cost of coal, and it is for this reason 
that the cost of fuel for power is included in the index, 
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Trend of Construction Costs, Wages and Fares, 1913-1926, as Collected by Albert S. Richey 
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which may therefore be taken as an index of the cost 


of operating materials including power cost, when the 
latter is purchased under a coal clause. The remain- 
ing 60 per cent of the weighting of the materials index 
is made up of the costs of metals and metal products, 
lumber and building materials. The weighting of these 
individual items was determined upon after a careful 
study of the cost of materials used by a number of 
railway companies in various parts of the country over 
a period of years. 

The Index of Electric Railway Wages as here shown 
is as computed monthly by the writer. The data used 
are the maximum wage rates of conductors and motor- 
men on two-man cars on 144 companies in the United 
States, employing a total of 108,175 platform men. 
These rates are weighted on the basis of the number 
of platform men employed by the various companies; 
the index therefore indicates the trend of the average 
platform man’s hourly rate of wage. Previous to 
October, 1924, this index was weighted according to the 
number of passenger cars operated by the various com- 
panies. As noted on page 787 of the JOURNAL for Nov. 
1, 1924, the weighting then was changed to the number 
of platform men, as above described, and the index 
was recalculated for the years 1923 and 1924. Up until 
October of this year, 103 companies were included, 
but at that time, additional companies were added, 
bringing the total number up to 144, so that the index 
now includes all companies in the United States which 
employ more than one hundred platform men each. The 
addition of 41 companies, all of which were small in 
the number of men employed, made practically no 
change in the index numbers as published for the pre- 
ceding three years, and consequently no revision has 
been made in the index numbers as previously pub- 
lished on account of the additional data used. 

The Index of Street Railway Fares, as here shown, 
is as computed by the writer, and includes all cities in 
the country with a population of 50,000 or more, except 
New York City. The index is weighted in accordance 
with the population of the various cities, and the fares 
used are, as nearly as it is possible to determine them, 
the average in the various cities, including cash and 
regular ticket or token fares. ‘Ticket or token rates 
used are those available to all riders at all times of the 
day; pupils’, workmen’s or other special forms of tickets 
are not included. Pass and free transfer riders are not 
included in arriving at the averages, but where a charge 
is made for a transfer such charge and the proportion 
of original riders paying it are considered. The multi- 
plying factor between the Richey Fare Index as here 
presented (on the base of 1913 — 100) and the average 
fare in cents is 0.048425. The average fare in cents may 
be found for any month by multiplying the index num- 
ber as here shown by that factor, which represents 
the average fare in 1913. . 


TRENDS SHOWN BY THE INDEXES FoR 1925 


In the articles corresponding to this which were 
printed in the Statistical Issues of the JOURNAL for 
1924 and 1925, attention was called to the apparent 
stabilization cf electric railway costs, as compared with 
the large and rapid fluctuations in labor and material 
costs which characterized the years during and imme- 
diately following the world war. This tendency is again 
borne out by the figures for 1925. 

The Wholesale Commodity Index averages several 
points higher than in 1924, its fluctuations during the 


year just passed having been between 155 and 161, 
while during the preceding year its average was 150. 

The Electric Railway Construction Cost Index is 
still following the almost horizontal course started in 
the middle of 1928, although for the past seven months 
it has been 1 or 2 per cent lower than during the 
preceding two years. This is due primarily to a slight 
falling off in average rates paid for common labor, as 
there has been very little change in its other con- 
stituents. 

The Index of Operating Materials Costs, which with 
some minor fluctuations followed a general downward 
trend from the middle of 1922 to the end of 1924, 
showed an increase during the first half of 1925, fol- 
lowed by a decline during the last half of the year, and 
an increase in December, so that at present it is 3% per 
cent higher than a year ago. 

The Index of Electric Railway Wages shows an in- 
crease during the year of 1 per cent, this being due prin- 
cipally to increases in Cleveland, Detroit, Philadelphia, 
Seattle, Minneapolis and St. Paul, and the Eastern 
Massachusetts Street Railway. With very few ana 
minor exceptions. no other increases have been reported 
during the year, but there have been many renewals 
and extensions of existing rates. No decreases have 
been reported during the year. Wage increases have 
been granted, effective as of Jan. 1, 1926, in Buffalo 
and in Oakland; the effect of these changes will be to 
increase the index about 0.7 point or 0.3 per cent. 

The Index of Street Railway Fares has increased 
slightly during the year. The weighted average fare 
was 7.24 cents at the beginning of the year. This rose 
to the peak in October, principally due to increases in 
Buffalo, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Omaha, South Bend, and 
the eastern Massachusetts cities. Since October, it 
has been slightly reduced by the reduction in fares 
in Cincinnati. The October index of 151.0, correspond- 
ing to an average fare of 7.31 cents, is the highest 
point which this index has reached. The previous peak 
was in October, 1921, when the index stood at 149.6, 
corresponding to an average fare of 7.24 cents. The 
increase in fares in Rochester, as of Jan. 1, 1926, will 
almost, if not quite, bring the index back to its peak 
of October, 1924. 

Among other indexes regularly .included in the 
monthly Conspectus but not charted or tabulated here, 
the General Construction Cost Index to the Hngineer- 
ing News-Record stands at 205.95 in December, a 
reduction of 2.63 points or 14 per cent since December, 
1924; the average for the year 1925 is 206.68, which is 
8.67 points or 4 per cent under the average for 1924. 
Bradstreet’s Index of Wholesale Commodities, which 
stood at 9.2115 as an average for 1913, is 14.4054 on 
Dec. 1, 1925; this is an increase of 0.8765 point or 64 
per cent since December, 1924; the average for 1925 
is 13.9445, which is an increase of 1.0773 points or 8% 
per cent over the average for 1924. The United States 
Bureau of Labor Statistics Index of Retail Food Costs 
is 167.1 for November, 1925, an increase of 17 points 
or 11 per cent over the index for November, 1924. The 
Cost of Living Index of the National Industrial Confer- 
ence Board is 171 for November, 1925, an increase of 
six points or 34 per cent since November, 1924. 

Of the indexes relating to general business condi- 
tions, the unfilled steel orders of the United States 
Steel Corporation were slightly in excess of 400,000 and 
500,000 tons on Novy. 30, last, as compared with about 
4,000,000 tons a year before; throughout 1925 the 
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monthly reports of unfilled steel orders have exceeded 
the corresponding months of 1924 by amounts averag- 
ing 333,000 tons, or about 83 per cent. The monthly 
reports of bank clearings outside of New York City 
also have consistently shown increases over 1924 
throughout the year, while at least since March, the 
number of business failures as well as the liabilities 
have been less than during the same period in 1924. 
These indexes, as well as others relating to the state 
of general. business, indicate slightly better conditions 
and more activity during 1925 than in 1924. 


TREND OF OPERATING COSTS 


In the résumé corresponding to this, which was 
printed in the Statistical Number of the JOURNAL a 
year ago, two of the Richey Indexes (operating mate- 
rial costs and wages) were combined to arrive at an 
indication of the trend of electric railway operating 
expenses. This was done under the assumption that a 
fair present distribution of operating expense is wages 
624 per cent, material 224 per cent, and other expense 
15 per cent. The “other” expense is that part of the 
operating expense which is neither wages nor material, 
such as salaries, general office expense, advertising, 
accidents, etc., and it was assumed that such “other” 
expense varies in the same ratio as wages and material 
combined. This combination also involves the assump- 
tion that all wages paid by the electric railways have 
varied the same as the wages of the platform men. 
With all of these assumptions, the 1925 change in aver- 
age electric railway operating costs (exclusive of fixed 
charges) was as follows: 


Operating 

Wages Materials Expense 
Index at end of 1924... 5.2... 220.8 148.7 201.7 
Index at end of 1925........ 223.0 153.9 204.7 
Increase during 1925, per cent 1.0 Sd) ic} 


On this basis, then, which does not take into account 
such economies as those made possible by the one-man 
ear, average electric railway operating expenses (not 
including fixed charges) in the United States at the 
end of 1924 were a little more than double those of 
1913; during 1925 they increased 3 points, or 14 per 
cent; and it may be noted that during the same periods 
the average street railway fares increased 50.7 per cent 
since 1913, and %74 per cent during 1925. 

It should be borne very definitely in mind, in con- 
sidering any of the figures shown or statements made 
in this article, that they are based on average condi- 
tions of the country as a whole, and that in specific loca- 
tions or cities individual experience is quite likely to 
show different results. These country-wide trends, 
however, are of great value for comparison with indi- 
vidual experience. 


Annual Table of Statistics of the Industry 


N ADDITION to the statistics contained in this issue, 

ELECTRIC RAILWAY JOURNAL publishes annually a 
table of general statistics of the electric railway in- 
dustry, based on the McGraw Electric Railway Direc- 
tory. This directory is published annually in February, 
and statistics from the February, 1925, directory were 
published in the issue of this paper for March 7, 1925. 

The editors of this paper are now compiling the 
statistics for this annual table from the reports being 
received for the February, 1926, McGraw directory and 
hope to publish the results in tabular form in some issue 
of this paper. during January. This table will show, 
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as usual, by states, the number of operating electric 
railway companies, miles of track and number of pas- 
senger motor cars, passenger trail cars, electric loco- 
motives, freight motor cars, freight trail cars, service 
cars and other types of cars owned by the electric rail- 
ways in the United States. 


Damages to Electric Railways by 
Earthquakes 


LECTRIC railway cars destroyed by the earthquake 
of Sept. 1, 1923, in Japan, totaled 955, according 
to a paper presented at the International Conference of 
Large Transmission Systems, held in Paris in June 
of this year. Practically all of these cars were 
destroyed by the fire following the earthquake. The 
actual damage done by the quake itself to the electric 
railways was mostly to the track and roadbed. Sinking 
of the roadbed occurred over a wide area. Movement of 
the, roadbed naturally caused a corresponding move- 
ment of the poles, with some damage to the feeders 
and trolley lines. There was also considerable damage 
to bridges and culverts, but tunnels did not suffer much 
damage. That suffered was mainly at the entrances. 
Within the built-up city areas, such as in Tokyo and 
Yokohama, fire followed the earthquake, causing the 
losses of cars already mentioned. The chief sufferer 
was the municipality of Tokyo, which lost altogether 
534 double-truck cars and 290 single-truck cars. 

By Sept. 1, 1924, more than a year after the disaster, 
the miles of track and number of electric cars in opera- 
tion had returned to the status of before the earth- 
quake. 


Building a Bridge in a Day 
HEN the city of North Milwaukee decided to 
build a new bridge on 32d Street near Hampton 
Road it became necessary for the Milwaukee Electric 
Railway & Light Company to devise some way to keep 
the cars in operation over the creek while the new 
bridge was under construction. After considering sev- 
eral kinds of operation it was decided to construct a 
temporary bridge over the old bridge, allowing sufficient 
space in between the two structures so as not to inter- 
fere with the construction of the new bridge. During 
the night of Saturday, Sept. 12, sufficient material was 
delivered with which to construct this bridge, consist- 
ing mainly of piles, rails, 12-in. x 12-in. caps and ties. 
On the morning of Monday, Sept. 14, actual work 
was started on the temporary bridge. Commencing at 
8 o’clock the cars were stubbed on either side of the 
bridge, the trolley wire was shifted to one side and 
the pile driver was set up for the purpose of driving 
piles for the bents of the temporary structure, after 
which the old track, deck and old bridge were removed. 
By noon the piles for the three bents needed had been 
driven. The temporary track was supported on a deck, 
using eight 62-ft. 7-in. 102 T-rail, four being placed 
parallel and under each running rail of the bridge. 
About all that remained to be done was to place run- 
offs at each end of the bridge. These were made by 
using ties and timber, making an easy incline at each 
side. Temporary cross-over points were used to con- 
nect the temporary track with the permanent track. 
By 5:30 p.m. the trolley wire had been replaced and 
cars were operating over the new temporary bridge. 
—Rail and Wire. 
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Receiverships Reduced in 1925 


Fewer Roads Were Thrown in Receivership During the Year, Although the Failure of One Large Property 
Increased the Mileage Over That in 1924—Many Roads Restored to Their Owners, While 
Others Are on the Way to Terminate Receiverships Early This Year 


ITH the number of electric railways in receiver- 

ship gradually decreasing and reorganizations 

and merging of properties not in receivership 
the favorable outlook for the industry increases. There 
has been much activity along these lines during the past 
year, along with the trend toward co-ordination and 
strengthening the existing roads. While the number of 
miles of track involved is now about 4,165, slightly 
more than last year, there are fewer companies involved. 
Four companies comprising some 68 miles of track have 
gone through foreclosure proceedings and are now in 
the process of reorganization, but the final steps have 
not been perfected. These are therefore included in 
the table as still being in receivership. 

The most important reorganization the past year was 
that of the Denver Tramway with 226 miles of single 
track, which becomes the Denver Tramway Corporation. 

Another important reorganization was that of the 
Chicago, Lake Shore and South Bend Railroad, a 71-mile 


Table I—Electric Railway Receiverships—1925 


Miles of 
Single ———Outstanding Securities— 
Track Receivers’ 
Involved Stock Bonds Certificates 
Boston & Worcester Street Ry., 

Framingham, Mass............ 83.00 $2,482,200 $2,520,000 None 
Laconia Street Ry., Laconia, N. H. 8.00 140,700 91,000 None 
Cumberland & Westenport Electric 

Ry., Frostburg, Md............ 25.00 625,000 655,000 None 
Binghamton Railway, Binghamton, 

Naess Ape AT N 5 75,5, syste ite 49.52 978,895 2,812,825 None 
Frankford, Tacony & Holmesburg 

Street Ry., Philadelphia, Pa..... 16.18 500,000 40,000 None 
‘Chicago, Lake Shore & South Bend 

Ry., Michigan City, Ind. (1)..... 70.86 6,000,000 4,692,000 None 
Indianapolis & Cincinnati Traction d 

0.; eae India ree 6 101.00 3,600,000 2,400,000 $112,000 
Detroit United , Detroit, Mich. 613.89 25,000,000 29,745,500 None 
Wahpeton Breckenridge Street Ry., 

Breckenridge, Minn............ 1.00 42,500 None ~ None 
‘Tiffin & Fostoria Ry., Tiffin, Ohio.. 15.00 (2) (2) (2) 
Helena Beet Railway Co.; 

Helena Montes io). cnisiore s oisis =» .50 935,000 878,000 None 
Salt Lake & Utah Railroad, Salt 

CMC ya WGA ace 5 ste wes a.wie's:e/8 6.71 5,043,700 2,644,200 100,000 
Oklahoma Railway, Oklahoma 

Cy RON ESTE Shee ee eer 138.40 5,595,900 5,815,000 None 
‘Tulsa Street Railway, Tulsa, Okla.. 23.00 580,000 771,000 None 

Total for 1925 (14 companies)... 1,260.06 $51,523,195 $54,484,525 $212,000 


(1) Receiver appointed Feb. 28, 1925. Property sold at foreclosure sale and 
teorganized as Chicago, South Shore & South Bend Railway. Receiver discharged 


(2) Information not available 
(3) Receiver appointed late in December, 1924. 


ee aren i 


egend 
Receiverships 


Foreclosure soles 


LLL 
\(-AEEE 


0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 wr) 
Single Track, Hundreds of Miles 


The Mileage of Electric Railways Going into Receiverships and 
Those Sold at Foreclosure Is Presented Graphically 


interurban. A receiver for this road was appointed 
on Feb. 28, the foreclosure sale took place June 29, and 
by July 13 it had been reorganized as the Chicago, South 
Shore & South Bend Railroad and the receiver dis- 
charged. 

The Cleveland, Alliance & Mahoning Valley Railway 
was sold at receiver’s sale to the Northern Realty Com- 
pany, a subsidiary of the Northern Ohio Traction & 
Light Company, and is now operating as an important 
link in the freight handling of the latter company. 


Table I1—Record of Electric Railway Receiverships 


Miles of 

Number of Single Track -——Outstanding Secutrities—~ 
Year Companies Involved Stock Bonds 
1909 22 558.00 $29,962,200 $22,325,000 
1910 1 696.61 12,629,400 75,490,735 
1911 19 518.90 29,533,450 38,973,293 
1912 26 373.58 20,410,700 11,133,800 
1913 18 342.84 31,006,900 47,272,200 
1914 10 362.39 35,562,550 19,050,460 
1915 27 1,152.10 40,298,050 391372,375 
1916 15 359.26 14'476,600 10,849,200 
1917 21 1,177.32 33,918,725 33,778,400 
1918 29 2,017.61 92,130,388 163,257,102 
1919 48 3,781.12 321, 259, 354 312,915,104 
1920 19 1,065.31 28, 758,455 72,283,575 
1921 19 986. 42 32,909,525 36,177,800 
1922 14 695.43 18,140,150 20,304,400 
1923 12 333.63 8,332,100 14,707,066 
1924 12 1,021.88 28,489,700 35,716,000 
1925 14 1,260.07 51,383,195 54,696,525 


(3) Receiver appointed late in December, 1924. 


Table 11J—Record of Electric Railway Foreclosure Sales 


Miles of ———_ Outstanding Securities-—————_, 
Number of Track Receivers’ 
Year Companies Involved Stocks Bonds Certificates 
1909 21 488.00 $22,265,700 $21,174,000 (a) 
1910 22 724.36 19,106,613 26,374,075 (a) 
1911 25 660.72 917354'800 115,092,750 (a) 
1912 18 267.18 14,197,300 10,685,250 (a) 
1913 17 302.28 15,243,700 19,094,500 (a) 
1914 1 181.26 26,239,700 44,094,241 (a) 
1915 19 308.31 30,508,817 16,759,997 (a) 
1916 19 430.14 13,895,400 22,702,300 (a) 
1917 26 745.19 27,281,900 27,313,045 (a) 
1918 23 524.22 37,740,325 20,149,384 (a) 
1919 29 2,675. 48 89,893,400 79,836,738 $42,300 
1920 13 59.90 7,782,400 11,227,328 52,000 
1921 13 777.97 33,642,255 30,863,526 5,000 
1922 13 322.88 7,491,500 12,640,600 114,683 
1923 15 927.45 118,077,959 110,638,250 12,265,000 
1924 14 869.25 21,022,800 34,845,535 3,440,388 
1925 13 569.39 18,074,300 18,329,555 53,000 


(a) Data not available. 
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Table IV—Electric Railway Receiverships as of Dec. 31, 1925 


New England States 


Year of Miles of 


——Outstanding Securities 


Receiver- Single Capital Funded Receivers’ 
CONNECTICUT ship Track Stock Debt Certificates 
Danbury & Bethel Street Ry., Danbury........ 1917 13.00 $320,000 ° $588,500 $100,000 
Hartford & Springfield Street Ry., Warehouse ‘i 
Yee eo Crea rnc. aoe AO OE RDI pcr nn » 1918 48.00 785,000 961,000 None 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Boston & Worcester Street Ry., Framingham.. 1925 83.00 2,482,200 2,520,000 None 
Connecticut Valley Street Ry., Greenfield (1) .. 1921 47.05 620,000 580,000 None 
Milford, Attleboro & Woonsocket Street Ry., of 
Springfield (OAS See ce OA S. IOOS 1924 PAD AY 3 315,000 300,000 None 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Laconia Street Ry., Laconia (3).............0. 1925 8.00 140,000 91,000 None 
Portsmouth, Dover & York St. Ry., Portsmouth. 1917 WSU asda aaa se 707,000 30,000 
VERMONT 
Barre & Montpelier Traction & Power Co., i 
Montpelier. acs saves sicuectcistteineoteinite eerie 1920 O75 120,000 100,000 None 
Net receiverships Dec. 31, 1925, 8 Cos..... 250.53 4,782,200 5,847,500 130,000 
Eastern States 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Washington-Virginia Ry..........se.secesseee 1923 40.00 2,378,300 5,614,000 None 
MARYLAND 
Cumberland & Westernport Electric Ry., Frost- 
UU vole vareicaicve als epriatatens wtajelatalsie sere eters leietetetetatars 1925 25.00 625,000 655,000 None 
NEW JERSEY 
North Jersey Rapid Transit Co., Hohokus....... 1912 18.00 800,000 800,000 None 
Morris County Traction Co., Morristown Ob ROAIG 1923 68.98 300,000 4,179,000 None 
NEW YORK ‘ 
Binghamton Ry., Binghamton..............4. 1925 49.52 978,895 2,812,825 None 
Brooklyn Heights FUR, Brooklyn cc ax pcoen ete 1919 5.12 200,000 50,000 None 
Buffalo & Lackawanna ‘Traction Co., Buffalo. . 1918 8.80 55,000 1,000,000 None 
Hamburg Railway, Buffalo...........2e+eeees 1920 PA Vay i None 750,000 None 
Hornell Traction Co., Hornell...............- 1917 10.90 117,900 150,000 2,000 
Long Island Electric Ry., Jackson Heights...... 1924 24.97 600,000 600,000 None 
Ithaca Traction Corporation, TARAGB iE icishiswiee oe 1924 11.62 400,000 763,000 None 
New York & Long Island Traction Co., Jackson 

IS Ei 400: SRS Hy Dror tar Demo ei chs 1923 50.76 1,000,000 1,000,000 None 
New York & rp are County Ry., Jackson Heights 1923 43.65 3,235,000 1,500,000 None 
Manhattan & Queens Traction Corp., Long 

Taland Citys Son ice male wos area ators aisle etal ete eee 1917 21.66 20,000 25,946 None 
Second Avenue R.R., New York..........-s006 1908 26.35 1,862,000 5,720,000 3,140,000 
Staten Island Midland Ry., New York.......... 1920 28.68 1,000,000 1,000.000 3 000 
Steinway Railway, New York..........ssee+es 1922 31.11 None 1,500,000 None 
Westchester Street R.R., New York........... 1920 16.32 700,000 168,000 None 
Penn Yan & Lake Shore Ry., Penn Yan...geccg I9LS 8.50 94,000 100,000 None 
Ogdensburg Street Ry., Potsdam.......-+.. wee LOZ 7.74 150, 000 150,000 None 

PENNSYLVANIA 
North Branch Transit Co., Bloomsburg......... 1915 30.00 500,000 532,500 45,000 
Net receiverships Dec. 31, 1925, 21 Cos.... 549.40 15,016,095 29,270,271 3,190,000 
Central States 
ILLINOIS 
Alton, Granite & St. Louis Traction Co., Alton. . 1920 62.00 3,189,000 3,000,000 None 
Chicago & Interurban Traction Co., Chicago oon 1922 50.00 1,000,000 1,816,000 None 
Peoria Railway Terminal Co., Peoria (Css hertota 1922 25.28 1,000,000 2,444,000 None 
INDIANA 
Union Traction Company of Indiana, Anderson.. 1924 450.53 11,500,000 15,381,000 None 
Ft. Wayne, Van Wert & Lima Traction Co., 

EGA NY BAO oar, ete sts eta tele ieasdoyeestebaceternyel er cfayetsiecetclags 1921 61,63 1,000,000 1,470,000 None 
Indianapolis & Cincinnati Traction Co., 

Mndianapolisiccrs sre cieaciioteete eet anes 1925 101.00 3,600,000 2,400,000 112,000 

KENTUCKY ° 
Owensboro City Railroad, Owensboro........+.« 1923 12.50 75,000 400,000 None 
MICHIGAN 
Detroit. United ‘Ry,, Detroit. cs... seens seems 1925 613.89 15,375,000 29,745,500 None 
Grand Rapids, Holland & Chicago Ry., Jackson 1924 80.93 1,324,700 1,500,000 None 
Houghton County Traction Co., Houghton AsArs 921 3245 957,200 660,000 None 
Michigan Railroad, Jackson.........ceeeceees 1924 173,84 4,000,000 8,050,000 None 
MINNESOTA 
Wahpeton-Breckenridge Street Ry. (7)......++- 1925 1.00 42,500 None None 
St. Paul Southern Electric Ry., Hastings....... 1918 17.54 658,225 425,400 None 
Mesaba Railway Co., Virginia (5).......00.+5. 1924 38.00 2,260,000 1,581,000 10,000 
MISSOURI 
Kansas City, Lawrence & Topeka Electric Ry., 

Kannpas City souk ae emis einmie es ie eae 1919 12.00 250,000 400,000 None 
Kansas City Railways, Kansas City............ 1920 318.04 100,000 29,959,316 None 
Missouri Electric Railroad, St. Louis........... 1919 20.97 1,000,000 0,000 None 
United Railways Company of St. Louis......... 1919 463.18 41, "296, 000 50,690,000 4,200,000 

OHIO 
Cincinnati, Lawrenceburg & Aurora Electric 

Street Ran. Cincinnativencn mise octets 913 31.67 808,900 750,000 None 
Dayton, Springfield & Xenia Southern Ry., 

DaAytOn ck era taiendennieciale siepht aoe etapener ets tate 1923 2797 500,000 422,400 None 
Cincinnati & Dayton Traction Co., Hamilton... 1920 91.07 1,250,000 3,250,000 None 
Hocking-Sunday Creek Trac. Co., Nelsonville (6) 1923 14.99 223,000 00,000 None 
Indiana, Columbus & Eastern Traction Co. es 

Springfield’, - Ag. Sik cwiveeclesn cee meen 1921 201.49 4,025,000 7,900,000 200,000 
Tifin & Fostoria) Ry.,) Pitin daisies eelae ce ee 1925 15.00 (8) (8) (8) 
Dayton, Covington & Piqua Traction Co., West C 

Malton, 83. tars iehllere nih lorieine Seraehee araree rane 1922 34.00 1,150,000 550,000 18,000 

Net receiverships Dec. 31, 1925, 25 Cos.... 2,950.67 96,584,525 163,794,616 4,540,009 
Western States 
KANSAS 
Kansas ys Kaw Valley & Western Ry., gn 
fo} Ont \-< ARREARS Onn aotess 1924 42.31 740,500 1,374,500 None 
Toot ‘& Pittsbure pea e Pittsburg 1924 94.52 7,000,000 3,078,500 None 
MONTANA 
Helena Light & Railway Co., Helena............ 1925 18.50 935,000 878,000 None 
OKLAHOMA : é 
Oklahoma Railway, Oklahoma City............ 1924 138.45 5,595,900 5,815,000 None 
Tulsa Street Railway, Tulsa.............+..0+ 1925 23.00 80,000 771,000 None 
UTAH 
Salt Lake & Utah R.R., Salt Lake City.......... 1925 96.71 5,043,700 2,644,200 100,000 
Net receiverships Dec. 31, 1925, 6 Cos..... 413.49 19,895,100 15,561,200 100,000 
Recapitulation for United States 
Net receiverships Dec. 31, 1925, 60 Cos..... 4,164.09 136,277,920 213,473,587 7,960,000 
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The passenger business on this road 
is small, but as a freight carrier it 
is of much importance in establish- 
ing through service. 

The Columbus, Newark & Zanes- 
ville Traction Company, comprising 
91 miles of track, was reorganized 
early in the year as the Southern 
Ohio Public Service Company. 

Three small roads discontinued 
operation, receivers were discharged 
and the properties were dismantled. 
These were the Port Jervis Traction 
Company with a mileage of 4.78; the 
Alamance Railway, 8.40 miles, and 
the Charleston-Isle of Palms Trac- 
tion Company, 9 miles; a total of 22 
miles. 

The New York Railways is shown 
as having terminated its receiver- 
ship. This property was reorganized 
in 1924 and has been operated by the 
New York Railways Corporation for 
more than a year. Due to a tech- 
nicality the receiver has not been 
formerly discharged by the court, 
but as the old company is no longer 
an operating company it has been 
shown as emerging from receiver- 
ship. 

A complete story of the rehabilita- 
tion of the Interstate Consolidated 
Street Railway, Attleboro, Mass., 
was published in the Aug. 29 issue 
of this paper, page 321. The Toledo 
& Western Railroad was purchased 
outright at foreclosure sale by the 
Toledo & Western Railway and is 
now being operated as an important 
part in the latter’s transportation - 
service. Only two railways in 
Florida were in receivership at the 
beginning of the year, The Jackson- 
ville Traction Company and the Pen- 
sacola Electric Company. Both of 
these roads terminated their re- 
ceiverships during the year and have 
been restored to their owners. 

The mileage of roads going into 
receivership this year was greatly 
increased by the appointment of a 
receiver for the Detroit United Rail- 
way, about 614 miles of track being 
involved in this one. Operations 
of the property have been materially 
curtailed since the lines in Detroit 
were sold to the city some two years 
ago. ; 

Two other roads of more than 100 
miles went into receivership during 
the year. The Oklahoma Railway, 


(1) Practically all the property has been liquidated 
but receiver not yet discharged. 

(2) All the property has been sold and assets are 
being epee Receiver not yet discharged. 

(3) Sold at foreclosure sale. 

(4) Foreclosure sale advertised for Jan. 6, 1926. 

(5) Receiver appointed March 7, 1924. 

(6) Sold at foreclosure sale Deo. 4, 1925. Now 
under process of reorganization. 

(7) Operations permanently abeadoned. 

(8) Information not available. 
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Table V—Receiverships Terminated and Foreclosure Sales During 1925 


Miles of _————Outstanding Securities 


Rec2irers Discharged With or Without Foreclosure Single Track Receivers’ 
Sales or Following Abandonment Involved Stocks Bonds Certificates 
Interstate Consolidated Street Ry., Attleboro, Mass. (1)... 25.97 $275,000 None None Sold at foreclosure sale in 1925 and reorganized as 
Interstate Street Railwa: 
Northern Massachusetts Street Ry., Greenfield, Mass..... 44.09 500,000 300; 000) 05,62. ces Property liquidated and i oteiver discharged Dec. 12 
New York Railways, Eira KREIS Wotaiecg'eck «4 a.c06 85.01 17,495,060 48,673,027 None 
Port Jervis Traction GO POEL MOYVISS IN o> Xia ods cccaiaece ee 4.78 ,00 ,000 None Road has been dismantled. 
Slate Belt Transit Co., Pen Argyl, Pa.............-...-.. 18.00 180,000 180,000 None _ Reorganized and receiver discharged. 
Frankford, Tacony & Holmesburg St. Ry., Philadelphia, Pa 16.18 500,000 400,000 None Purchased and operated by the Philadelphia Rapid 
‘ : : Transit Company. 
Beech Grove Traction Co., Indianapolis, Ind.............-+ 3.90 150,000 100,000 None Property sold at receiver’s sale and reorganized as 
: i x Beech Grove Traction Corporation. 
Chicago, Lake Shore & South Bend R.R., MichiganCity;Ind. 70.86 6,000,000 4,692,000 None Sold at foreclosure sale and reorganized as Chicago, 
. South Shore & South Bend R.R. 
Maumee Valley Ry., Perrysburg, Ohio...........--...005 23.21 1,000,000 800,000 None Receiver discharged 
Ohio River Electric Railway & Power Co., Pomeroy, Ohio... 13.79 300,000 315,000 None Property sold and reorganized as Ohio River Railway 
5 Power Co. 
Cleveland, Alliance & Mahoning Valley R.R., Ravenna, 
Oy 920). 9.. 3 Pees WAU Aaa wie BL shel cieia ere bial el dele seelsiere,s 46.00 1,100,000 1,100,000 8,000 Purchased at receivers’ sale by Northern Realty Co., a 
subsidiary of Northern Ohio Traction & Light Co., 
r and operating as freight interurban. 
Toledo & Western R.R., Toledo, Ohio...........20.20005 89.00 2,000,000 2,000,000 None Purchased by the Toledo & Western Railway at fore- 
: closure sale. 
Columbus, Newark & Zanesville Traction Co., Springfield,O. 91.05 2,025,000 4,704,000 190,000 Reorganized as the Southern Ohio Public Service Co. 
Jacksonville Traction Co., Jacksonville, Fla..............5 60.00 1,500,000 3,267,000 128,791 Receiver discharged. 
Pensacola Electric Co., Pensacola, Fla........+seee0ce05 24.49 1,100,000 ~=1,721,770 None Purchased by Southeastern Power & Light Co. 
Receiver discharged Feb. 10. 
Valdosta Street Ry., Valdosta, Ga...... SASHA OSB Gan 5.00 50,000 1,500 $383 Receiver discharged 
Jamance Railway, Burlington, N. C..........20.0-+0005 8.40 60,000 120 None Road has been dismantled. 
Charleston-Isle of Palms Traction Co., Charleston, S.C... . 9.00 527,000 250,000 None Company liquidated and operations ceased. 
lenver Tramway Co., Denver, Colo.........+-+eeeeeeee 226.14 6,156,300 17,351,710 None’ Receiver discharged and reorganized as Denver 
Tramway Corporation. 
Total of receiverships terminated (19 companies)....... 864.87 $40,948,360 $86,126,127 $319,174 
Foreclosures but Receivers Not Yet Discharged 
BMBAC OI Sbok ys, OACONIA, IN. Ese re cc cces deer ess tcesec 8.00 $140,000 $91,000 None 
North Branch Transit Co., Bloomsburg, Pa.............. .00 500,000 532,500 $45,000 y 
Hocking-Sunday Creek Traction Co., Nelsonville, Ohio.... 14.99 223,000 300,000 None Foreclosure sale Dec. 4. Now being reorganized as 
Nelsonville-Athens Electric Ry. 
Tiffin & Fostoria Ry., Tiffin, Ohio......... ccc cece eee Vee Te oi 2 bis ys Pir a0) Sa ee a Information not available. 
Total of foreclosure sales without receivers’ discharge 
i Bs SIO 2S) eee neg ee Sa 67.99 $863,000 $923,500 $45,000 


Foreclosures Without Receiverships in 1924 


arene valley Forge & Strafford Electric Ry., Phoenix- ‘ 
RUNS UPRIMEe RRM ie hy eis Sil cie ae ceo cys ole Bie so tree in a clece : 
Mt. Manitou Park & Incline Ry., Colorado Springs, Colo. Tia 
Gainesville Ry., Gainesville, Ga.....5....2..0ces cece ees 10. 


Wasi ataen take cam stats ieee ete Information not available. 


Service abandoned. 


138.4 miles, and the Indianapolis & Cincinnati Traction 
Company, 101 miles. Next to these in importance are 
the Salt Lake & Utah Railroad, the Boston & Worcester 
Street Railway and the Chicago, Lake Shore & South 
Bend Railway, mentioned in a foregoing paragraph. 

Next to the Detroit United Railway the largest prop- 
erties remaining in receivership at the close of last 
year are the United Railways of St. Louis, with a total 
of 460.93 miles, and the Kansas City Railways, with 
314.88 miles. Both of these companies are now in the 
process of reorganization. It was planned to sell the 
Kansas City property at foreclosure on Dec. 15 but it 
has been found necessary to postpone the sale until 
early this month. The reorganization plan has been 
approved by a large majority of the security holders 
and is acceptable to the court. The St. Louis company 
will undoubtedly perfect its reorganization plans and 
emerge from receivership during this year. 


Super-Highway Plan Progressing 
in Detroit 


OPULAR attention was vividly attracted to a sug- 

gestion made by the Detroit Rapid Transit Commis- 
sion, a little more than a year ago for the construction 
of a system of super-highways, each 212 ft. wide and 
extending from Detroit radially in a number of direc- 
tions. The plan was described on page 52 of the issue 
of this paper for July 12, 1924. Recently two more 
reports bearing on this subject, but relating more 
particularly to means for expediting traffic downtown, 
have been presented to the city authorities. One of 
these was an analysis of traffic conditions on a number 
of Detroit business streets made by the Rapid Transit 


Commission. The other was a report entitled ‘‘Carry- 
ing Out the Master Plan” by an advisory committee, 
made up of the corporation counsel, the prosecuting 
attorney of Wayne County, the Board of County 
Auditors, the City Plan Commission and the Rapid 
Transit Commission. 

The former report summarizes the traffic conditions 
of the Grand Boulevard and streets leading to it on 
June 19, 1925, for a period of twelve hours from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. The Grand Boulevard belts the city at a 
distance of about 3 miles from the center and is 11 
miles long. Everywhere it is 150 ft. wide and in some 
places 200 ft. wide, and the Rapid Transit Commission 
says that it is an example of far-visioned city planning 
that may well serve as an inspiration to those responsible 
for the present planning of the city of the future. It 
has now come to be one of the most used traffic arteries 
of the city, articulating as it does with all the radial 
avenues which are characteristic of the city plan of 
Detroit. 

It is found that at times the movement of traffic on 
the Boulevard amounts to 679 vehicles per traffic lane. 
This number is near the point of saturation, which. is 
believed to be 800 vehicles per traffic lane under the 
present “Stop and Go” regulations. To improve condi- 
tions, the commission recommends the widening of a 
number of streets and opening of others, the most im- 
portant being the development of Vernor Highway to be 
150 ft. wide at points and 120 ft. wide at other points, 
extending north and south through the city, at a cost 
of $5,279,000. 

The report of the advisory committee approved this 
plan and discussed the legislation necessary and the cost 
for this and other proposed improvements. 
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Seven-Cent Ticket Rate 
in Spokane 


Application for a 10-cent cash and a 
7-cent ticket fare to become effective 
on Feb. 1, 1926, was filed by the Spo- 
kane United Railways, Spokane, Wash., 
on Dec. 28. Unless a protest is made 
the fare will become effective auto- 
matically. The comany had petitioned 
for a 10-cent cash fare, with a ticket 
rate of thirteen for $1 or 7.69 cents 
each. Under the new tariff filed five 
tickets would be sold for 35 cents. 
State officials indicated that the Spo- 
kane United Railways management and 
the City Council of Spokane had 
reached an agreement on this rate. 

Formal notice was filed on Oct. 16 
with the Mayor and the City Commis- 
sioners of Spokane to the effect that the 
Spokane United Railways intended fil- 
ing a schedule for increased rates with 
the Department of Public Works of the 
State of Washington calling for a 10- 
cent cash fare, a 7.69-cent ticket rate 
and with school tickets remaining at 4 
cents. Stern opposition to the proposed 
increase was voiced by Charles A. 
Fleming, Mayor and Commissioner of 
Public Utilities of the city, in his report 
to the City Council on Nov. 5. The 
present rate is 7 cents cash with a 
6-cent ticket rate. 


Ordinance Looks Toward 
Cleveland Subway 


Petitions for an initiated ordinance, 
to float a $30,000,000 bond issue for 
subways in Cleveland, are in circula- 
tion. The movement was started by 
Councilman Peter Witt, formerly city 
street railway commissioner. Five 
thousand signatures are needed to put 
the ordinance before the City Council. 
The petition calls for three lines, one 
across Superior Avenue from the east- 
erly limits of the city, via the high level 
bridge and Clifton Avenue on the west 
side; a second running westerly from 
Cedar Avenue and East Boulevard, on 
the east side, to University Circle, west 
on Euclid to Huron Road and over the 
proposed Huron-Lorain bridge to West 
35th Street, and a third northerly from 
East 93d Street and Miles Avenue, to 
Buckeye Road and northwesterly to 
Woodland Avenue and to the Public 
Square. Mr. Witt’s idea is to pay off 
the bonds in 25 years and to have them 
bear 6 per cent interest. 


Mayor Signs $1,200,000 Offer 
for Rainier Line 


Mayor Edwin J. Brown recently 
signed the ordinance passed by the City 
Council of Seattle, Wash., binding itself 
to an offer of $1,200,000 for the lines 
of the Seattle & Rainier Valley Rail- 
way. Immediately a referendum move 
was started to put the deal to a vote of 


the citizens of Seattle. Petitions for 
such a referendum have been circulated 
by those residents of Rainier Valley 
who oppose the purchase. As a counter- 
move, residents of the valley who favor 
the purchase, and who claim to be 98 
per cent of the residents, issued post- 
cards to all Seattle voters urging 
against the referendum and request- 
ing voters not to sign the petition. 


The card points out that “purchase 
will give the city monopoly of street 
railway transportation, assuring val- 
ley residents equal rights and privi- 
leges with the rest of the city.” The 
campaign for referendum is headed by 
E. F. Blaine, former chairman of the 
State Public Service Commission, aided 
by E. F. Markham, president of the 
Rainier Valley Commercial Club. 


Pay of Connecticut Men Unchanged 


Arbitrators Continue Base Rate at 60 Cents, but Increase Bus Men 
3 Cents—Shop Men Benefited—Minority Report to Be Filed 
—Company Sought Reduction 


HERE will be no increase in pay for 

trainmen of the Connecticut Com- 
pany, New Haven, but 38 cents addi- 
tional an hour has been awarded to 
bus operators. This establishes a dif- 
ferential of 10 cents an hour for bus 
operators over the basic rate of 60 
cents an hour, instead of the present 
7-cent differential. It represents the 
finding of the board of-arbitration, con- 
curred in by the neutral arbitrator and 
the arbitrator for the company. The 
member of the board chosen by the 
men dissented. The finding was made 
public on Dec. 22. 

The request of the men that the right 
of seniority be extended to include the 
operation of buses was denied by the 
board on the grounds that “it would 
result in great injustice to the present 
motor bus operators if their right to 
maintain their present jobs should be 
taken away ...,” and further that “the 
offer of the company to, extend the 
right of seniority to the trolley oper- 
ators in all cases where any vacancy 
hereafter occurs in existing bus lines 
and to all new buses hereafter put in 
operation, is an eminently just and fair 
one and is hereby sustained.” 


OTHER SLIGHT CHANGES 


The award of the board effected an- 
other slight change in wages, concern- 
ing only about twenty men, in that it 
established that all shop and power 
station employes, some of whom are 
now receiving less pay than others for 
the same work, should be paid an equal 
wage and that this should be the high- 
est rate now paid by the company in 
these various lines. 

An unusual feature of the award is 
that the bus operators, receiving the 
only wage increase, made no demand 
for a rate of pay higher than the one- 
man trolley operators. About 100 bus 
operators are affected by the increase 
and with the retroactive provision they 
will receive approximately $50 each in 
back pay. 

As set forth in the award the pres- 
ent rates of pay to trolleymen are as 
follows: 53 cents an hour for the first 


three months of employment; 56 cents 
an hour for the next nine months, and 
thereafter 60 cents an hour as the gen- 
eral basic rate, plus a differential rate 
of 7 cents an hour for operators of one- 
man cars and buses. 

The demands of the men were that 
these rates be increased to 170 cents 
in the first instance; to 72 cents in 
the second and 75 cents in the third, 
the basic rate. They demanded that 
the differential rate for one-man car 
and bus operators be made 15 cents 
above the basic rate. 

The Connecticut Company sought to 
reduce the wage scale to 47 cents in 
the first instance, to 51 in the second 
and to 55 in the third or basic rate. 
The company asked for a reduction of 
the differential rate to 5 cents above the 
basic rate. 

In reviewing the claims of each side 
the arbitration board found that the 
men. claimed there had been a shortage 
or “lag” in pay over a period of twelve 
years and that the rate should be in- 
creased so this amount would be made 
up over the same period of time. The 
Connecticut Company claimed there 
should be a reduction in the future 
because of the “excess” of actual earn- 
ings now over the cost of living during 
the same period. 

The board held that neither claim 
was valid because of arbitration agree- 
ments covering the years from 1921 to 
1925, which precluded bringing up such 
questions again, the legal theory of 
arbitration being that the disposition 
of its subject matter is final. 

The decision was written by Charles 
Kleiner of New Haven, neutral mem- 
ber and chairman of the arbitration 
board which included Joseph F. Berry, 
Hartford, representing the Connecticut 
Company, and James H. Vahey, Bos- 
ton, representing the union. Mr. Berry 
added his signature to the finding which 
was signed by Mr. Kleiner, and the 
award with its requirement of two sig- 
natures becomes final. 

Mr. Vahey did not sign the finding. 
It is expected that he will file a minor- 
ity decision. 
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“We Are”—“Will You” Slogan 
in Allentown 


The Lehigh Valley Transit Company, 
Allentown, Pa., is conducting an inten- 
sive safety campaign through its gen- 
eral safety committee. The members 
_ of the committee are visiting personally 
all owners and operators of trucks in 
the territory of 218 miles of track 
traversed by the company and are talk- 
ing to people on the street corners and 
in the cars. The members of the com- 
mittee are designated by an arm band 
with large green letters, “General Safety 
Committee L. V. T. Co.” Talks have 
been given before all the luncheon, 
civic and woman’s clubs in the entire 
district. Newspaper articles have ap- 
peared periodically. Mass meetings of 
the men have been held, with addresses 
by the mayors and other officials of 
the various cities. 

At the mass meeting of the men held 
on Dec. 18 in the assembly hall of the 
company four prizes were awarded for 
the best safety suggestions brought in 
by the men. One of the prizes was 
awarded for a slogan which will be 
adopted by the company and used on 
the cars of the company after the first 
of the year. The slogan is as follows: 

WE ARE 


WILL YOU 
2 


ASK THE 
MOTORMAN OR CONDUCTOR 

All employees will wear buttons with 
this slogan on it, “the object being, we 
are working to safeguard the highways, 
will you co-operate with us?” Another 
prize was awarded for a poem entitled 
“The Head-Gear.” This was composed 
by one of the conductors. This poem is 
appearing in the newspapers over the 
entire system of the company. 

The drive has been one of the most 
_ successful ‘and the most interesting 
that has ever been conducted by the 
company. It is under the direct super- 
vision of H. F. Dicke, vice-president and 
general manager, and KE. C. Spring, 
general superintendent. 
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Key System Passengers 
- Questioned About Riding Habits 


In an effort to solve two transporta- 
tion problems affecting the East Bay 
cities of California the State Railroad 
Commission has drawn up a question- 
naire for passengers traveling to and 
from Oakland and San Francisco on 
ferryboats of the Key System Transit 
Company and the Southern Pacific 
Company. 

It is hoped at the answers to this 
questionnaire will shed light on the 
contention of the Key company offi; 
cials, who are seeking increased ferry 
and car fares, that the fares now be- 
ing collected are too low for the aver- 
age trip mileage and that they also will 
answer the question as to whether the 
Key company is over supplied with 
ferryboats- 

Four questions are being put to ferry 
passengers: 

1. Is this a single trip or are you travel- 
ing upon commute or free ticket? 

2. At which street or station do you 
leave the train? 

3. After leaving the train what is your 


immediate destination and that is near the 
intersection of what street? 


4, If you use a street car to complete 
your trip, what is the number or letter of 
the route used? 

Since the Key company ordered two 
new ferryboats built recently the con- 
tention has been raised that the com- 
pany does not need them, that it al- 
ready has too many boats and that it 
maintains an uneconomical service 
throughout the day, with the result 
reflected in the net revenues and a 
demand for higher ferry fares. 

To this Key company officials have 
replied that some of their old boats 
now in service cost so much to main- 
tain that it has been deemed an econ- 
omy to buy new ones to replace them. 


Making the Punishment 
Fit the Crime 


Drivers of motor vehicles in Buffalo, 
N. Y., who approach within 7 ft. of a 
standing street car are being arrested 
for violation of the traffic ordinances 
as the result of a campaign started by 
the Buffalo Courier, a newspaper, with 
the co-operation of the police depart- 
ment and the International Railway. 
The railway reproduced a cartoon pub- 
lished in the Courier showing the 1-ft. 
safety zone around standing street cars 
and these were displayed on cards at- 
tached to the front and rear ends of 
every street car in the city. Fines have 
been imposed upon several ‘hundred 
motorists in this campaign, with the 
result that accidents resulting from 
drivers injuring passengers boarding 
and alighting have been materially re- 
duced. 


COMING MEETINGS 


OF 


Electric Railway and 
Allied Associations 


Jan. 6—American Society of Civil 
Engineers, Engineering Societies 
Building, 29 West 39th Street, New 
York, N. Y. 

Jan. 8—Metropolitan Section 
A.E.R.A., Engineering Societies 
Building, 29 West 39th Street, New 
York, N. Y., 8 p.m.; Informal dinner, 


Keen’s Chop House, 72 West 36th 
Street, 6:15 p.m. 

Jan. 14-15 — Kentucky Association 
of Public Utilities, Annual Meeting, 
Brown Hotel, Louisville, Ky. 


Jan. 20-21—Central Electric Traf- 
fic Association, Miami Hotel, Day- 
ton, Ohio. 

Jan. 22-23—Central Electric Rail- 
way Accountants’ Association, 
Miami Hotel, Dayton, Ohio. 

Jan. 26-29—Society of Automotive 
Engineers, Annual Meeting, Detroit, 
Mich. 

Jan. 27—New York Electric Rail- 
way Association, Hotel Commodore, 
New York, N. Y. 

Jan. 28-29—Central Electric Rail- 
way Association, Lincoln Hotel, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Feb. 11—Central Electric Railway 
Master Mechanics’ Association, 
Portage Hotel, Akron, Ohio. 

April 13-16—Southwestern Public 
Service Association, Galveston, Tex. 


$12,000,000 Electrification 
for Long Island 


Vice-President Le Boutillier of the 
Long Island Railroad on Dec. 24 laid 
plans before Chief Engineer Randolph 
Nixon of the Public Service Commis- 
sion for further electrification of the 
Long Island from 1926 to 1929 at a 
cost of $12,600,000. 

The improvements follow: 


In 1926, electrification of the Bay Ridge 
Division and the Bay Ridge yards, $4,- 
040,000. 

In 1927, electrification of the Montauk 
Division, from Long Island City to Holban 
yards and the yards at Long Island: City, 
Blissville, Fresh Pond and © Holban, 
$6,010,000. 

In 1928, electrification of freight sidings 
on the North Side Division, the main line 
between Long Island City and Jamaica and 
on the Atlantic Division, $1,205,000. 

In 1929, electrification of the remainder 
of freight sidings in territory now electri- 
fied for passenger service, $595,000. 


With the exception of $710,000 in 
1926 for seven electric locomotives for 
electrification of the Floral Park- 
Mineola extension from Hempstead 
Crossing to Valley Stream, Mr. Le 
Boutillier said the proposed expendi- 
tures have to do with freight lines only. 


Wage Increase on 
Illinois Traction 


A flat wage increase of 5 cents an 
hour, an increase of 4 cent in the mile- 
age rate and 50 per cent increase in 
overtime with the provision that the 
present closed shop be maintained, are 
the terms of the new agreement be- 
tween the Illinois Traction System and 
its trainmen. Under the new schedule 
the pay of motormen, conductors and 
brakemen will be from 55 to 70 cents 
an hour. The old agreement expired on 
Nov. 30, but the men continued at work 
pending an adjustment. Their contract 
provides that there shall be no inter- 
ruption of service while negotiations on 
a new contract are under way. It is 
understood that the wage settlement 
applies only to the main line of the 
Illinois Traction System, which is ex- 
clusive of what is known as the Illinois 
Valley Division, which runs from Ot- 
tawa west. 


On the Air with P.R.T. 


After the Philadelphia captain of in- 
dustry, his day at the office finished, 
has donned the old carpet slippers and 
stoked up the favorite pipe he can now 
tune in on station WLIT and hear the 
versatile artists of the Philadelphia 
Rapid Transit Company in action. Even 
to these lengths have the efforts to- 
ward building up a lasting spirit of 
public good will gone. 

With the installation of a radio con- 
trol room at its carhouse at Tenth and 
Luzerne Streets the P. R. T. made its 
opening bow to the radio public on Dec. 
2. An unusually well-rounded program 
was given, over a period of two hours, 


by the P. R. T. Brass Band of 110 
pieces, one of the largest industrial 
bands in the country; the P. R. T. 


String Club, of 25 instruments; the 
Temport Serenaders, a _ twelve - piece 
jazz orchestra which has made quite a 
name for itself in playing for various 
dances of the employees, and a mixed 
quartet. It is planned to continue the 
concerts on alternate Wednesday 
evenings. 
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Construction Work in 
Buffalo Ordered 


The Public Service Commission under 
an order issued on Dec. 28 directs the 
International Railway, Buffalo, N. Y., 
as follows: 


On or before July 1, 1926, to complete 
reconstruction of its tracks in Grant Street. 

On or before Sept. 1, 1926, to complete 
reconstruction of its tracks in Walden 
Avenue from the east side of Genesee 
Street to the New York Central Railroad 
undercrossing. 

On or before Nov. 1, 1926, to complete 
reconstruction of its tracks in Walden 
Avenue from the Erie Railroad undercross- 
ing to the Delaware, Lackawanna & West- 
ern Railroad undercrossing. 


The city, under a complaint filed, 
asked for an order to compel the rail- 
way to reconstruct the pavement in 
Main Street from Hertel Avenue to the 
eity line and in Walden Avenue and 
Grant Street, it having entered into 
contracts for repavements, and had 
notified the railway to repave between 
and for 2 ft. outside its tracks. Com- 
missioner Pooley, the sitting commis- 
sioner, in a memorandum approved by 
the commission, says the commission is 
not concerned with the question of re- 
pavement, that being governed by law 
requiring the railway to keep in perma- 
nent repair that part of the street 
occupied by it, and in case of neglect 
by the company the city can do the 
work at the expense of the company. 

The commission says: 


We are concerned, however, with regard 
to the manner in which street car lines are 
conducted and operated and with respect 
to adequacy, security and accommodations 
afforded by their service, and the scope of 
this investigation has been confined to a 
consideration of the safety of the tracks in 
question with respect to transportation of 
passengers. 


Last Staten Island Line 
Electrified 


The Staten Island Rapid Transit 
Company completed on Dec. 24 the 
electrification of its passenger train 
service. On Dec. 25 it operated its first 
electric train over the north shore divi- 
sion from St. George to Arlington. 

Operations over the electrified sys- 
tem were initiated by General Superin- 
tendent M. L. McElheny. Officials of 
the company made the first trip. The 
new electric trains will reduce by four 
minutes the running time over the 
north shore division. The only steam 
locomotives still in operation by the 
company will be used to haul freight. 


$98,000 Asked for Preparatory 
Work for Pittsburgh Subway 


The recently created Department of 
Rapid Transit of Pittsburgh, Pa., has 
requested the City Council for twenty 
new positions with salaries totaling 
$60,884 annually. Besides, the depart- 


ment has asked for $13,116 for general | 


expenses and special services and $24,- 
000 for consulting engineer’s fees and 
expenses. The appropriation request 
for next year aggregated $98,000. The 
Rapid Transit Department was created 
to supervise all city-owned transporta- 
tion facilities, particularly the proposed 
$6,000,000 subway. Officials of the de- 
partment, appointed last September, all 
serve without pay. A letter which ac- 
companied the request for the appro- 
priation said the estimates were based 
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on the assumption that the Council, as 
a result of recommendations of the 
Traffic Commission, would take action 
soon to authorize subway construction. 


Increase in Fare Asked 
in Shreveport 


A petition for a change in rates for 
Shreveport, La., has been filed with the 
Louisiana’ Public Service Commission 
by the Shreveport Railways. The peti- 
tion is an amendment. to an original 
petition asking an 8-cent fare with a 
4-cent fare for children. 

The new rate asked is a straight fare 
of 7 cents for adults and 3% cents for 
school children. The present rate is 
7 cents cash fare, four tickets for 25 
cents or seventeen for $1. School 
children pay a 23-cent fare. 

Capt. H. B. Hearn, president of the 
Shreveport Railways, announced that 
the company plans to increase service 
and to make other improvements. 


Receiver Confident St. Louis Will 
Be Just 


Rolla Wells, receiver for the United 
Railways, St. Louis, Mo., in a series 
of addresses to the employees in recent 
weeks, has expressed the belief that the 
public of the city will receive favor- 
ably an application from the company 
for a new franchise with a rate of fare 
sufficiently high to compensate capital 
for investing in the railway. 

He has pointed out that the reorgan- 
ization plan is fair to the public and 
that the public in turn should be fair 
to the investors in the railway’s securi- 
ties. In this connection he pointed out 
that the stockholders of the United 
Railways have not had a dividend in 
years and that it is manifestly unfair 
to ask the man who by his investment 
provides railway facilities to serve the 
publie without pay. 

In conclusion he expressed the belief 
that the changed attitude on the part 
of patrons, press and city officials 
toward the United Railways will result 
in the enactment of a franchise which 
will make possible the best railway 
service St. Louis has had in years. 


News Notes 


Traction Employee to Be Tried.— 
The trial of Harry H. Hershey, charged 
with embezzlement of $41.006 from 
three utility companies of Lancaster, 
Pa., will be held in the January term of 
court. Mr. Hershey was an employee 
of the accounting department of the 
Conestoga Traction Company. 


Affirms Old Order.—The Publie Serv- 
ice Commission on Dec. 28 affirmed its 
order made in January, 1925, in the 
matter of the operation of one-mau 
cars by the International Railway in 
Buffalo. The order which dismissed the 
complaint of the city of Buffalo against 
the use of one-man cars and suggested 
supplemental rules for safety was 
reviewed in the ELEcTRIC RAILWAY 
JOURNAL of Jan. 17, page 116. 


WAY JOURNAL 


Vol. 67, No. 1 


Christmas Bonus Awarded at Nash- 
ville—The management of the Nash- 
ville Railway & Light. Sompany, 
Nashville, Tenn., played Santa Claus to 
its employees recently by distributing 
$3,240 in bonuses to men who have led 
the field in safe operation during the 
past three months. This amount made 
the year’s total given to operating em- 
ployees $11,222. Sharing this gift were 
119 motormen and operators who had 
orerated three months without an ac- 
cident. They had attended every safety 
meeting held by the company. With 
them were 107 conductors. 


Fares Advanced at Joplin——The City 
Commission of Joplin, Mo., on Dec. 22 
adopted a resolution to grant the Jop- 
lin & Pittsburg Railway an increase 
in street car and bus fares from 5 to 74 
cents. The new rate will be in effect 
during a trial period of six months, 
starting on Jan. 1.. The proposal for 
increased fares was made by a com- 
mittee of the Chamber of Commerce 
after it had studied the local transpor- 
tation problems. 


Fare Lowered.—The Public Utilities 
Commission of the District of Columbia 
has authorized the Capital Traction 
Company, Washington, D. C., to reduce 
the rate of fare on its Chevy Chase 
Loop bus line to 5 cents, with twenty 
tickets to be sold for $1. No transfer 
privileges will be extended to the users 
of this ticket. 


Short Time Grant Sought.—Nego- 
tiations looking toward a short-time 
franchise for the Canton-Akron inter- 
urban line of the Northern Ohic Trac- 
tion & Light Company have been 
started by A. C. Blinn, general man- 
ager. He asked the county for per- 
mission to operate without a franchise 
until 1927. The commissioners refused 
the request and declared they would 
give the company until Jan. 11 to obtain 
consent of a majority of the property 
owners for a renewal of the franchise. 
Mr. Blinn agreed to accept a new fran- 
chise if it specifically stated operation 
could be abandoned any time at the dis- 
cretion of the management. 


Wages Advanced Five Cents.—Em- 
ployees of the Jacksonville Traction 
Company, Jacksonville, Fla., have re- 
ceived a pay increase of 5 cents an 
hour effective on Jan. 1. This increase 
is in addition to the 8 cents an hour 
granted in September. J. P. Ingle, gen- 
eral manager of the company, in an- 
nouncing the boost said that the total 
of 8 cents over the 1925 scale would 
amount to $70,000 during 1926. Mr. 
Ingle said the increase, was decided on 
as the result of the increased living 
costs in Florida. It will result in the 
average trainman of the company re- 
ceiving approximately $165 per month. 


Polite System Introduced—The Ar- 
kansas Central Power Company, Little 
Rock, Ark., hag put its employees un- 
der the polite code, with a card bearing 
the car operator’s name placed above 
the motorman’s station. Superintendent 
Koonce is responsible for this innova- 
tion. He says) banks and _ business 
houses find it a good way to establish 
better relations between their employees 
and the public. He believes that the 
men like the plan and show a pride in 
the representation given them. 


_ placed by buses. 
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Buses Authorized in Columbia 


The dawn of the new year in Co- 
lumbia, S. C., will see in operation a 
fleet of ten 29-passenger White buses 
of the ‘‘pay-as-you-enter” city type, a 
certificate for operation having been 
granted the Carolina Transit Company 
of Columbia, S. C., by Samuel McGowan, 
chief highway commissioner. i 

Ten buses will operate over five 
routes and will provide transportation 
facilities to sections of Columbia not 
now served by the street car system 
of the Columbia Railway, Gas & Elec- 
tric Company. Suburbs will also be 
served and one town, New Brookland, 
across the Congaree River from Co- 
lumbia. Ten-cent fares will be charged 
with 5-cent fares for school children 
and three tickets or tokens will be sold 
for 25 cents. 

The granting of the certificate to op- 
erate came after negotiations which 
had been somewhat protracted. The 
transportation situation in Columbia 
has been much in the public eye in re- 
cent months, three factors being in- 
volved, the 10-cent jitneys. the street 
cars and the bus lines. The various 


stages in the controversy have been . 


referred to in these pages. 

After holding the application for the 
permit in abeyance for some time, 
during which efforts were made to find 
out what the people of the city wanted, 
the highway commissioner granted the 
petition for a certificate to operate. A 
number of communications were di- 
rected to the commissioner, practically 
all of these favoring the operation of 
the buses, and so the application was 
granted. In the meanwhile, the 10-cent 
jitneys continue their operations, 
though the City Council at a recent 
meeting passed an ordinance which 
gives it power of regulating the jitneys 
to operate on certain streets, should it 
deem such action advisable. The jit- 
neys at present run anywhere they like, 
carry only white passengers and charge 
10-cent fares. 


Buses in Newton 


Buses will take the place of railway 
cars in the town of Newton, Mass., and 
in those adjacent towns that are served 
by the Middlesex & Boston Street 
Railway. In a recent all-night special 
session the Newton Board of Aldermen 
granted the company an_ exclusive 
franchise for the operation of buses. 
Within 60 days the cross-town and 
Bemis lines of trolleys are to be re- 
The cross-town cars 
run from Newton to Waltham and the 
Bemis line runs between Newton and 
Waltham. 

Another line from Lake Street to 
Newton Highlands, via Newton Center, 
and to Watertown and Needham, will 
be motorized by Oct. 26, 1926, or by 
January, 1927, at the, latest. Extra 
service is to be required of the company 
as soon as these three lines are pro- 
vided with buses. The company asked 
for a subsidy of $10,000 from the town, 


| Recent Bus I 


. chise from the city of Jamestown. 


but this subsidy was refused by the 
Aldermen. Only two lines of street 
cars will be left when the new buses 
are in operation. 


Bus Lines in Jamestown 
to Suspend 


Notice that it intends to discontinue 
bus service on all lines in Jamestown, 
N. Y., in the nea future was served 
upon the City Council on Dec. 22 by 
the Jamestown Motor Bus Transporta- 
tion Company. There was no open 
session discussion of the proposal to 
abandon the bus lines by the Council, 
but that body voted to have a special 
committee of five men make a gen- 
eral survey of the bus situation, as 
well as the proposal of the Chautauqua 
Traction Company to abandon its line 
between Ashville and Mayville and of 
the Lake Erie Motor Coach Lines’ re- 
quest for permission to operate buses 
between Jamestown and Buffalo. 

The owners concluded: 

1. That even without considering 
anything for depreciation, the expense 
of operating the Jamestown Motor Bus 
Corporation is greater than its revenue. 
In other words, the buses have not paid 
the actual cash outlay necessary from 
day to day to keep them going. 

2. That during approximately four 
years of operation the entire invest- 
ment of $50,000 in buses has been 
wiped out by depreciation and the 
company has been unable to earn any 
reserve to make the depreciation good. 

W. A. Broadhead of the railway said: 

We are faced with this problem, shall we 
now put into the company enough addi- 
tional capital (at least $30,000) to purchase 
six new buses? Not only is there no pros- 
pect that we would earn any return on 
the money so invested, but it appears that 
the entire investment would be wiped out 
by the rapid depreciation against which no 
reserve could be earned. 

The deficit incurred in the last sixteen 
months is $12,738. It would be nothing 
short of fool-hardy to make a new invest- 
ment in this kind of business. 

The officers of this company are not un- 
appreciative of the importance of this 
transportation in the development of the 
city. These conclusions are reached with 
regret but they are cold facts which face 
us when the demand for more money for 
new equipment is made. 

At a time in the near future when use 
of the present equipment becomes imprac- 
ticable this company will be obliged to 
discontinue its operations. That date we 
have not fixed yet but it. will not be long 
deferred. . 

Pending the fixing of such date we will 
be glad to have you examine the auditors’ 
statements in detail and give the trans- 
portation problem your careful considera- 
tion, and we will be glad to furnish you 
any information which will be of service 
to you. 


Some four years ago the Jamestown 
Motor Bus Corporation engaged in the 
operation of a bus service under a fran- 
The 
decision to stop operation is under- 
stood to have been based on an exam- 
ination made by the administrators of 
the estates of Shelden B. Broadhead 
and Almet N. Broadhead, who had 
financed the operation. The Broad- 
heads control both the Jamestown 
Street Railway and the Chautauqua 
Traction Company. 


Service at Cost Suggested for 
Washington Buses 


F. W. Doolittle, vice-president of the 
North American Company, which has 
taken over the routes of the Washing- 
ton Rapid Transit Company, operating 
buses in Washington, D. C., wants rates 
fixed to provide a limited return on a 
fixed valuation, with the surplus de- 
voted to extending bus facilities. Mr. 
Doolittle wants the bus properties 
valued by the Public Utilities Commis- 
sion and a reasonable return on that 
valuation allowed in the fixing of fares. 
The return in the case of other public 
utilities in the District is 7% per cent. 
Over and above this Mr. Doolittle would 
put the profits into cutting fares and 
improving service. Mr. Doolittle said: 


The company’s Sixteenth Street line is 
paying well. This should not be taken as 
an indication of the profitableness of bus 
operation under existing rates of fare, as 
adequate service to the community will re- 
quire transportation routes upon which the 
same density of business cannot be expected 
to develop. 

It is intended to apply to the commission 
to prescribe a service-at-cost procedure, by 
which the returns the company will be per- 
mitted to earn will be definitely understood, 
this plan to provide that excess earnings be 
utilized for extensions of service or reduc- 
tions in fares. 

Alexander Shapiro of the Milwaukee 
Electric Railway & Light Company, 
controlled by the North American Com- 
pany, has been sent to Washington to 


study the present bus system. 


Oklahoma City Bus Lines Create 
New Business 


The bus lines recently established by 
the Oklahoma Railway, in Oklahoma 
City, to supplement street car service 
are actually creating new business for 
the company. The North Hudson and 
Walker bus line established several 
weeks ago is already making money 
for the company. A new line, to be 
known as the Blackwelder line, has 
been established to run from the termi- 
nal and down-town shopping district 
northwesterly to and beyond the Okla- 
homa City University. The receipts on 
this line are encouraging. According 
to the receivers many automobile own- 
ers who have not heretofore patronized 
the street cars are riding these buses 
because by so doing they eliminate 
parking problems and are carried di- 
rect to the retail center of the city at 
less cost. 


Bus Company in Napa Formed 


Articles of incorporation of the Napa 
Valley Bus Company, a subsidiary of 
the San Francisco, Napa & Calistoga 
Railway, Napa, Cal., were filed recently 
and the new company has applied to the 
State Railroad Commission for a per- 
mit to operate an auto stage line 
through the Napa Valley between 
Vallejo and Calistoga. 

It will be necessary for the electric 
railway to take off some of its trains in 
the near future owing to a decrease in 
traffic, it is stated, and it is the inten- 
tion of the.railroad to fill any such 
vacancies in its schedule with the mo- 
tor stages. The buses will be used for 
passenger service only, and the pas- 
sengers’ baggage, which may be checked 
on their ticket, wi!l follow later on an 
electric train. 
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Bus Service Enlarged.—The New 
York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad 
has been given authority by the Public 
Utilities Department of Massachusetts 
to operate a bus line between the towns 
of South Braintree and North Easton, 
the route passing through Braintree, 
Randolph, Stoughton, Easton and into 
North Easton. At the same time the 
company was authorized to operate 
buses from North Easton to Canton, 
passing through Easton, Stoughton and 
Canton. The town of Needham voted, 
in town meeting, to instruct its Board 
of Selectmen to grant the New Haven 
Railroad a license to run buses through 
the town on the way from Needham 
Junction to Newton Highlands, and it is 
expected that this service will be 
started immediately. 


Buses in Erie.—The Erie Coach Com- 
pany, a subsidiary of the Erie Railways, 
Erie, Pa., is operating four 29-passen- 
ger Yellow buses over a route of 3 
miles at a 10-cent fare. Some time ago 
A. R. Myers, president of the company, 
said that he was prepared to operate 
a bus line from the West Lake Road 
over the new state highway leading to 
the Erie Peninsula if the necessity ex- 
isted for such travel. 


Bus Lines to Pay $200.—Under the 
terms of a new ordinance adopted by 
the Common Council of Neenah, Wis., 
effective Jan. 1, 1926, bus lines operat- 
ing in the city will be required to pay 
a license fee of $200 instead of $50 
for each bus operated as the share of 
the growing cost of maintenance of 
streets. Several of the Councilmen fa- 
vored raising the fee to $500 a year for 
each bus, but it was felt that in a test 
case the courts might hold this fee 
unreasonable. 


New P. R. T. Line Started.—The 
Philadelphia Rural Transit Company, 
a subsidiary of the Philadelphia Rapid 
Transit Company, Philadelphia, Pa., has 
added a new bus route to its city-wide 
system. The new route, authorized by 
the Council and approved by the Pub- 
lic Service Commission, was planned to 
increase transportation facility along 
the Delaware riverfront. The route 
will provide transportation along the 
port of Philadelphia, particularly for 
workers of the industries located there. 
The standard single-deck gas-electric 
buses are being operated. . The fare is 
10 cents with 3-cent exchanges to all 
connecting lines. 


Bus Line at Cincinnati Bought.—The 
Cincinnati Street Railway, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, has bought from Dale McKay the 
bus line which he has been operating 
between Mariemont and Oakley. The 
purchase is subject to approval by the 
Ohio State Public Utilities Commis- 
sion, which will hold a hearing at Col- 
umbus Jan. 19. At the same time the 
commission will hear an application of 
the railway to increase the equipment 
and service of the bus line from three 
to nine buses and to extend the line 
from Oakley to Government Square. 
The Cincinnati Street Railway proposes 
to run buses twenty minutes apart from 
6 a.m. to midnight. In the event the 
sale is approved by the commission, it 
will mark the first transaction of its 
kind since the railway announced its 
decision to enter the bus field. 
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Financial and Corporate 


Deficit Piles Up Under 
City Operation 


Thirty-Mile Road on Staten Island Lost 
$503,768 in Five Years Under 
Hylan 


The Staten Island Midland Railway, 
operated by the city authorities of New 
York, piled up for the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 1925, theglargest deficit for 
any similar period of the five years of 
municipal operation. The road went 
behind $103,595, exclusive of any in-~- 
terest or depreciation charges. These 
figures were derived from the annual 
and monthly reports of the Department 
of Plant and Structures made to the 
Transit Commission. 

As the road carried 9,112,421 passen- 
gers in the year, the deficit was 1.14 
cents per passenger. In other words, 
the passenger paid a 5-cent fare and the 
city paid the deficit in the cost of his 
ride out of taxes. a 

The Staten Island Midland Road went 
into receivership, stopped operation and 
was finally taken over by the city under 
lease five years ago as an experiment 
in municipal operation. In no year 
within this period has the city taken 
in enough to pay all the expenses. 


1.69 CENTS LOST PER PASSENGER 


If the sum of $50,000, the interest 
at 5 per cent on the $1,000,000 of first 
mortgage 5 per cent bonds of the rail- 
road, were included in the results of 
operation, as they would have to be if 
the road paid its own way, it would in- 
crease the deficit to 1.69 cents per pas- 
senger. For the first seven months of 
operation, 1920-1921, the deficit was 
at the rate of 0.8 cents per passenger; 
for the fiscal year 1922, 0.61 cents per 
passenger; for the fiscal year 1923, 
0.39 cents per passenger; for the fiscal 
year 1924, 0.98 cents per. passenger, 
and including the 1925 deficit, an aver- 
age of 0.7 cents per passenger over the 
whole period of municipal operation. 

During the period from Dec. 1, 1920, 
to June 380, 1925, 38,961,517 revenue 
passengers were carried. The total 
deficit from operation for this period 
was reported as $274,602. The addition 
of the interest of $50,000 annually on 
the bonds of the company would in- 
crease the deficit over the entire period 
to $503,768, or a deficit over the whole 
period of 1.29 cents per revenue pas- 
senger. x 

Other items would tend to make the 
actual deficit even greater. No provi- 
sion has been made for depreciation 
during the last three years, either on 
the equipment purchased by the city 
or on the property taken over from the 
Staten Island Midland Railway. Prior 
to 1923 only $21,530 was set aside for 
depreciation... In addition, certain re- 
habilitation work amounting to $163,- 
644 has been charged to capital as re- 
coverable from the receiver of the 
Staten Island Midland Railway. Ordi- 
narily, part of this amount would be 
charged against operating expenses 


and thus further increase the deficit, 
but in this instance, under the agree- 
ment with the railroad, it has been 
entirely excluded from operating ex- 
penses. 

The latest report of operations of the 
Staten Island Midland on file with the 
Transit Commission is for the month 
of November, 1925. The deficit for this 
month is $20,311, compared with $9,407,, 
in November, 1928, and $6,584.24 in 
November, 1924, 


Net Earnings Up in Baltimore 


The United Railways & Electric 
Company, Baltimore, carried 204,341,- 
300 revenue passengers from Jan. 1 
to Nov. 30, inclusive. This figure com- 
pares with 209,082,005 for the corre- 
sponding period of 1924. The number 
of revenue passengers in November, 
1925, was 18,718,923, an increase over 
November, 1924, when the figure was 
18,274,054.. The decrease in the total 
for the eleven-month period is largely 
due to the extension of fare zones 
which took place in 1925. 

The passenger revenue during the 
eleven months of 1925 was $14,948,867, 
an increase of $128,166 over the similar 
period of 1924. The revenue from this 
source during the past November was 
$1,369,348, an increase of $28,951 over 
the previous November. 

Total revenues for the first eleven 
months were $15,147,802, an increase of 
$132,502. Total revenues for the past 
November were $1,387,566, an increase 
of $31,246. 

Net income for the first eleven 
months was $796,531, an increase of 
$36,156, or 4.76 per cent, over the sim- 
ilar period of 1924. The net income 
for November, 1925, was $91,796, an 
increase of $449 over November, 1924. 


Sale Under Foreclosure at 
Kansas City Set for Jan. 4 


Announcement of the postponement 
of the sale of the property of the Kan- 
sas City Railways, Kansas City, Mo., 
from Dec. 14 to Jan. 4 was made by 
John T. Harding, special master and 
commissioner in charge of the sale, 
after P. C. Groner, William G. Wool- 
folk, and A. J. Higgins, representing 
the Newman interests, had requested 
that additional time be given them be- 
cause they believed they would be en- 
abled to have the remaining first. mort- 
gage bonds and notes deposited with | 
the reorganization committee. Before 
making the announcement, Mr. Hard- 
ing made several futile attempts to 
reach Judge Kimbrough Stone of the 
federal court, referee, who was in St. 
Louis at the time. 

On the day set originally for the 
sale, it was said 96 per cent of the first 
mortgage bonds and notes were on de- 
posit with the reorganization commit- 
tee headed by the Newman-Woolfolk 
interests, which are expected to bid in 
the railway. 


_ committee. 
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Interborough Deficit 
Reduced 


New York Company Which Transported 
1,089,544,225 Passengers Last Year 
Shows Slight Gain in Net 


Gross operating revenue of the In- 


terborough Rapid Transit Company for 


the fiscal year 1924-1925, made public 
on Dec. 23, increased $645,215 compared 
with the fiscal year ended June 30, 
1924. Non-operating income, however, 
was $110,562 less than during the pre- 
vious year, making the net increase in 
revenue from all sources for the year 
$534,653. 


OPERATING EXPENSES REDUCED 


Total operating expenses, including 
actual maintenance expenditures in ex- 
cess of contractual provisions, were 
$690,936 less than in the preceding 
year. These gains were offset, how- 
ever, by increase of $536,060 in taxes 
and increase of $676,012 in allowances 
for income deductions. The net result 
for the year was a deficit of $345,508 
after allowance for all expenditures and 
income deductions. This is $13,517 less 
than the deficit reported for the pre- 
vious year. 

There was an increase in the number 
of passengers carried for the fiscal year 
in question. This figure reached a total 
of 1,089,544,225 compared with 1,074,- 
343,243 for the preceding year. The 
increase was 15,200,982—the net result 
of a subway gain and an elevated loss. 
On the subject of additional service 
provided during the year the report 
showed that 7,542,077 additional car- 
miles were operated. 

Among the improvements to the 
physical plant was an alteration in the 
covering of platform columns at Grand 
Central Station which illustrates how 
inches count in aiding a freer move- 
ment of passengers. The original tile 
coverings were removed and 2-in. con- 
crete substituted with a net saving of 
about 4 in. in space around each of the 
pillars. 3 

In addition to sums spent for cur- 
rent operations of the lines, the com- 
pany expended about $6,700,000 for 
new subway cars, additional shop and 
power facilities, contribution toward 
construction and equipment under 
agreement with the city. 


A. W. Sperry to Survey Hartford- 
_ Springfield Road 


Harrison B. Freeman, receiver for 
the Hartford & Springfield Street 
Railway, Warehouse Point, Conn., has 
engaged A. William Sperry, New 
Haven, to survey the company’s prop- 
erty preparatory to an early move on 
the part of counsel for the bondholders 
to bring foreclosure action. This move 
is in line with a suggestion made some 
time ago by Judge Brown to Francis 
R. Cooley, chairman of the protective 
The company has been in 
the hands of a receiver since October, 
1918. 

Recent changes in transportation 
methods have resulted in the develop- 
ment of a service in which twelve 
trolleys and fourteen buses are used. 
The company’s franchises include ter- 
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ritory on both sides of the Connecticut 
River. Receiver Freeman reports that 
over the past six months receipts of 
the company have more than covered 
costs, due, he believes, to the develop- 
ment of the company’s bus business. 


Proposal to Change Municipal 
Accounting at San Francisco 


Unsatisfactory methods in account- 
ing, particularly with regard to depre- 
ciation reserve funds, have caused a 
movement before the Supervisors of 
San Francisco, Cal., to revise procedure 
with the municipal railway. The pres- 
ent ordinance provides an 18 per cent 
cut from gross revenue for the depre- 
ciation fund, to be used not only for 
depreciation but accident and damage 
claims and bond redemption, but ex- 
penditures have not been confined to 
these purposes. At present only about 
$750,000 remains in the fund after with- 
drawals for additions and betterments 
and to cover operating deficits. Addi- 
tions and improvements projected by 
supervisors would more than wipe out 
this $750,000. : 

Experts maintain that the municipal 
railway requirements at this time call 
for a depreciation reserve of $2,900,000. 
Had the 18 per cent fund been kept 
intact except for expenditures dictated 
by the ordinance, the fund would now 
be about $2,850,000. 

The new proposal is to set aside a 
fund equal to 4 per cent of depreciable 
assets of the municipal road and equip- 
ment, to be determined at the end of 
the fiscal. year, for replacements and 
reconstruction; yearly surpluses, if any, 
would be invested for the fund. In 
addition it is proposed to set up 2 per 
cent of gross annually for accident and 
damage claims and to allocate other 
necessary sums for interest and amor- 
tization of bonds. The funds would be 
started off with $300,000 transferred 
from the present depreciation fund to 
the new depreciation fund and $100,000 
for accident and damage claims. If the 
Supervisors adopt the plan, their diffi- 
culties in financing improvements to 
which they are committed will be in- 
creased, but the municipal railway ac- 
counting will be on a sounder basis. 


Loss in Toledo in November 


The Community Traction Company, 
Toledo, Ohio, showed a net loss to its 
stabilizing fund of $19,952 as a result 
of operations in November, 1925. Rev- 
enue was $286,126, compared with $270,- 
675 for a similar month in 1924, both 
being on same fare basis. In Novem- 
ber 4,003,763 revenue passengers were 
carried for an average of 133,459 a day 
with five Sundays and a holiday cutting 
into the business quite heavily. The 
total deficit to the stabilizing fund is 
$258,968 plus the original $400,000 in 
the fund. 

‘Street Railway Commissioner E. L. 
Graumlich announced that December 
and the first four months of the new 
year would probably. show a surplus. 

Board members approved the bill for 
$21,427 submitted by Prof. H. E. Riggs, 
who conducted the recent transit survey. 
This amount exceeded the $15,000 esti- 
mate made originally as the probable 
cost of the transit survey. 


Taxes of Road in Receivership 
Remitted 


The State Board of Control of Con- 
necticut has voted to remit the taxes 
of the Danbury & Bethel Street Rail- 
way, Danbury, Conn., since the time it 
went into the hands of a receiver in 
1917. The action is conditional, how- 
ever, upon payment by the company of 
back taxes due prior to the receiver- 
ship. These amounted to $22,377. The 
taxes remitted amount to $41,000. 

A. W. Sperry, New Haven, consult- 
ing engineer of the company, states the 
company is in the hands of a receiver 
because, prior to the receivership, it 
failed to sell its service to the public. | 
He believes that under proper manage- 
ment the line can be made to pay. One 
of the principal handicaps under which 
the company works is the fact that it 
operates between the two towns over a 
single-track line. The cost of laying 
another track now is prohibitive. 


Approve Stock Program. — Stock- 
holders of the Milwaukee Electric Rail- 
way & Light Company, Milwaukee, 
Wis., approved on Dec. 21 the program 
recently recommended providing for an 
increase in the authorized capitaliza- 
tion from $40,000,000 to $80,000,000. 
The plan contemplates increasing the 
common stock from $20,000,000 to $40,- 
000,000 and reducing the par value 
from $100 to $20. It is expected addi- 
tional preferred will be sold to investors 
over the counter, 


Profit in November.—The Des Moines 
City Railway, Des Moines, Iowa, showed 
a profit of $11,954 in November, bring- 
ing the deficit of the stabilizing fund to 
$50,868. November was the second 
month the 10-cent fare was effective 
and the second month in which revenues 
have exceeded expenditures. The num- 
ber of passengers carried in November 
was 2,102,982 and passenger revenue 
$198,114, with operating expenses, de- 
preciation and other charges amounting 
to $155,869. 


Surplus $31,234.—The operating rev- 
enue of the Philadelphia Rapid Transit 
System, Philadelphia, Pa., for the 
month of November, 1925, was $4,353,- 
335, with operation and taxes of $3,- 
238,853. The surplus for the month 
was $31,234. The total passenger rev- 
enue for the month was $4,294,090. Of 
that amount $4,157,085 was derived 
from surface, subway and elevated and 
$137,055 from buses. The total num- 
ber of passengers carried was 179,464,- 
368, with 77,991,108, surface, subway 
and elevated passengers and 1,473,260 
bus passengers. 


Purchase of Philadelphia Taxis 
Approved by Council 


Purchase of the Yellow Taxi Com- 
pany by the Philadelphia Rapid Transit 
Company, Philadelphia, Pa., was au- 
thorized on Dec. 29 by the Council 
transportation committee’s approval by 
a nine to one vote of an ordinance 
which enables the transit company to 
increase its capital stock by $5,000,000 
and thus finance the buying of taxicabs, 
The taxicab project in Philadelphia by 
the P.R.T. has been followed closely in 
these pages. 
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J. M. Bamberger Heads 
Terminal Company 


Julian M. Bamberger, president of 
the Bamberger Electric Railway, Salt 
Lake City, Utah, has been elected presi- 
dent and director of the Salt Lake 
Terminal Company. Other officers 
named are William Story, Jr., vice- 
president and director; Henry I. Moore, 
one of the receivers of the Salt Lake 
“& Utah Railroad (Orem line), secre- 
tary-treasurer and director, and Frank 
Orem, assistant secretary. Other 
directors elected were A. B. Irvine, 
U. L. Balser and D. P. Abercrombie. 

N. S. Wiltsie, general superintendent 
of the Bamberger Electric, has been 
elected general manager of the ter- 
minal company. 

The reorganization was necessitated 
by the receivership of the Salt Lake 
& Utah Railroad. Mr. Bamberger suc- 
ceeds Chapin A. Day, Ogden, as presi- 
dent. Mr. Day and Mr. Orem are the 
retiring members of the board of direc- 
tors. The Salt Lake Terminal Com- 
pany operates the terminal facilities in 
Salt Lake City for the Bamberger 
Electric and Salt Lake & Utah. 


C. W. Stocks Heads 
Bus Association 


Carl W. Stocks, editor of Bus Trans- 
portation and associate editor of ELEC- 
TRIC RAILWAY JOURNAL, was elected 
president of the New York State Motor 
Transportation Association, formerly 
known as the Auto Bus Association of 
New York State, at a meeting held on 
Dec. 22 in Syracuse. Mr. Stocks was 
at one time statistician of the American 
Electric Railway Association. When 
Albert S. Richey appraised the Knox- 
ville property he became resident engi- 
neer in charge of the appraisal. His 
transportation experience was further 
augmented with long service in the 
operating department of the Bay State 
Street Railway, now the Eastern Mas- 
sachusetts Street Railway. 


C. M. Tew of Columbia Honored 


Twenty-five years ago, or in Decem- 
‘ber, 1900, Charles Matthews Tew, then 
a young man, entered the employ of 
the Columbia Electric Street Railway, 
Light & Power Company, Columbia, 
S. C., as a bookkeeper. A few days ago 
Mr. Tew was the guest of honor at 
a luncheon held at the Jefferson Hotel, 
Columbia, by officials and employees 
of the Broad River Power Company in 
-celebration of the cempletion of a serv- 
ice with one concern extending over a 
quarter of a century. 

True it is that the old Columbia Elec- 
tric Street Railway, Light & Power 
‘Company, of which W. B. Smith 
Whaley was president, passed out of 
existence in 1911 when the name of 
the concern was changed to the Co- 
lumbia Railway, Gas & Electric Com- 
pany, but through the changes of name 


and ownership Mr. Tew has held his 
place, his value as an employee being 
appreciated by incoming as well as 
outgoing administrations. At present 
he is paymaster of the company, now 
owned by the Barstow interests. 

Mr. Tew was at first bookkeeper and 
later was made treasurer of the com- 
pany. After E. W. Robertson secured 
control, Mr. Tew filled the position of 
auditor and so remained until Septem- 
ber, 1924, when the Barstow interests 
bought the company. 


E. J. Burns with Beeler 
Organization 


Edward J. Burns, who resigned as 
assistant general manager of the San 
Diego Electric Railway, San Diego, 
Cal., during the summer of the present 
year, has become affiliated with the 
Beeler organization in New York City. 


Edward J. Burns 


The addition of this persistent and 
efficient railway worker to the staff of 
such well known engineers and consult- 
ants will undoubtedly work to the 
mutual advantage of both employer 
and employee. Mr. Burns’ name is in- 
delibly written with that of Mr. Claus 
Spreckels in the rehabilitation of the 
San Diego property, following the dis- 
turbing war-time days. The results of 
the combined efforts of these men have 
been realized to the fullest extent in 
that city. 

Mr. Burns, known as Ed Burns, 
started his career at the age of 14 as 
call boy on a steam railroad. He went 
through the shops and other mechani- 
cal departments and then entered elec- 
trie railway work with the Utah Light 
& Railroad Company in Salt Lake City. 
Later he went to the Key Route at 
Oakland, Cal. Following this work he 
was employed with the bureau of finance 
of the California Railroad Commission. 
Mr. Burns did not confine his activities 
to electric railway work for he next 
went with the San Diego & Southeast- 
ern Railway, a steam line, as manager, 
later absorbed by the San Diego & 
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Arizona Railway. It was while he was 
on this property that he first attracted 
the notice of the Spreckels interests, 
which resulted in the Spreckels-Burns 
combination, whose accomplishments 
have become well known on the Pacific 
Coast and elsewhere. In San Diego 
they not only tried train operation and 
the weekly pass, but they secured a 
modification of the franchise exempting 
the company from paving and other ex- 
penses. They built the new La Jolla 
line to the beach at a cost of $2,000,000 
and made San Diego the first street 
railway on the coast to make use of 
the motor bus. In addition they in- 
creased the good will of the company 
as well as the actual earnings. When 
Mr. Burns resigned at San Diego re- 
cently it was said there was a possi- 
bility of his going to the East, but the 
decision to settle in New York was not 
made until a few days ago. 


J. B. Eastman became chairman of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission 
on Jan. 1 under the rule of rotation by 
which the position is filled from among 
the commission members. Mr. East- 
man was formerly a member of the 
Massachusetts Public Service Commis- 
sion. He was appointed to the federal 
body by former President Wilson. 


John T. Harrington, president of the 
Pennsylvania-Ohio Electric Company, 
Youngstown, Ohio, was elected presi- 
dent of the Trumbull Steel Company, 
Youngstown, on Dec. 16 at a reorgan- 
ization meeting of directors. Philip 
Wick of Youngstown has been presi- 
dent temporarily following the resigna- 
tion of Jonathan Warner. Mr. Har- 
rington’s election as president of the 
Trumbull Steel Company in no way 
affects his connection with the Penn- 
sylvania & Ohio Electric, of which he 
continues as president. 


William Whiteford, assistant to the 
vice-president of the Twin City Rapid 
Transit Company, Minneapolis, Minn., 
has resigned, .effective on Dec. 31, to 
become associated with the Interna- 
tional Motor Truck Company at its new 
Northwest branch in St. Paul. Mr. 
Whiteford entered the employ of the 
transit company about twenty years 
ago as a clerk. Later he became gen- 
eral storekeeper and purchasing agent. 
Of late he has assisted Vice-President 
McGill in operation of the lines. 


Alexander Shapiro, commercial man- 
ager of the Wisconsin Motor Bus Lines, 
affiliated with the Milwaukee Electric 
Railway & Light Company, Milwaukee, 
Wis., has gone to Washington, D. C., to 
make a survey of the lines of the 
Washington Rapid Transit Company, 
operating buses in Washington, D. C., 
recently taken over by the North 
American Company, which controls 
both the Milwaukee properties and the 
Washington Railway & Electric Com- 
pany. Mr. Shapiro is well known in 
the electric railway field through his 
long association with the North Amer- 
ican Company and the American Elec- 
tric Railway Association, of which he 
was statistician. It is understood that 
for the time being at least he will be 
acting manager of the bus company in 
Washington. H. H. England, former 


January 2, 1926 


general manager of the Washington 
Rapid Transit Company, will act as 
assistant general manager. 

Manfred K. Toeppen has resigned 
from the position of chief engineer of 
the Michigan Public Utilities Commis- 
sion. He has opened offices in Detroit, 


“where he will engage in consulting en- 


gineering. 

Miss Lois Anderson has been ap- 
pointed supervisor of service of the 
Interstate Public Service Company, 
Indianapolis, Ind., reporting to Harry 
Reid president. Her duties will include 
inspection trips on the railway and like 
visits to local offices. About a year and 
a half ago Miss Anderson accepted the 
‘position of assistant to the director 
of public relations in the company’s 
office in Indianapolis. 


Obituary 


M. W. Flanigan 


Mortimer William Flanigan, one of 
the best known electric railway men in 
western Pennsylvania, died on Dec. 12 
from lobar pneumonia. Mr. Flanigan, 
superintendent of the north side divi- 
sion of the Pittsburgh Railways, was 
familiar to thousands of north side car 
riders. Born in Renovo, Pa., on Nov. 
25, 1879, he went to Pittsburgh in 1899, 
relinquishing his office as general man- 
ager of the Westmoreland Railways in 
Derry, Pa., and becoming a division 
superintendent in Pittsburgh. He was 
a nephew of the late John Murphy, 
once general manager at Pittsburgh. 


L. H. Griffith 


Luther Henry Griffith of Seattle, 
Wash., one of the organizers of the 
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Transit Company, which consolidated 
with the Seattle Street Railway and 
later became the Seattle Electric Rail- 
way & Power Company, died suddenly 
in Seattle on-Dec. 14. Mr. Griffith was 
associated with many of the important 
industries in the upbuilding of Seattle, 
including the Green Lake Railway & 
Power Company, and the plan of con- 
necting Lakes Union and Washington 
with Puget Sound by a maritime ship 
canal. He was head of a $1,500,000 
enterprise that built the electric line 
from Seattle to Tacoma in 1891 and 
promoted the Seattle Railway, opened 
in 1889. Other notable achievements 
of Mr. Griffith included the construction 
of the first electric line in Guatemala, 
construction of the first electric plant 
in Blaine, organization of the Seattle 
National Bank and the Boston & Alaska 
Transportation Company. Mr. Griffith 
was born in August, 1861. He com- 
pleted his education at Cornell College 
in 1883. He settled in Seattle in 1886. 


Allan B. Smythe, superintendent of 
police of the International Railway, 
Buffalo, N. Y., is dead. Mr. Smythe 
was instrumental in bringing about 
the arrest and conviction of mem- 
bers of the Amalgamated who dyna- 
mited the Niagara Falls high-speed line 
train during the last strike. For 
several years he was employed by the 
Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company. 
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1926 as I See It’’ 


Various Manufacturers Whose Names 
Are Withheld Express Briefly 
Their Hopes and Fears for 
the New Year 


Predictions for the future are par- 
ticularly interesting when given by 
men of high standing in the industry 
which they represent. The following 
statements, gleaned from manufac- 
turers who are closely in touch with 
the electric railway industry, should 
prove of value, even though the actual 
sources of the information are not made 
known. In each case the manufacturer 
was asked to state briefly his expecta- 
tions for 1926, at least so far as his 
product was affected by the electric 
railway industry. The lines covered 
are thought to be sufficiently varied to 
give some definite impression of eco- 
nomic prospects for the present year. 

Manufacturer of Steel Rails —‘The 
excellent condition which has _ been 
prevalent in the steel industry dur- 
ing 1925 will, in all probability, con- 
tinue at least through the first half 
of the present year. Unfilled orders 
continue at a high total, considerable 
maintenance and extension work on 
steam and electric roads is in prospect, 
and the industry as a whole is expected 
to respond to the general economic 
stimulus which reached a peak during 
the past year.” 

Manufacturer of Trolley Wire.—“We 
are not looking for an _ exceptional 
year in 1926. With the exception of 
certain proposed electrification proj- 
ects in steam railroads, little exten- 
sion work is in prospect at present. 
Copper will probably not exceed 15 
cents per pound—the figure upon which 
we have calculated our selling budget— 
for the major portion of the year.” 

Car Manufacturer —“‘Present indica- 
tions are that car orders through 1926 
will not decrease over the past year, at 
least so far as the electric railways are 
concerned. Any falling off in orders 
which may occur, however, will prob- 
ably not manifest itself until late 
spring or early summer, as the in- 
dustry is assured of a certain amount 
of activity following the publication of 
annual budget reports.” 

Bus Manufacturer —“A year of con- 
tinued expansion, increased production 
and new developments in bus design 
is our forecast for 1926. Many addi- 
tions to existing operating fleets are 
contemplated and, in addition, numer- 
ous other railways are considering the 
advisability of supplementing their trol- 
ley service with co-ordinated bus oper- 
ation.” 

Ticket Manufacturer.—“The year 
1926 should prove a fairly good one for 
our industry. With, economic pros- 
perity the number of people riding 
on various transportation agencies in- 
creases. Naturally this stimulates the 
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use of transfers and tickets. It is 


interesting to note, however, that the 
demand for theater tickets is inversely 
proportional to employment, so that 
this phase of our business is just now 
subject to a certain slackening off.” 

Manufacturer of Car Fittings.— 

“The electric railways are apparently 
not due to suffer very severely from 
‘growing pains’ during 1926. Few 
orders have been received from these 
sources in recent months, and this year 
will probably not herald many large 
additions to rolling stock. Steam rail- 
roads are showing more activity in this 
direction. Recent developments have 
shown that the lull in orders experi- 
enced a few months ago was merely a 
temporary condition.” 


Record-Breaking Order 


Yellow Coach Company Designated to 
Supply 333 Gas-Electric Buses 
for Public Service Company 


More than $38,000,000 will be spent 
all in one lump by the Public Service 
Transportation Company of Newark, 
N. J. This has been set aside for the 
purchase of 333 gas-electric 29-pas- 
senger motor buses. The new equipment 
will be obtained from the Yellow Truck 
& Coach Manufacturing Company of 
Chicago. It was stated by J. A. Ritchie, 
president of the Yellow Coach com- 
pany, that this is the largest singie 
order ever written for automotive units. 

Decision to make this material addi- 
tion to the bus equipment of the trans- 
portation company was announced on 
Dec. 24, but the manufacturer to whom 
the contract would be given had not 
been determined at that time. Several 
days later the transportation officials 
announced their choice of the Yellow 
Coach company and stated that delivery 
of the new equipment would begin in 
February and would continue at the 
rate of approximately 100 a month 
until the order was completed. 

Electrical equipment for the new 
buses will be supplied by the General 
Electric Company and will be sent di- 
rectly to the Chicago plant of Yellow 
Coach, to be there incorporated into the 
units. The possibility was suggested 
that some of the bodies might be built 
in the Plank Road shops of the Public 
Service company in order to facilitate 
the placing of the buses in service. 

The new equipment, together with 
Yellow buses now operated by the 
Transportation company, will consti- 
tute a fleet of 411 units of this manu- 
facture. During the past 23 years the 
company has expanded its service 
through the purchase of independent 
operations and the installation of new 
routes until its fleet today numbers 800 
buses. Many of the miscellaneous and 
obsolete units have been scrapped, to 
be replaced with modern equipment, 
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and it is expected that the entire fleet 
will be standardized before long. The 
New Jersey company is the largest 
operator of motor buses in the country 
at the present time. 


American Creosote Works Gets 
Norfolk Plant 


American Creosote Works, New Or- 
leans, La., has announced the comple- 
tion of its plans to purchase the 
Atlantic Creosoting & Wood Preserv- 
ing Works at Norfolk, Va. A large 
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water-front property fronting on deep 
water and adjacent to the Portsmouth 
Navy Yards has been acquired and it 
is now proposed to erect a large and 
modern creosoting plant to take care 
of expanding Eastern business. 

W. H. Wales, formerly president of 
the Atlantic Creosoting & Wood Pre- 
serving Works, will be in charge and 
the entire personnel of the two com- 
panies will be retained. The new plant 
will be operated under the management 
of the Savannah Creosoting Company, 
a connection of the American Creosote 
Works. 


Snapshots of Industry in 1925 


In Which Are Portrayed the Outstanding Features of the Manufacturing 
Year, With Particular Reference to Certain Industries Producing 
Materials and Supplies for Electric Railway Consumption 


ENERALLY stabilized prices 

throughout a year of moderate pur- 
chasing with most of the operating 
companies holding to the even tenor of 
their ways but with an occasional large 
order causing manufacturers to sit up 
and take notice—that, in brief, was 1925, 
so far as makers of electric railway 
equipment were concerned. The trend 
of prices was, for the most part, gradu- 
ally downward, although certain mate- 
rials advanced slightly in response to 
localized conditions. Little of the gen- 
eral economic stimulus prevalent in in- 
dustry as a whole made itself felt among 
producers of equipment and materials 
whose consumption was limited solely 
to electric railways. 

Leaving this specialized field for a 
moment, however, and considering the 
economic condition of the country as a 
whole, it becomes apparent that the 
year which has just come to a close was 
a truly noteworthy one from the stand- 
point of general industrial prosperity. 
Business was far more active than at 
the close of 1924 and although the gains 
in most lines have not been striking, 
they have been fairly regular. Agri- 
culturally, the country falls consider- 
ably short of being as prosperous as it 
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might be, but other than in the farm- 
ing districts, production, distribution, 
employment of labor, clearing of bank 
checks, and other recognized trade in- 
dexes; show an accelerated progress 
that has brought about an upswing of 
buying in almost every important in- 
dustry of the nation. 

Despite financial and political uncer- 
tainty existing in various other coun- 
tries, the foreign trade of the United 
States for the first three-quarters of 
1925 exceeded in value that of any full 
year prior to the war year of 1916. The 
total trade for 1925 will surpass the 
trade of any year excepting only 1917, 
1918, 1919 and 1920. Considerable elec- 
tric railway and bus equipment was ex- 
ported, particularly to the Orient and 
to South America, although the com- 
petition with European manufacturers 
is becoming an increasingly serious 
problem. 

Copper—Even with fluctuating for- 
eign markets, causing a material slump 
in copper exports, this industry re- 


ported a better record in 1925 than was 
obtained during the year previous. In- 
asmuch as production in 1924 broke all 
former records save those made under 
abnormal war conditions, this achieve- 
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ment takes on added importance. The 
explanation lies in an assiduous culti- 
vation of the domestic market by the 
producing companies and in increased 
efficiency of output and handling. 

The manufacture of trolley wire has 
not touched abnormal heights, how- 
ever. A keen degree of competition, a 
policy of watchful waiting and of slow 
buying among electric railways, and a 
not too rapid rate of electrification ac-. 
tivity on the part of steam roads, have 
rather held production within well de- 
fined bounds. 

Cars—A complete review of car 
manufacturing operations is given else- 
where in this issue. It is not necessary 
to recapitulate the information here. 
Suffice to say that but 1,612 cars were 
purchased by the industry throughout 
the year, most of the operating com- 
panies preferring to “sit tight’ and 
keep outlays for new rolling stock to 
a minimum. 

Steel and Iron—It is here perhaps 
that the general conditions of pros- 
perity, current in the country through- 
out 1925, are better exemplified than in 
any other industry closely affiliated 
with the electric railway field. After 
a year’ of ~well-sustained and well- 
balanced activity, the iron and steel 
producers are in an agreeably strong 
position. Production of pig iron in the 
first eleven months of the year reached 
a total of 33,145,498 tons, as compared 
with 28,146,600 tons in the correspond- 
ing period of the preceding year. Steel 
ingot output in the same period is es- 
timated at 40,211,069 tons, which com- 
pares with 33,241,906 tons in 1924. 
These totals show gains of 18 per cent 
in the output of pig iron and 21 per 
cent in steel ingot production. While 
prices have remained at a moderate 
level, reports of the leading companies 
clearly indicate that the industry as a 
whole will be able to report a fairly 
prosperous year. 

As reported in the ELECTRIC RAILWAY 
JOURNAL for Dec. 19, the production of 
steel rails is one of the most important 
factors in the iron and steel industry, 
and it is the total of unreported or- 
ders for this material which makes it 
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impossible to determine the exact de- 
gree to which production during 1925 
exceeded all records previously estab- 
lished. The Department of Labor 
states that practically all mills in steel 
centers have been operated on satis- 
factory schedules for the past month. 

Electrical Equipment—Demands for 
new equipment during 1925 have led 
prominent manufacturers in this field 
to believe that conditions are slowly 
improving in the electric and steam 
railway fields. Considerable sums have 
been expended in this direction for 
maintenance work and for bringing 
out-of-date and unsatisfactory equip- 
ment to a point somewhere approach- 
ing modern efficiency. 

Particularly noteworthy has been the 
enthusiasm manifested in _ oil-electric 
motive power. Several steam roads 
have purchased oil electric engines and 
the New York Central is planning to 
try out an oil-electric articulated car on 
some of its branch lines. New devel- 
opments have also been made in power 
plant equipment, automatic railway 
substations, and in general operating 
equipment. 

Buses—A considerable momentum of 
production has been built up in the 
automotive field since the depression of 
last summer, and it is expected that 
this will tend to keep business active 
in this industry during at least the 


first part of 1926. Conditions are in a 


healthy state of balance at present; 


-employment is large, prices relatively 


stable, and transportation facilities are 
ample and efficiently operated. Credit 
conditions in this field are said to be 
exceptionally sound and with the care- 
ful control of production which is now 
the rule, the expectation of active 
spring and early summer business 
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seems to be justified, barring, of course, 
unforeseen industrial disturbances of 
an inclusive nature. 

A number of important mergers 
occurred in the bus manufacturing field 
during 1925, notably that involving the 
Yellow Coach Manufacturing Company 
with the General Motors Corporation 
and that of Graham Brothers with 
Dodge Brothers. Much attention has 
been given to the encouragement of co- 
ordinated bus and trolley service as a 
part of operating companies. The in- 
creased interest shown in gas-electric 
bus development has led many com- 
panies to add large numbers of these 
units to their fleets. 

Tires—Plans are at present taking 
shape to break the British monopoly on 
rubber. The 50 per cent increase in 
tire prices made during the past year 
is due almost entirely to the exorbitant 
rate charged for crude rubber. In fact 
the price of the crude materials in- 
creased nearly 400 per cent over a 
period of about twelve months, and 
the retail prices of tires were only held 
down, partly by increased production 
efficiency and partly because early in 
the year tire makers worked on the 
basis of comparatively cheap. rubber, 
contracted for during the fall of 1924. 
The rather startling total of $700,000,- 
000 is being taken in annually over and 
above what the British themselves 
agree would be a fair price. As long 
as the monopoly continues little relief 
can be expected, according to various 
authorities in the field. 

Coal—Considerable stimulus has been 
given the bituminous coal industry of 
late due to the “bitter end” aspect of 
the anthracite strike. In consequence, 
fairly heavy buying has resulted and 
the prices of most of the grades have 
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advanced slightly in the past few 
weeks. Several soft coal mines, pre- 
viously closed, have been reopened to 
help meet the increased demands, and 
a consequent increase in employment 
has manifested itself in the bituminous 
region. The average yearly price for 
all,grades during 1925, however, was 
slightly less than that of the previous 
year. 

General Construction—As illustrated 
in the accompanying construction 
volume index curve, the mean of con- 
struction for 1925 shows an important 
rise over that of the years immediately 
preceding it. This curve may be ac- 
cepted as a reliable index of construc- 
tion trend, since it is based on compre- 
hensive reports embracing every type 
of industrial and commercial construc- 
tion work. 


Safeguard for Magnetic Flagman 


Characterized as the most recent 
contribution to the field of adequate 
crossing protection, the “Out of Order” 
signal is prominently featured in a 
recent catalog issued by the Magnetic 
Signal Company, Los Angeles, Cal. «The 
manufacturers of the “Magnetic Flag- 
man,” which has been adopted as stand- 
ard on a large number of steam and 
electric roads throughout the country, 
have been devoting considerable atten- 
tion recently to the problem of obviat- 
ing any dangers which might result 
from operating failures. That the 
automatic out-of-order signal meets 
this need has been satisfactorily dem- 
onstrated by the engineers of the 
company. 

The catalog itself is very attractively 
arranged. Many interesting pictures 
and diagrams are included to clarify 
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the printed descriptions. Detailed 
specifications of the various types of 
magnetic flagmen are presented and 
their most important applications dis- 
cussed. 


Dodge Brothers Increasing Factor 
in Bus Field with Merger 


Dodge Brothers’ position and lead in 
the commercial car field was further 
strengthened by the recent acquision of 
a majority interest in Graham Brothers, 
largest exclusive producers of motor 
trucks in the country. More than 20 
per cent of the combined production 
eonsists of 


now commercial cars, 
trucks, buses and chassis. Plant addi- 
tions totaling about $8,000,000 as 


financed out of surplus are expected to 
be completed early in 1926, production 
capacity being increased nearly 50 per 
cent thereby. 

This large increase in production will 
make possible the reduced scale of 
prices recently announced by Dodge 
Brothers. With a month’s production 
still to be reported, sales for last year 
are already 17,000 cars in excess of 
sales for the entire year of 1924 and 
are the largest heretofore in the history 
of the business, according to official 
figures issued by the company. 


Electrification Recommended as 
Aid to Farmers 


How can the great triumvirate of 
manufacturers, transportation agencies 
and farmers work together to further 
their individual and mutual interests? 
This important question was discussed 
in detail at the annual banquet of the 
Ilinois Manufacturers’ Association held 
at the Hotel LaSalle, Chicago, on Dee. 
9. Gerard Swope, president of the Gen- 
eral Electric Company, spoke for the 
manufacturers; W. R. Cole, president of 
the Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis 
Railroad, represented the transporta- 
tion field; while the agricultural in- 
terests were upheld by Eugene D. Funk, 
Bloomington, president of the American 
Seed Trade Association. 

Mr. Swope advocated a greater de- 
velopment of electric power for the 
benefit of the three industries. He 
said that better power development in 
the United States must be had if the 
country is to maintain its position of 
leadership. Adding that the market- 
ing of their products was the greatest 
problem before farmers, he declared 
that power development would prove of 
particular aid to the rural districts. 
Electrification would give the farmer 
a larger proportion of the amount for 
which the goods are sold to the con- 
sumer by increasing output and de- 
ereasing production expenses. ’ 

Mr. Cole, speaking for transporta- 
tion, declared that, while the railroads 
were sympathetic with the efforts of 
the farmers to meet their various 
pressing needs, the present transporta- 
tion costs are justly apportioned and 
are not to be blamed for the depressed 
condition of agriculture. 

Mr. Funk, representing the farmers, 
voiced the opinion that the future of 
Middle West farmers is black unless 
something besides temporary solutions 
are found for the various agricultural 
difficulties. 
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American Car & Foundry Enters 
Automotive Field 


The American Car & Foundry Com- 
pany has announced the formation of 
the American Car & Foundry Motors 
Company, this marking the first im- 
portant entry by a railroad equipment 
company into the automotive field. The 
new company, which was incorporated 
in Delaware, will own a controlling in- 
terest in the Fageol Motors Company 
of Ohio, manufacturer of buses and 
trucks, and in the Hall-Scott Motor 
Company of Oakland, Cal., manufac- 
turer of gasoline engines for motor 
trucks, airplanes and motor boats. The 
new company in turn will be controlled 
by the American Car & Foundry Com- 
pany. 


Colonel Ayres Says What’s What 


Here is a prediction for 1926 which 
isn’t anonymous. It is by Leonard P. 
Ayres, vice-president of the Cleveland 
Trust Company and an_ economist 
nationally known. His views appeared 
in the Cleveland Plain Dealer, follow- 
ing a speech made before the Chamber 
of Commerce on Dec. 15. He annually 
addresses the chamber on his forecasts 
for the coming year. It was found, 
upon checking his statements made a 
year ago concerning 1925, that they had 
generally proved correct. 

A year of prosperity reaching its highest 
speed in late summer and then slowing up. 

Building construction rising to a new 
high record in the spring and then starting 


downward. 
Building 


costs remaining .high—propor- 
lense, higher for labor than for mate- 
rials. : 

Iron and steel produced in even greater 
volume than in 1925, mainly on account of 
the demands of railroads. 

An automobile production of 
4,000,000. 

The bull market on the stock exchange 
continuing until early next year, when the 
New York Federal Reserve Bank’ raises its 
rate and precipitates a ‘‘wave of fear.” 

Rising wages, rising costs of living, nar- 


about 


rowing profit margins, higher wholesale 
and retail prices and a volume of indus- 
trial employment coming to a peak and 


turning down. 


Rolling Stock 


Scranton Railway, Scranton, Pa., it is 
reported, plans to purchase additional 
one-man cars. 

Durham Public Service Company, 
Durham, N. C., has placed an order 
with the Reo Motor Car Company for 
eight buses of 21 passenger capacity. 


Metal, Coal and Material Prices 


Metals—New York Dee. 79, 1921 
Copper, electrolytic, cents perlb.......... 14.125 
Copper wire base, cents perlb............. 16.00 
ead; icents perl vii seiets geais.cselelicne es 9°25 
Zine; conts pend be ve mati set eels e eideles smie 8.96 
Tin, Straits, cents perlb...........2..005 63.375 


Bituminous Coal f.o.b. Mines 


Smokeless mine run, f.o.b. vessel, Hampton 

ROAAG, LOBE COUH se ctelae ee vis swidre cele bee $5.00 
Somerset mine run, Boston, net tons....... 2. 
Pittsburgh mine run, Pittsburgh, net tons 2.05 
Franklin, Ill., screenings, Chicago, net tons 1 
Central, [Il., screenings, Chicago, net tons.. i 
Kansas screenings, Kansas City, nettons . 2 
Materials . 
Rubber-covered wire, N. Y., No. 14, per 

T000 SUR Aen ee oh clos cae ee ae $7.00 
Weatherproof wire base, N. Y.,centsperlb 18.25 
Cement, Chicago net prices, without bags 2.10 
Linseed oil (5-bbl. lots), N. Y., per gi ae 0.95 
White ibed in oi] (100-1b, keg), N. Y., cents 


Vol. 67, No. 1 


Miami Beach Railway, Miami, Fla., 
recently received twelve new cars, The 
specifications follow: 


Date order was placed....... July 24, 1925 
Date Yor. deliveny . si). 2)< + satus sie October’ 
Builder of car body 

Perley A. Thomas Car Works: 
Type of car ....Light-weight, double-truck, 
one-man safety 


Seating capacitys =o. .cs .la tees syecene 48 
Totaliweight ke cies esis sue = genset 36,000 lb. 
Bolster centers, length......... 20 ft. 0 in.. 
Length Over ele curs cia). tele coals 45 ft. 9 in, 
Widthoover aii ts oes som sta 8 ft. 4% in. 
Height, rail to trolley base....10 ft. 11 in. 
Body: 2 wieie'So shite, bern fstetote fle hvalets foie eens All steel 
Interiors CRI es ics wikis ie cninen teas emer Cherry 
Hleadlining cit eve akin ..z-in. Agasote 
RROOE Sia tetas: ann eerie Wels oe ae Arch 
Air brakes ... .. General Electric 
BUMDOLS:.. «cree ierwielemin Hove ecatepe ... Channel 


Car signal system 
Electric Service Supplies Company 
Compressersiio ifm e ree an General Hlectric 
Control Oe vse 3.03 sels oeeers a) ura doi 
Curtain fixtures..Curtain Supply Company 
Destination signs Hunter 
Door-operating mechanism 
National Pneumatic 


Renders as chia ators merit cies Consolidated 
nishe -ietemee Ba lafsich ifs. chin eh aanaeeat tame Varnish 
Gears and pinions.*....... General Electric 


Hand brakes ....National Brake Company 
FLCa Glights. a craacwipoe’s nasties General Blectric 
Lightning arresters ....... General Electric 


DOCOTS A. 5S ccamtcs iene aes Four GH-265, 35 hp- 
Repgistersmientecsiseiccatee ts eee International 
Sa@TGers: iiap is ents eats ener aha age Ohio Brass 
Sash Mxturesee nso 2a ptaeuetate O. M. Hdwards. 
Seats st oi SER IG hae cnd Hale & Kilburn 
Seating material i ocr ee eeieereone Wood slat 


Slack adjuster ..American Brake Company 
Step treads ..American Abrasive Company 
Trolley retrievers .......... Chas. I. Earll 
Trolley base. . ..-Ohio Brass, Form 4 


DUCKS sp 0a 1 wi ola fuieloreptes) tae eh tee Brill, 76-E-1 
Ventilators...... Railway Utility Company 
Wheels: 2a Pollak Steel Company 26-in. 
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Trade Notes 


T. D. Owler has been appointed rail- 
way sales representative at Chicago, 
for the Heywood-Wakefield Company, 
New York. He will take up his new 
duties after Jan. 1, following the retire- 
ment of Edward Buker, his former 
chief, who is going into business for 
himself. 


Erie Electrical Equipment Company 
has announced the appointment of the 
Universal Electric Sales Corporation 
with offices at 30 Church Street, New 
York; 11 Beacon Street, Boston, and 
332 Healy Building, Atlanta, Ga., to 
represent it in the states of Maine, 
New Hampshire, Vermont, Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
Eastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 
Florida, Tennessee and Alabama. 


Fageol Company, Kent, Ohio, shipped 
five new buses to the Jacksonville Trac- 
tion Company, Jacksonville, Fla., dur- 
ing the first half of December. The 
railway is under the executive manage- 
ment of Stone & Webster, New York. 
It will use the new units in its program | 
of bus and trolley service co-ordination. 


W. J. Nugent, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of the Nugent Steel Cast- 
ings Company, Chicago, has been 
elected president to succeed Charles 
Piez. Prentiss Coonley has been elected 
vice president and C. A. MacDonald, 
secretary, has been elected to fill a 
vacancy on the board of directors. Mr. 
Nugent has been associated with the 
company since 1918. The interests of 
Mr. Piez have been taken over by Mr. 
Nugent and others. The company was 
organized in 1916. 
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Lehigh Traction Keeps Step 


With Truck Improvements 


After nineteen years 
you wouldn’t think it 
the same truck 


The first step— 
was taken two years ago after this 
Brill 27-E type truck had been in 
service 17 years. The brake rig- 
ging was changed to the inside- 
hung type with Brill Half-ball 
Brake Hangers, affecting a saving 
of 250 lb. per truck in weight. 


Reduces Truck Weight 
700 Ib. or 1400 lb. per car, 


besides modernizing truck 
equipment and improving 
service. 


And now— 


other improvements have just been completed, 
involving steel type bolster, Brill Bolster Guides, 
Semi-elliptic Springs and Brill Twin Links with 
the Brill Graduated Spring System in place of 
the full-elliptic type springs, resulting in an 
additional saving of 450 Ib. per truck. 


THE J.G. BRILL COMPANY fill 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


AMERICAN Car Co — 
st toulis mo. 


— Wason MANFG ue 
G CE ROHCMAN CARS. Ca: SPRINGFIELD. MASS. 
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GENERAL ELECTRI 


SCHENECTADY, _N. » SALES OFFICES 


GENERAL 


Reliable power back of 


The largest converter capacity 
under one roof on the Pacific 
Coast is in this substation of 
the Market Street Railway, at 
8th Avenue and Geary Streets, 
San Francisco. The 2000-kw. 
unit, incorporating the new 
features of G-E design, was 
added to the installation in 
1923 after the two 1500-kw. 
units had been in continuous 
operation for nine years. 


EVTECTRIC COMPANY. 


San. Francisco trolleys 


G-E Railway Synchronous Converters are being pre- 
ferred by railway engineers particularly because of two 
important features: 


RADIAL TYPE BRUSH RIGGING gives maximum 
space between brush-holders and eliminates: all over- 
hanging parts. Where arcs might form, the exposed 
parts are protected by arc-resistant material. 


HIGH-RELUCTANCE COMMUTATING POLES 
maintain the proper flux to insure commutation under 
severe load conditions. They enable the converter to 
withstand many disturbances and prevent service 


interruption. 
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